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In Again: weather will be 
warm and cloudy, winds 
northerly moderate and 
seas calm . 
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PALESTINIANS WILL DELAY MAY 4 DECLARATION 

ON 'COMMON SENSE' PROMISE 


A STATE DEPARTMENT source said that there 
are differences between the United States and 
its European allies over the issue of Palestinian 
statehood, but acknowledged that the ElTs 
declaration in Berlin this week, supporting 
Palestinian statehood, was informally coordi- 
nated Lvith Washington. 

“Wfc have differences with the Europeans 
on the statehood issue Itecausc we ate rite 
mediators, we liave been asked by both par- 
ries to broker the deal, and as a referee, we 
carit take sides," lie said. 

The source, who asked to remain anony- 
mous, added tliar “the Europeans are free ro 
say and do what they want, but they are nor 
the ones at die negotiations table, signing on 
the dotted lines, and. guaranteeing security 
and economics for the two sides." ■ 

“llierc is coordination between us and the 
Europeans, but we arc in a different positron. 
They can write documents and support posi- 
tions as much as tliey want, hut they nre not 
the oneswlio have the trust and confidence of 
both panics." 

The source warned that if the Palestinians 
did nor get anything positive after the Israeli 
elections, wide spread violence would enrpt in 
the Palestinian areas. He pointed out that the 
Palestinians arc putting off their declaration of 
statehood bn May 4 on the promise, partly by 
the United States, that after the elections 


things will get better. “This is not a written 
promise, but a common sense promise.” he 
said. 

“And the concern is that after the elections, 
if something does not happen positively, such 
as die implementation of the Wye agreement 
and further redeployment of Israeli troops on 
(lie West Bank, my prediction will be wide 
spread violence in the West Bank and Gnu." 

In response to a question about the possi- 
bility of reelecting Israeli Prime Minister 
Netanyahu in the May elections, the source 
said tliat lie iiopes that “if he came back, it 
would be with a different form of coalition 
government which will be more amenable to 
(lie peace process. But if he wins and contin- 
ues to deny (he peace, process. I expect wide- 
spread violence will occur.'' 

The sotnee said that the Clinton 
Administration is expecting -Palestinian 
President Yasser Ar.ifat to delay the announce- 
ment on May 4 because President Bill Clinton 
“told [Arafat | nor to do it because definitely 
die Israeli reaction and the violence that fol- 
lows would certainly kill everything that we 
worked so hand to achieve." 

Commenting on Arafat's dilemma of going 
back on his promise to the falesrintfns to 
declare a stare on May 4, the source said this 
is part of his strategy. 

"His meeting with Clinton would help him 


go back and tell his people that 'we have 
fought, wc have stniggled this far. and I met 
with the President of the United States, who 
has been putting Israel in a freezer for the last 
couple of months, ami lie lias assured me lie is 
standing by us, he is going ro support us. he is 
pushing; for the aid money, lie is going to push 
the Israeli government to implement Wye, and 
if we do declare a state now, and ifyou use vio- 
lence now. the Israelis are guing to come in 
here and rake all this away from us.' And there 
is nothing the United States can do about 
that.” 

The source urged die Palestinians to wait 
two weeks until (he elections are over. “The 
trick is not going to be May *1, but the week 
aftef the election and what die new Israeli 
government will do." he said. 

“And that is going to be the real test for the 
United States. Because if we cannot deliver the 
implementation ofWye, and if things continue 
to go down hill alter die elections, then the 
Israelis arc going to do nothing to stop the 
Palestinian people from fighting for their 
homeland." 

When asked why the Clinton 
Administration is reluctant to use the term 
“self-del emii nation," a term used by Clinton 
himseirwltcn he visited Gaza, the source said: 
“sdr-detemiinadon does necessarily mean 
statehood, but I think there is a difference in 


audience and in time. When President Clinton 
was in Gaza he was trying tn show great sup- 
port for them and make a point in the Israeli*, 
tliat we arc committed to these people in this 
process. He wanted to make n point heie so 
close ro May 4, and so close to the elections, 
and with the Israelis using this as an issue in 
their election campaign, we don't want to 
come out and give them any more ammuni- 
tion than necessary. And if he would have 
come and sounded like we are supporting or 
guaranteeing a future Palestinian stale, when 
vve always said it has to he negotiated, that 
would just inllnmo and support Netanyahu s 
position. And we dun't want to do dial " 

In response to Palestinian negoti.it ni Saeb 
Erekat’s criticism of the administration lor not 
recognizing self-detcimination at this srage 
and on reports that Arafat went home empty- 
handed after meeting with Clinron. die source 
described such statements as “pre-election 
rhetoric." 

“We have to decide what empty handed 
is?" lie asked. 

“Does empty handed mean Arafat not get- 
ting a document or a press conference where 
die |USJ President would come out and say we 
demand a state for the Palestinians? And we 
support them and we arc going to make the 
Israelis give it to them? Is that something that 
they have wanted? they know tliar wc are not 


ARAFAT LEFT WASHINGTON WITH A PLEDGE 


TO PUSH NEGOTIATIONS 


Analysis.- 

PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT YASSER Arafat 
came ro Washington Inst week seeking 
assurances that the United States would rec- 
ognize a ftalestinian right to selPdetemiina- 
rion while the 0 inton administration's for- 
eign policy apparatus was consumed with 
the more grave Issue of war and peace in 
Kosova. 

United States President Bill Clinton reaf- 
firmed to the Palestinian President in their 
meeting last Tuesday his long-held opposi- 
tion to any such declaration and said the 
issue should be resolved through negotia- 
tions with Israel. Arafat called the talks “very 
constructive and fhritftil," and said that he 
"listened very carefully to the advice of 
President Clinton" adding: "the most Impor- 
tant thing lie promised me is to preserve the 
continuity of the peace process despite all 
the difficulties and the obstacles we are fac- 
ing today President Clinton has sliown me 
the determination to move forward in the 
peace process." 

Observers in Washington, however, 
believe Arafat left only with an American 
pledge to push for accelerated permanent 
status negotiations, but without any com- 
mitments on recognizing a Palestinian state 
down the road. 

Bill Quandt, a former national security 
adviser under President Carter and who is 
dose to the Clinton Administration's think- 
ing on the Middle East, told The Arab Daily 
that “Arafat hfis been told if things go well, 
that is between now and May or June, and 
die elections produce a more moderate gov- 
ernment! Clinton has promised that he will 
immediately convene some kind of another 
summit where he will personally be Involved 
in the negotiations in the time he has 
remaining td.Him which is realistically mean- 
ing the remainder of this year. He will, make 
a mujor effort to gel the negotiations 
going," 


The frustration of die Palestinian side was 
dear in the statements of Palestinian offi- 
cials who partidpnted in the Qiilton-Aialat 
meeting at the White House. Saeb Erekat, 
chief Palestinian negotiator, expressed dis- 
may at the American position In his state- 
ments to the media and acknowledged that 
there were differences between die two 
sides over the statehood issue. 

"We have differences with the American 
Administration on die main issue, because 
they say they cannot change their declared 
policy," he said, adding "but we say time lias 
come to tell die Administration tliat if they 
really want to achieve just peace In the 
region they must recognize the right of 
Palestinian self determination and an inde- 
pendent state. When they say we have to 
negotiate this with the Israeli side, that 
means they give a veto power to die Israelis 
over this issue. Tills is not fair and not justi- 
fied at all." 

Palestinian officials expressed concern 
that if the date was pushed back, as some 
leaders have advised, It could lead to open- 
ended negotiations with no finite end. “We 
are just simply asking to fill the vacuum, the 
political and legal vacuum," he said. He 
added that the administration is "taking this 
issue very, very seriously," but that there are 
many questions about what will happen in 
May. “We need help." he said. “We need 
others for once to take risks." 

Palestinian arid American sources who 
spoke to The Arab Daily say that the US wiU 
not change its declared position an the 
statehood Issue. But a senior State 
Department official, briefing reporters on 
' background only, indicated that the United 
States had little to offer to Arafat. 'The key 
thing (rani our standpoint is tliat tire 
President [Clinton] made dear that we are 
not going to change our policy positions," 
die official said. Asked about recognizing a : 
right to seffidetermljiatipn / For the 


Palestinians, he said: "That's nor language 
that weVe used before... We're not going to 
be changing." 

According to the US official, “When nego- 
tiations resume, they really need to be on on 
intensive, accelerated basis, they really have 
to be conducted in a way that is serious and 
credible and it shouldn't be open-ended. We 
accept the idea that the process should not 
be open-ended, but we don’t accept the 
Idea that yoti blight to pick a date and that 
If thlttgs aren’t, worked out by that time, 
then that serf les everything,” he said. 

Quandt, however, said tliat he was not at 
all surprised flint there is nothing very con- 
crete to point to after the Qinton-Arafat 
meeting. ’'But politicians pay attention to 
symbblsj at least from the American stand 
point of view, " lie said, adding "the fact that 
Arafat has visited and tliat Clinton visited 
him in Gaza during a period when Israeli-US 
relations ore tibt very dose, is symbolic. 1 
think what dirtton is saying ‘I can give you 
certain symbolic things, such as we 
Americans take you Palestinians seriously, 
we are listening to you, we are prepared to 
continue a high level dialogue, but we can't 
get very detailed right now and you know 
why'! Because of the Israeli elections. We 
don't want to do anything to help 
Netanyahu's prospects."' 

Commenting op Saeb Erekaf s statement 
that it is not fair to wait to settle the state- 
hood Issue by negotiations because It will 
give Israel veto power over the Issue, 
Quandt said |t Is riot a matter of fairness, but 
arealityT' 

"In a fair world the Palestinians and .the 
Israelis would be on an equ&l footing and 
could negotiate without Involving the 
Americans. The reality Is that die Israelis 
have (he territory, they have the power, - they 
have international support, Including the 
Americap support, and the Palestfniansare 
In a very weak position. So yes, it is unf?ir[ 
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mure political dl.m which is what he pc 
nuriing with tin- President who assured im 
ilini wc .ire iiiininiitcd to dmtinue with 
pc.uv pi m ess. He is nor going to get better 
tl inn 1 1 i*h at this point in time." 

Tile source hclieves that what Arafat got i 
mostly symbolic tilings, which are sigita 
politically. 

"He lias, to realize tliat Israel is on only 
pro-Western, longest democratic ally in die 
Middle Fast and our largest aid redpknt.and 
the Jewish lobby is very powerful in the United 
Stares,” lie said, adding "We are getting doser 
to the Palestinians mid freezing out the 
Israelis, and that in itself is a large symbolic 
gesture towards the Palestinians." 

From MUNIR NASSER 

Washington Chief Correspondent’ 




but that is reality. I guess what people like 
me hope, that over lime some of that reali- 
ty can "be changed, lull it can't be changed 
overnight." 

Evaluating the problem facing Arafat after 
promising his people ihm he will declare 
statehood on May 4, Quandt said Ararat may 
have raised expectations, "bur frankly If I 
were Palestinian I would say the word 'state' 
is not what Interests me. What interests me 
is the reality of a viable and decent place to 
live in. If all we have is these dots on the 
map that are controlled by the Israelis, we 
can call it a state, but we know that In reali- 
ty It is going to be more like a Piiudiistan, 
the South African homeland, not n viable 
state. So let us not foots on verbal games, 
and focus on reality. Cm we get the Israelis 
out of our territory ami create n strong 
enough economy so our people can live 
decently? And frankly If I were u Palestinian 
I would also ask; can we have a West ininn 
democratic state? Because we got enough 
dictatorships in this part of the world, and 
we who have suffered enough under the 
Israelis, should not luive to suffer under our 
own leaders," 

On the reluctance of the Clinton 
Administration to use the term "self deter- 
mination" for Palestinians, Quandt said 
"when I talk private to people in the 
Admiiiistration, the whole idea of a 
Palestinian state doesn't cause them any 
problem at all. Tliey all know that if there is 
going to be a real peace, there will be a 
Palestinian state. But they are still afraid if 
they .sty it, before the Israelis have 
embraced the idea, that it will be viewed as 
.undermining the negotiating process by 
prejudging its outcome. My personal view is 
that tills is not trap, but that was their over- 
all approach for the lp$c,15 years. I don't 
think tiiey are gbing td change it, but in pri- 
; vat? no body dlsagHre$ with'tlift first lady" . 

When a^ketf; . to ^foment bn the 1 
European itylbjv position tty rfje. statehood 


issue and on dieir support of i* 
Palestinians right to a state, Qua® 

"this is an Interesting development bwau* 
tiw Americans and Europeans hve'W*" 
working on some understanding^ * 
coordination of positions, wh 0 ™?. 
Europeans will say and do tw "*■ 
Americans don’t disagree with, buttwy 
don't feel that they can now By It. tw 
supposed to give Ararat partial safely 
1 k* could say 'you see, die pwe 
have now come out publicly P ' 
and we are gaining support. As 
things nre designed to 
for his willingness not to declare nW" « 
dence on May 4. It is quW-pro^uoJct^ 
through the Israeli elections and tWjJ. 
new ball game." . ' -Vlu 

On reconciling the, JWSfr 
American differences over die 
hoodi and 

JcniMlem, Quandt said there Is 
tal difference hi J udgei ^J?^S 
Americans and Europeans oil WJ'jf 

T was recently at a . 

and Europearis 

and Iran than over^tiw Arpb^^, 

1 he said. . 
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'MORALISTIC, CONFUSED 
AND TERRIBLY SELFISH' 


NATO FORCES ARE teetering on the 
issue of ground force deployment, as 
was the case with the allied forces in 
the Gulf War. As such, broader scale air 
raids stand to be fruitless, which may 
mean (hat the US-led campaign could 
drag on in Yugoslavia, according to 
Dominique Moist, assistant manager of 
the French Institute for International 
Research, who characterizes the West 
with three words; “moralistic, confused 
and terribly selfish." 

Following is the full text of the inter- 

WW: 


The Arab Daily: Do you think NATO 
forces will be able ro win the battle 
against Slobodan Milosevic? 

Dominique Moisi: Unfortunately, I’m 
afraid not... 1 think, if they want to have 
a real impact on the Serbian military 
ability, they would have to use ground 
forces. Without that 1 believe it may 
remain a hit abstract and real tough. 

Wliar happened in Bosnia before was 
not mainly the result of air fours but 
the victory of the US-armed Croatian 
army over the Serbs. 

■ So, basically, my answer would sim- 


ply be "they surely need ground 
forces." 

The Arab Daily: Are you sure NATO 
forces will win the battle if they use 
ground forces? 

Dominique Mo'isi: Of course, 

because the Serbian army was defeated 
by the Croatian army, so the allied 
forces will easily defeat the Serbian 
army. 

But nobody knows how long this 
operation will take. The extremely dan- 
gerous thing about this situation is that 
the Americans have launched an opera- 


tion without a clear exit strategy. 

[The situation] will also depend on 
the resistance of the Serbs and the 
number of troops sent iu Yugoslavia. 

Thu Arab Daily: Wli.u will be the 
most probable scenario dm mg the next 
few days in your opinion? 

Dominique Mn’isi: The most proba- 
ble scenario is a kind of "enlistment." 
as we say in French. 1 mean tile situa- 
tion becomes blocked lor days and 
weeks... There is some doubr 
expressed about the validity of the US 
land operation, and basically we are ill 


a mess, so I think a messy scenario is 
more likely than a clear set one. 

The Arab Daily: Tens of thousands of 
terrified Kosovar refugees were forced 
by Yugoslav armed forces tn cross the 
boarder into Albania. Macedonia and 
Montenegro on Sunday. Altogether, 
more than half a million Kosovar 
Albanians have been forced t«» ike 
Ihcir homos in the ongoing crises, is 
I’ resident Slobodan Mifosivit trying to 
(G o to page 201 
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NATO TROOPS 
LACK MANDATE 


Agencies — Despite increasing 
calls for NATO to send ground 
troops into Kosovo to halt 
reported carnage, its troops in 
Macedonia lack the mandate 
and capability for such an oper- 
ation, officials saicl Monday. 

NATO has about 12,000 com- 
tat troops in this mountain- 
ringed state bordering 
Yugoslavia. Originally deployed 
a 2, 500-strong security back- 
up for international monitors, 
the force has been greatly 
expanded to prepare for an 
envisioned peacekeeping mis- 
sion if a political settlement is 
reached. 

Western political leaders and 
NATO officials Insist that hasn't 
dunged. 

“We don't haVe offensive 
capabilities,** said Major Jan 
kosten, spokesman for NATO 
forces in the region. “Our mis- 
siOn has not changed 
here. We haven't 


received any other guidance. 

Macedonia's army has only 
about 20,000 lightly armed 
troops, and its government has 
said it opposes any NATO 
attack. 

Although NATO troops from 
Britain, France, Germany, Italy 
and the Netherlands have some 
heavy weaponry, they would 
face n 1 15.000-strong Yugoslav 
army that includes 60,000 para- 
military police and 1 ,000 main 
battle tanks. 

NATO needs more aircraft 
and is considering new targets 
In its race to prevent Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
from "cleansing" Kosovo of eth- 
nic Albanians, a senior NATO 
military source said on 
Monday.' 

"We are considering a variety , 
of extra resources. Blit I am not 
at liberty to talk about that," 

the official told Reutefs.. . 

(Go to pagfc 20) 










CAL NEW 


CROWN PRINCE 
RECEIVES CABLES OF 
CONGRATULATIONS 


MARCH 30, m - jTjg 

US CONGRESS EXPECTED TO PASS~AID 
PACKAGE TO JORDAN BEFORE JUNE 


HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS Crown Prince Hamza h received 
telegrams of congratulations on the occasion of his 19th birth- 
day from top Jordanian officials in which they wished him 
good health and happiness and many happy returns. 

The Crown Prince received telegrams from Prime Minister 
Abdur-ra’uf Rawabdeh, Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament Zaid Rifa'I and Speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament Abdul-Hadi Majali. 

In their telegrams, Rawabdeh, Rifa'I and Majali renewed 
their support and allegiance to the Crown Prince as he carries 
his responsibilities towards his country and people, and 
wished him success in his endeavors for the wellbeing of the 
nation under the leadership of His Majesty King Abdullah. 

-Crown Prince Hamzah was born in Amman on March 29th, 
1980 to His Majesty the late King Hussein and Her Majesty 
Queen Noor. 

Prince Hamzah is currently pursuing his studies at Sandhurst 
Royal Military Academy in the United Kingdom. 

While in London yesterday, the Crown Prince called on the 
Jordanian Embassy where he was received by Jordan's Ambassador 
to the United Kingdom, Fuad Ayyoub and senior diplomats, who 
extended to him their best wishes on the occasion of Eid Al-Adha 
and congratulated him on his birthday — Petra. 


ABBADI THANKS SAUDI 
KING FOR HIS COUNTRY'S 
ASSISTANCE TO PILGRIMS 

SAUDI KING FAHD received heads of pilgrim delegations at his 
residence in Jeddah, on the last: days of the Haj. 

Jordan's Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul-Salam 
Abbadi joined the delegations during the visit, and thanked 
the king for his government's support and assistance to the 
pilgrims during their stay in Saudi Arabia. 

Speaking on behalf of Islamic delegations visiting the king, 
Abbadi expressed appreciation of the king's efforts to achieve 
solidarity and cohesiveness among Muslims or the Arab World, 
through his support to Arab and Islamic institutions. 

The minister praised the excellent relations and strong ties 
between Saudi Arabia and Jordan, which were established by 
the late King Hussein and King Fahd, and would continue 
under the leadership of King Abdullah bin Al-Husseln. 

Abbadi wished the King continued good health In the ser- 
vice of the Arab nation at it faces a critical era in its history. 

Abbadi also wished King Fahd and his people continued 
prosperity on the occasion of Eid Al-Adha — Petra » 


THREE KILLED AND 
26 INJURED IN 
ROAD ACCIDENTS 

ACCORDING TO PUBLIC Security reports, three people were 
killed and 26 were injured in two major road accidents on 
Monday, one taking place on the rbad leading to Ma'in Spa 
near Madaba, and the other in Wadi Shu'eib in Balqa' gover- 
norate. 

In the first accident, a private bus carrying 15-19 year olds 
overturned as it was going down the Ma'in Spa. 

TWo of the passengers were killed and thirteen were badly 
injured. Royal Air Force aircraft and public security personnel 
assisted in the rescue operation. 

Some of the injured were transferred by helicopter to Marka 
Military hospital in Amman, while others were taken to Al- 
Nadim hospital in Madaba. The corps oF the deceased were 
taken to Al-Basjiir hospital in Amman. 

In the other accident, one man was killed and 13 citizens 
were injured in a three-car pile up in the Wadi Shu’eib area.. 

The injured were transferred to Salt hospital with the assis- 
tance of public security personnel - — Petra. , 
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THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION expects 
Congress to approve the aid package to 
Jordan before this coming June, according to 
a Srate Department source in Washington. 

The source told The Arab Daily that 
Congress is receptive to helping Jordan, and 
that the aid package will start moving for- 
ward once the fighting in Kosovo stops. 

"With the recommitment of mmmmmm 
the new King to die Wye agree- ^ 

ment implementation, I think $ 

Congress sees that Jordan is 
much like Egypt, Saudi Arabia, (jpfpr. 
the United Arab Emirates, * 

Bahrain and Qatar in their close *- 

economic and military relation- L, 

ship with the United States," he m 

said. 

The source, who asked to remain 
unnamed, said that the statement made by 
US Assistant Secretary of State Martin lndyk 
in Congress last week was meant “to assure 
the new King and shore him up by showing 
our solidarity and respect for what he is try- 
ing to do and to assist him in breaking his 
economy away from Iraq, mainly in die oil 
sector.” 

The source was referring to the testimony 
made by lndyk before the Senate 
Appropriations Committee last Thursday In 
which he discussed US President Bill 
Clinton's request for die Wye Supplemental 
Package to Jordan,' Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

lndyk said In his testimony that Jordan 
"played an important role at Wye, and we 
expect it will continue to play a key role in 
the peace process, In this transition period 
following the death of King Hussein, we 
need to send a strong signal of support for 
King Abdullah as he continues in the foot- 
steps of his father” 

“Wfe are at a key Juncture in Jordan’s histo- 
ry with the transition to new leadership dur- 
ing a period of ongoing regional tension, 
especially in Iraq. It is important that we 
move forward quickly to demonstrate our 
strong support for Jordan's King Abdullah." 

lndyk told the US Senate Appropriations 
Committee that the first component of the 
Supplemental package to Jordan for 1999 
includes $100 million, with $50 million In 
economic aid and $50 million in military aid. 
Hie said the 1999 component Is extremely 
■; important to demonstrate responsiveness to 
Jordan’s heeds for economic and military 


support in this transition period. 

On the economic level, he said there is a 
need for immediate balance -of- payments 
support linked to economic reforms, 
because such support would send a very 
important signal. 

Militarily, lndyk said, there is an urgent 
need to demonstrate support for the mod- 


$50 million: Hawk air 
defense package, refurbishing 
Cobras, Y2K readiness 


ernization and readiness of the Jordanian 
armed forces. 

"We expect $50 million in 1999 resources 
to begin to redress weaknesses in logistical 
readiness in three time-sensitive areas: a 
HAWK air defense support package; refur- 
bishment of Cobra helicopters and vehicles; 
and Y2K readiness in the Jordanian military,” 
he explained. 

The military aid package tojordan, accord- 
ing to lndyk, "will address the severely 
degraded conditions of basic military Items, 
air defense, munitions, border security 
equipment, night vision, communications 
gear, transportation equipment, helicopters, 
anti-tank missiles, and basic fixed-wing air- 
craft. The current Jordanian inventory will be 
obsolete in 5 years without this Infusion, and 
Jordan cannot defend its borders with Syria 
and Iraq without this equipment," he snid, 
adding: "the package developed by the 
Department of Defense contains the 
absolute minimum: spare parts, basic 
upgrades, and only the most essential equip- 
ment required to meet modernization and 
readiness needs.” 

Commenting on the US concern over 
weaknesses in Jordan's military readiness 
and the concern over threats from neighbor- 
ing Iraq, the US State Department source 
told ITte ; Arab Daily that the American 
Administration does not feel that Iraq has 
the capability to mount any type of major 
offensive, ' let alone : to go to war with a fellow . 
Arab state. ' 

. "But We. want to assure the Jordanian peo- 
,ple and govemmerit that we are committed . 
“ as we have been 


committed towards various Gulf slates in 
providing them with military assistance," be 
snid. 

"1 he relationship we wantto develop with 
the new King, being a former military officer 
who i.s very close to his military comnunfa 
and generals. |is that) we want to assure Ion 
and them (that) we are going to be comm- 
mmm tec! to their defense and the modem- 
izntion of the military." 

“We view our relationship «Ji 
Jordan in a more favorable, pro- 
i|nr Western approach. They are mow 
modem, they are more rtdkasL 
they are coming along faster ir they 
. human l ights, the press freedoms and 
m ^ other things like that. Wi? view them 
as true partners in the peace process, 
he said. , 

In his Senate testimony, lndyk stressed 
that the $50 million economic aid package to 
Jordan is also critical. He said reducing unenv 

plnyment and reviving economic growth ae 

“the key challenges facing the new King. ® 
it is essential that he succeeds." 

lndyk told the Senators that theOinwo 
Administration hopes to disburse this initial 
$50 million before the middle of the yen 
"The remaining $50 million In ecowm 
aid would be as an advance appropoatlonW 
fiscal year 2000 and would be- ot® 
between water projects and regional on 

opinent in the economically needy soutnw 

region," he said. • 

lndyk added that Increasing and WFJ 
Jordan's water supply Is critical both. 


near term and in the long term. 

“Water could very well become thj 
or-break Issue for Middle East 
faces a nuge $3 billion Investments^ 
the water sector, which liaS lca Jag 
pumping and damage to- the iqujjtFi 
because of low rainfall, we 
menls of a genuine crisis this year- Kgg 
tlal that we demonstrate to tnejjgg; 
people that we are working 
this problem and creating 
future. Urban water shortagesBjW^^ 
politically sensitive; issuaj 
direct linkage to, the peace 
water provisions of 
peace treaty," lndyk $a|d; , ; 
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JORDANIAN POLITICIANS CONDEMN 
NATO AIR STRIKES ON THE BALKANS 


-ORDANIAN POLITICIANS HAVE con- 
demned the latest NATO air strikes against 
the Balkan Region, saying the attacks have 
Inlv led to an exodus of refugees, resulting 
■ n a human disaster, unprecedented since 

World War II. . , , . . 

In separate interviews with the Arab 

tally a number of politicians have voiced 
their opinion of the US policy and of NATO 
strikes as follows: 

Secretary-General or the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF), Abdul-Larif Arablyat: 

■■The Americans have managed to launch 
air strikes on Serbia and destroy Kosovo at 
the same time. The people of the area are 
the ones who are victimized by the action, 
but they will eventually understand things 

in their true meaning. • 

When the Americans bombard the 
Serbs, the Serbs retaliated by attacking the 
Kosovars. The Americans know very well 
how to play the game. 

The world should be aware that the US 
does not want Islamic existence on the 
Balkan territories. In Afghanistan, for 
instance, they sought initially ro drive the 
Russians out of the country, but they do 
wish an Islamic regime to rule the country. 

The situation is so critical since the con- 
spiracy behind the action would only be 
revealed after the success of the plan. 

We have to understand the nature and 
objectives of the 

conspiracy, and to prevent the enemies 
of Muslims from carrying it our. 

Unfortunately, the Americans have been 
very skillful in designing roles and steering 
them. They simply do whatever action that 
may best serve their objectives, when they 
have thoroughly considered all the odds. 

The US may strike a specific enemy 
under the umbrella of the international law, 
while they hit another as a byproduct 

Secretary General of the Ba ath 
Progressive Party Fuad Dabbour 

There is no such thing called interna- 
tional legitimacy as long as the American 
arrogance prevails. The American action 
against the Serbs is a matter of show off 
after they have bypassed all international 
organizations. I do not believe that the 
United States is keen to safeguard human 
rights in Kosovo. How come the US sides 
with Turkey in attacking the Kurds, and 
striking at Iraq and Sudan, while at the 
same time attacks Yugoslavia? 

The USA as the only super power In the 
world is undoubtedly applying a double 
standard to the Issues it handles. 

Spokesman of the Jordan Arab Socialist 
Ba’ath Party, Ahmed NajdRWi: 

NATO Is dominated by the United States 
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superiority over the world, while ignoring 
all norms of international relations estab- 
lished since World War II. 

Had the objective been to rescue the 
Kosovar Muslims, the result would not have 
been made even worse with NATO's aggres- 
sion which has intensified atrocity against 
Kosovans. 

The United States aims at making NATO 
a lenient tool in its hands, bearing in mind 
that the aggression constituted the first 
Atlantic war in Europe regardless of who 
was the aggressor. 

We all have one task, namely to stand 
against this aggression just like we did 
when Iraq and Sudan were bombarded by 
the United States. 

The United States lias its own interests 
in addition tn its inhumane objectives. We 
do remember how the US has been dealing 
with Israel in handling the peace process, 
particularly the issue of the Jewish settle- | 
meuts. 

The peoples of the world can not any- 
more be fooled by the well fabricated lies 
initiated by the United States. 

President of the Doctors’ Association, 
Bassim Dajani: 

The United States of America does not 
recognize international laws. The aggres- 
sion on Serbia totally violates International 
legitimacy. When it comes to the US inter- 
ests, the Law of the Jungle dominates. 

The United States objective is to get rid 
of the Albanians, and to give the Serbs all | 
the freedom they need to massacre the 
Kosovar defenseless people. 

President of the Engineers’ Association, 
Azzam Henaldi: 

We have a clear opinion about the 
United States, whose attitude does not usu- 
ally emerge from the interests of the peo- 
pies. If that was not the case, then why has 
the United States been imposing the 
embargo on. the Iraqi people for the past 

eight years7 , 

Naturally,: we oppose the Serbs: crimes 
In Kosovo, but in the meantime, the air- 
strikes haVd not relieved the Kosovars fr° m 
the injustice they have, been subjected to. 

The United States is the first country JP 
.violate without hesitation international 
legitimacy, 1 do. not exdude a consplratbri- 
i £] objective behind the air-strikes, as the 
situation lias considerably deteriorated . . 


Abdul-Lntif Arablyat 

of America. The whole story is an attempr 
to exploit the ethnic problem in a way that 
enables the USA to rule the Balkan Region. 

The Yugoslav people could have solved 
their problems on their own and in a differ- 
ent manner. 

The problem is not directly connected 
to the Albanians. Muslims or even the 
Serbs. It is. rather an attempt to control the 
independence of a European decision. 

The US is exploiting regional disputes in 
order to implement its unilateral control 
and to deprive nations of self determina- 
tion. 

President of the Dentists' Association. 
Ahmed Qadiri: 

The international community is practic- 
ing a policy of double standards, whereby 
international legitimacy is practiced in cer- 
tain parts of the world while they are 
ignored in others. 

The United States is trying to instigate 
an ethnic explosion in the Balkan. 

An observer of the conflict would 
deduct that a postponement of the strike 
was futile. This postponement has only 
served to buy time and reap political gains, 
as well as to neutralize certain countries. 

The air strikes had negative side effects 
on Kosovo, producing demographic 
changes and resulting in masses of relugees 
fleeing rhelr country, a human disaster 
unprecedented since World War II. 

The US administration's aim was to win 
the hearts of Islamic nations on one hand, 
and to alter the political map on the other. 

Secretary-General of ,.the Jordan 
Communist Party, Munir Hamarneh: 

The ongoing war is an aggression 
against international legitimacy. It is mere- 
ly a demonstration of US arrogance and 


Ah food Qadiri 
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.. 'Interviewed by NASjEp SHADlD 


ON THE BASIS iliac the Almighty is Lord of most, everyone and their moth- 
cr believe tliat it is their religious right to slick their nose Into the Jerusalem 
affair. In effect this is heavenly sent for the Palestinians eveh though it had 

always been used against them. , . , 

Since getting up the nose of international legitimacy hasn t worked 
since 1948. for as long as rubbing Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahus 
nose in where it hasn’t yet been is not oil the agenda or US foreign policy 
drat remains a hostage to its Bible Belt and for as long as all accords signed 
by and between Israel and others are there for when Netanyahu needs to 
blow his nose, no final status negotiations over the city ot peace promise 
to bring about any peace to the region. . . 

The Palestinians have no option but to keep their nose to the grind- 
stone on dedaring a recognizable state with Holy Jerusalem its capital. 
Religion can be the best icing on the legitimate rights cake the Palestinians 
have been carrying around from Amman, to Beirut and then Gaza if the BA 
takes it to where it belongs: the international arena. 

In coordination with the earthly authority. Jordan is willing to nosedive 
straight into the mess, ardently daimiug its historic tight to protect the 
religious sites, tills can only help. By encouraging belicveis in the world to 
follow their nose in demanding a Jerusalem for all three faiths, nothing is 
more appropriate than the old concept of a secular Palestine vis-ajvis 
Jerusalem thar docs not differentiate amongst people on the basis ot then 

“ ft.r as king as their capital is occupied, Palestinians like Ziad Abu Had 
— who represents Jerusalem at the Palestinian legislative Council — wil 
liiive to snurr in what tile occupier dishes out, raise their heads high and 
use it for all its worth. By being banvd from his city, he is being thrown into 
exile- giving the Palestinians yet more to justify the argument that the Holy 
City cannot remain under the claws of a racist state that differentiates even 

against non-orthodox Jews. . , , . ... 

The closures yesterday ol three authority offices m Jerusalem and the 
ongoing attempts to shut down The Orient House are all proof that Israel 
is incapable ol sharing when ir has the upper hand. Moreover, by bunging 
Jerusalem into his elections campaign. Netanyahu is being sacrilegious 
by nil religious standards — ns he tries to use Gml to me* las peisoiiul 

.ill of this in be worth anything, it has to rejcli the \wM « religious 
I community, especially those wlm ..re paying through their nose m support 
0 f da- Israel they think they see in the Bible. If the Palesimi.m Atuhmiiy e* 
able to achieve this. IsTacl could be beaten at Iter own marketing game hy | 
proving that unlike the Palestinians who have acquired their lights to the 
city by birth. Israel’s good looks is the result of no more than a ivse-juK 
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ARABS FEAR PRECEDENT 
AS NATO STRIKES YUGOSLAVIA 


CAIRO (AFP) — The NATO air strikes 
on Yugoslavia stirred fears among 
Arab officials on Monday that a prece- 
dent was being set for similar arracks 
against Muslim and other countries in 
• the future. 

“Some (Arabs) are happy with these 
strikes, but they forget that such 
action could be used against Libya, 
Sudan, Iraq, Iran or India,” an Egyptian 
foreign ministry official said on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

The strikes are aimed at punishing 
Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosovic for refusing to stop attacks 
by his forces on the mainly Muslim 
ethnic Albanians in Kosovo province. 

The Egyptian official warned the 
strikes set an “extremely serious 
precedent" since NATO had acred out- 
side its traditional sphere of influence 
and without consulting the parlia- 
ments of member countries. 

"Nor should we forget the question 
or minorities in a state," according to 
the official, an expert on tire former 
Yugoslavia. 

"In such a case, Iraq could be hit 
because of the Kurdish problem, 
Sudan because or its treatment of 
Christians and India because its bor- 
ders are gripped with ethnic vio- 
lence," he added. 

A senior Arab League official, who 


□Iso asked not to be named, told AFP 
the Arabs were divided between soli- 
darity lor the Muslims of Kosovo and 
fear the NATO strikes could set a 
precedent for attacks against them. 

“There is a degree of satisfaction, 
because this time it is the butchers of 
the Muslims who are being hit, but 
there is also fear for the future," the 
official said. 

Such concern is the reason that 
Egypr and the Arab League stressed 
Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosovic was to blame for the crisis 
rather than putting the emphasis on 
the strikes themselves, he added. 
Meanwhile Maamun Al Hodeiby, the 
spokesman for the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Egypt, told AFP that 
tile United States was fooling no-one 
iF it was trying to show the world it 
was being even-handed toward 
Muslims. 

"They don't know what justice and 
humanism are. In Bosnia they 
stonewalled until it was cleansed and 
also their actions against Iraq and 
their behayior toward the Kurds in 
Turkey prove it,” the Brotherhood 
spokesman said. 

Libya and Iraq, which are both 
under UN sanctions, condemned the 
NATO strikes. 

“This aggression, whicli is using the 


situation in Kosovo as a pretext, 
exposes international peace to grave 
dangers," a Libyan state television said 
in a commentary immediately follow- 
ing the first strikes on Wednesday. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
Friday charged that the attacks, 
launched without UN Security Council 
approval, amounted to “brutal aggres- 
sion.” 

Iran has consistently denounced the 
air strikes, which it described as “ille- 
gal commenting after the first wave 
that they would only heighten the 
Kosovo crisis. 

However, Foreign Minister Kama! 
Kharazi also pointed out that the raids 
had been “brought about by the atti- 
tude of the Belgrade government.” 

Gulf comment has been more sym- 
pathetic to the NATO action, 

Kuwait s Ai Anbaa described 
Saddam and Milosovic as “two like- 
minded tyrants.” 

“The world will no doubt be a much 
better Rlace once they have both paid 
the price for their destructive policies 
which affect the whole world, not just 
the Arabs and the Balkans.” it said. 

A Kuwaiti foreign ministry 
spokesman blamed Serbia, the domi- 
nant republic of the federal 
Yugoslavia, for the escalation, even 
though his country backed a political 






Belgrade™ rallying In the central city .quara at a prole^ 
concert against NATO alrstrlkes on Monday, holding up an 
Iraqi flag. Since the alralrlke. began six days ago, grj w “ 
lag defiance and angar against the bombing has led the 
residents to sympathise with Iraq's experlnce. 


settlement. 

Meanwhile the semi-official Saudi 
newspaper, said NATO's move was 
good if late,” and that its aim was to 
"end the terrible tragedy endured by 
the Muslim people of Kosovo." 

The United Arab Emirates newspa- 
per Al Khaleej predicted on Monday 


the NATO strikes would lead to "more 
tragedies" for ethnic Albanians in the 
province. 

But the immediate reaction of the 
United Arab Emirates government on 
Thursday was that the NATO air 
strikes were the “only option" left for 
tlie international community. 


REPORT: RUSSIAN PM ALLEGEDLY 
BRIBED BY IRAQI PRESIDENT 


WASHINGTON (DPA) — US 
intelligence has information 
that Russian Prime Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov, an old 
acquaintance of Iraq's President 
Saddam Hussein, accepted 
S800.000 from the Iraqi govern- 
ment in !997, presumably in 
return for Russian assistance 
with strategic weapons tech- 
nologies, according to an arti- 
cle in the April S issue of The 
New Yorker magazine. 

“This Is rack solid - 1 rand ad," 
investigative reporter Seymour 
M. Hersh quotes an American 
intelligence sou ice as saying. 
The Washington Post reported 
Monday. 

The source was describing 
whar he said was an electroni- 
cally monitored bank transFer 
between Tariq Aziz, Iraq’s 
deputy prime minister, and 
Primakov, then foreign minister. 
US intelligence learned of the 
exchange in November 1997 
from a British intercept, Hersh 
says. 

“There was a wire transfer to 
an account" traceable to 
Primakov "of eight hundred 
thousand dollars,” Hersh 
quotes a second official as say- 
ing, adding that the official 


assessed the intelligence as top 
quality. The Post reported. 

“It is not clear how the intel- 
ligence community was able to 
identify Primakov as the bene fi- 
. ciary," Hersh notes, since, as a - 
former high-level intelligence 
official, the Russian leader 
would be unlikely to accept r 
payoff in his own name or in a 
way easy to trace. 

The Post said some experts 
have responded skeptically to 
the report on similar grounds. 
"It doesn’t ring true," said a US • 
arms control official. He has 
seen no such intelligence 
reports, he said, but added that 
does not mean they do not 
exist. 

A spokesman at the Russian 
embassy in Washington "vehe- 
mently" denied all charges of 
corruption against Primakov, 
the New Yorker reports. A State 
Department spokesman said 
officials would have no immedi- 
ate comment, according to The 
Post. 



Russia., Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov. 


TOP MILITIA COMMANDERS 
AMBUSHED, 3 KILLED IN SOMALIA 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — At least three people were killed and five oth- 
ers injured when gunmen ambushed a vehicle carrying top militia 
diiefs of a leading Somali’warlord Hussein Mohammad Aidid, a news- 
paper said Monday. 

Murursade sub-dan gunmen badly wounded Aidid's top militia 
commander Mahmoud Mohammad Sigane, his driver and another top 
Aidid aide, Sharif Ali Dliabaney, in Sunday afternoon's attack at south 
Mogadishu s Bakara Market, the Qaran daily reported. 

One of those killed was Sigaue's bodyguard, while the other two 
were civilians lilt in crossfire, witnesses said. 

TVvo other bodyguards to Aidid's aides were also wounded. 

Doctors who operated on Sigane, a militia “general,'' said he had 
three gunshot wounds, but they were not life-threatening. 

Aidid, die warlord of the south of the capital, visited his wounded 
commanders in hospital on Sunday night, die Aynmaha newspaper 
reported on Monday. 

The motive for the attack was not yet dear, but sources here 
believe it was instigated by recent disagreements between Sigane and 
| warlord Mohammad Qanyare Afrah, a powerful Murursade faction 
leader. 

The ambush left south Mogadishu very tense, with analysts pre-. 
dieting a follow-up battle between Murursade and Suleyman gunmen 
of the Habr Gedir, both Hawiye, with a strong following in Mogadishu. 

Meanwhile, north Mogadishu warlord Musa Sudi ftlahqw has;, 
vowed to launch an artillery attack on residential- arid :commen(ial l- 
areas of south Mogadishu if clansmen living there come ,to' help his. ' 
Abgal rivals. ' ... 

In a statement issued here on Monday, Yalaliow said the main 
get will be Bakara market and Bar Ubali neighborhoods dqmlndtwty. 
supporters of Aidid, which he will torch with aggressivefirepowef-- -j. 

Yalahow himself an Abgal warrior, has been engaged 1 since 
March in fierce battles in north Mogadishu with die Galmah subr^ 1 
militia loyal to Hussein Ali Ahmad, who is the governor- of 
.Mogadishu administration. • . * 

The police force recruited by Ahmad in collabor^oa!>rf^A^.’ 

• 3nd north Mogadishu strpngman'AJI Mahdi Moha^ . 

-carrying out unusual exercises In Mogadishu; witicH ■ 

observers as prebaring for i joint fight- - 


observers af preparing for d; joint- fight- ag^in^V^lbhOw;iil r ' 



Mo stly — march 3u, — - — _ _ - - H 

US: BEST WAY TO CONTAIN IRAN 
IS TO OVERTHROW IRAQI PRESIDENT 


DUBAI (AFP) - The United 
States sees Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein’s overthrow as 
the best way to contain a grow- 
ing military threat from Iran, a 
senior US official said in an 
interview published on Monday. 

“Iran represents a threat to 
the Emirates and other coun- 
ts of the Gulf, and we take 
this threat seriously." Martin 
Indyk, US assistant secretary or 
state for the Middle East, told 
the London-based Arabic daily 
Al Hayat. 

“The best way to face up to 
this problem, which will worsen 
with the development of Iran's 
capacity in weapons of mass 
destruction and medium-range 


missiles, is to work for a change 
of government in Iraq," he said. 

“Iraq can play a role, but with 
Saddam in power this role can 
not be constructive" Indyk said. 

"That's why we must embark 
on the mission to change the 
government in Iraq so that this 
country can participate in main- 
taining stability in the face of 
threats," he said. 

But Indyk's warning of an 
Iranian threat was seen as part 
of efforts to win the backing of 
Gulf Arab states like the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), which 
opposes US military strikes on 
Iraq and its campaign to topple 
Saddam. 

The UAE is in dispute with 


Iran over three islands in the 
southern Gulf. 

In 1998, Iran successfully test- 
ed Shahab-3. a medium-range 
missile capable of hitting most 
countries in the region, notably 
the Gulf petromonarchies allied 
to Washington. 

Despite the warning over 
Tehran, Indyk said “another way 
to deal with Iran would be to 
Find a means to allow this coun- 
try to play a constnictlve role in 
regional security." 

“We would welcome such a 
development, which requires a 
change of behavior on the part 
of Iran, and we are willing to 
hold a dialogue with the 
Iranians to achieve and encour- 


age" such a change, he told Al 
Hayat. 

The United States and Iran 
broke off diplomatic relations in 
1980 after a hostage-taking at 
the US embassy in Tehran. 

The two countries have 
exchanged signals since moder- 
ate cleric Mohammad Khatami 
rook over as Iran's president in 
May 1997 elections, but his 
policies are challenged by 
Islamic conservative hardliners. 

Indyk also warned Monday 
that south Lebanon remains 
volatile after an Israeli general 
was killed In a bomb blast there 
a month ago and called for all 
sides to show restraint. 

The Israeli as well as 


Lebanese and Syrian govern- 
ments, which back Hizbollnh 
guerrillas, feel it is in their inter- 
est to exercise restraint, he 
added. 

But the "situation could 
explode tomorrow,'' he said. 

The spark could come from a 
Hizbollah bomb which kills an 
Israeli soldier or civilian, he 
said. "It’s a very delicare situa- 
tion." 

Meanwhile, Indyk pledged 
the United States would not 
interfere in the Israeli elections 
in May, saying one side or the 
other would be happy to try to 
draw it in. 

"Israel is an active democracy 
where it is not appropriate for 


TRIAL OPENS OF 1 1 ISLAMISTS 
SUSPECTS IN BELGIUM 


10 PERCENT OF YEMEN 
POPULATION HAS MALARIA 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The trial of 1 1 islamist sus- 
pects of a string of bloody terrorist attacks in 
France opened here Monday under heavy police 
guard. 

Only nine of the men, alleged members or the 
Algeria-based Armed Islamist Group (CIA) 
appeared in court. 

Moroccan Jallal Aid Sassl, is still at large with 
an international arrest warranr out for him. and 
Omar Marouf. was said to have been delayed 
returning from a pilgrimage to Mecca. His lawyer 
said he would arrive here on Thursday. 

The case was adjourned after an hour, with 
lawyers complaining that some key documen- 
tary evidence had not been translated into 
French. 

One of the defendants, French national Farid 
Melouk, 33, of Algerian origin, is accused of 
attempted murder, associating with criminals 
and possession of explosives and prohibited 
weapons. 


Last year he was condemned, in absentia, to 
seven years in prison by a Paris court for Ills role 
in a G1A logistics cell which operated in Lyon, 
central France. 

This group of 40 members, linked with others 
in Belgium, Britain, Germany and Italy, is sus- 
pected of involvement in a series of bloody ter- 
rorist attacks in France in 1995. 

Melouk had been sought by France since the 
spring of 1995. He was injured and arrested last 
March during a shoot-out in Brussels. 

Most of the other men on trial, aged between 
21 and 38, were also arrested in Belgium. They 
include Belgian Danish and Moroccan nationals. 
The adjourned trial was scheduled to reopen 

on Hiesday and last a week. 

The GiA is a radical armed Islamic movement 
started up in Algeria in the early 1990s. It is con- 
sidered by western nations to be behind most 
civilian massacres in Algeria. 


CAIRO (API — Malaria has 
killed about 15,000 people in 
Yemen since last year and 
nearly 1.5 million people - or 
10 percent of the population 
• are suffering from the dis- 
ease. Yemen's health minister 
said in remarks published 
Monday. 

About 95 percent of the 
patients are suffering from a 
virulent form of malaria 
known as falciparum, the 
minister, Abdullah Abdul Waii 
Nasher. was quoted as saying 
by the Asharq Al Awsat news- 
paper. 

The London-based daily 
quoted Nasher as saying that 
most of the deaths were 


among children and pregnant I 
women. 

He said heavy rains have 
left pools of stagnant water, 
allowing malarial mosquitoes 
to breed. 

Last month, Yemeni Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Al | 
lryani was stricken by malaria 
and was taken to Germany for 
treatment. 

But few among the impov- 
erished country's 17 million 
people can afford expensive 
treatment abroad. Yemen, 
located in the southern part 
of the Arabian Peninsula, 
spends only 400 riyals (S3) 
annually per person for 
health care. 


foreign parties to intervene in 
the elections," Al Hayat quoted 
him as saying. 

Indyk also said Europe and 
the United States had long- 
standing differences over the 
Middle East peace process, but 
that his government had 
assumed more responsibility 
toward It and was more con- 
cerned by the outcome. 

The United States refuses to 
take a stand for a Palestinian 
state, for example, saying that 
the status of the Palestinians 

must be settled in negotiations. 

The US State Department on 
Friday criticized the European 
Union summit decision iu sup- 
port of a Palestinian state. 


FIRE KILLS TWO 
IN BAHRAIN 

MANAMA (AP) — TWo people 
were killed in a fire at a fur- 
niture factory and ware- 
house, which spread and gut- 
ted a nearby paper factory, a 
newspaper reported Monday. 
The cause of the fire was not 
immediately known. The Gulf 
Daily News said die fire start- 
ed late Sunday at the Gulf 
Antiques Factory, which spe- 
cialized in making antique 
style furniture. About 24 fire 
trucks put out the blaze by 
early Monday. By then the 
fire bad spread to the neigh- 
boring Bahrain International 
Factory for paper that was 
destroyed, the Gulf Daily 
News said. 
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BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq on Monday dismissed as 
“dubious and poisonous" proposals by Britain 
to increase the efficiency of the United Nation’s 
oil-for-food program to help ordinary Iraqis. 
Last week, Britain's Ambassador to the United 
Nations, Jeremy Greenstock, presented the pro- 
posals to the Security Council. The plan calls for 
putting more money in the program, which has 
allowed Iraq to sell oil despite UN economic 
sanctions and use the revenues to buy food and 
other humanitarian items. Iraq, however, 
demands a total lifting of the sanctions, saying 
it has met all international and UN obligations. 




EDINBURGH (AFP) — Television cameras will 
not be allowed to broadcast the trial of the two 
Libyan suspects in the 1989 Lockerbie bomb- 
hig, Scottish officials said Monday. The Scottish 
Office said this was because Scottish law proce- 
dures would still apply despite the trial taking 
place in the Netherlands. “Cameras aren’t 
allowed m trials in Scotland so the Lockerbie 
trial isnt any different," said a spokesman. 
Three Scottish judges will hear the case without 
a jury - because Libya believes that a jury made 
up of Scots would be prejudiced by media cov- 
erage of the affair - at a disused US airbase, 
Camp Zeist, in central Netherlands. Experts 
believe the trial process could easily take a year 
or more. 


TEL AVIV (DPA) — Israel is to take ownership of 
its first Dolphin-class submarine in a symbolic 
ceremony in Kiel, Germany on Monday, an army 
spokesman announced. The diesel-electric sub- 
marine, financed by Germany and built by HDW 
in Kiel, had been undergoing sea trials for over 
a year and is expected to arrive in Israel during 
the summer. Two other Dolphin-class sub- 
marines are still under construction in Germany. 




TEL AVIV (AP) — In Israel's first official state- 
ment on the action, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu firmly backed NATO Monday. "I said 
we understood and gave our support to the 
American led effort, the NATO effort to try to 
achieve a solution ih Yugoslavia," Netanyahu 
said, in Jerusalem a small but noisy demonstra- 
tion outside the US Embassy Monday, 
Yugoslavian expatriates demanded that NATO 
stop its attacks on their homeland. About 60 
demonstrators shouted slogans, sang songs, 
blew whistles and waved flags and signs across 
fiom the embassy building in Tel Aviv. 


SAUDI FOREIGN MINISTER 
ARRIVES IN MOSCOW 





MOSCOW (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabian Foreign Minister 
Prince Sand A! Faisal arrived 
in Moscow Monday for a 
two-day. visit, which 
includes talks with his 
Russian counterpart Igor 
Ivanov, tiie Itar-Tass agency 
said. Prince Sand was sched- 
uled ro meet Ivanov later 
Monday, and Yevgeny 


Seleznev, speaker of Russia's 
lower house of parliament 
the State Duma, early 
Tuesday, Itar-Tass said, quot- 
ing an official at the Saudi's 
Russian embassy. A final 
meeting with Prime Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov is also 
planned for Tuesday, before 
the Russian premier leaves 
for Belgrade. 
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Saudi Arabian FM Saud al-Faisal Is recieved 
h.s Russian counterpart Igor Ivanov, right, for' 
_tallcs in Moscow,on Monday. 


ISRAEL RELEASES 14 PALESTINIANS 
FOR MUSLIM HOLIDAY 



TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel announced 
Monday that it was freeing just 14 of the 
approximately 2,000 Palestinians it holds in 
its jails to mark an important Muslim holi- 
day. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
office said the 14 "security prisoners” 
would be freed Monday from two jails as a 
goodwill gesture for the Eid Al Adlia. or 
feast of the sacrifice, one of the two main 
Islamic holidays. 

Israel terms as “security prisoners” 
Palestinians arrested For their political 
activities, but Netanyahu has insisted this 
would not include anyone involved in vio- 
lence against Israelis or members or the 
Islamic group Hamas. 


The exact identities of the prisoners to 
be released was not immediately available. 

Earlier this month, Israeli officials had 
said up to 100 Palestinians could be 
released in time for Eid Al Adha as a good- 
will gesture and partial implementation of 
Israel's obligations under the frozen Wye 
River peace agreement. 

But Netanyahu refused to sign on to the 
agreement because it would reportedly 
have included freeing activists involved in 
attacks In which Israelis were wounded but 
not killed. 

Under the Wye River interim peace 
accord signed last Ocrober in Washington, 
Israel agreed to release 750 Palestinian 
prisoners in three phases to coincide with 


staged further withdrawals from the West 
Bank. 

Israel released a first group of 250 pris- 
oners in tandem with a first troop pullback 
in November, but only 100 of them were 
political detainees and the rest common 
criminals. 

Netanyahu then froze implementation of 
the accord in December, citing what he said 
were Palestinian violations ofthe Wye deal. 

The prisoner Issue is one of the most 
emotional for the Palestinians and Israel's 
refusal to release detainees "with blood on 
their hands” sparked widespread rioting in 
the occupied territories last year, which, in 
rum contributed to the breakdown of the 
Wye River pence accord. 


ISRAELI HELICOPTERS RAID 
LEBANESE GUERRILLA HIDEOUTS 


TYRE (AP) — Israeli heli- 
copters fired machine guns 
at suspected Lebanese resis- 
tance guerrilla hideouts in a 
valley just west of the vil- 
lage of Yater, about 20 kilo- 
meters southeast of the 
coastal city oftyre in south- 
ern Lebanon, .Lebanese 
security officials said 
Monday. 

The village lies in an area 
Facing an Israeli-occupied 
zone, and is' often used by 
HizboElah guerrillas to strike 
at Israeli troops and their 
militia collaborators jn 


south Lebanon. 

The Lebanese officials, 
speaking on customary con- 
dition of anonymiry, said 
several Israeli helicopters 
strafed the area with 
machine guns. The heli- 
copters did not fire any mis- 
siles, they said. 

An Israeli security official 
In Jerusalem confirmed 
there was some kind of 
operation involving Israeli 
helicopters Sunday evening. 
The official gave no details. 
There was no comment from 
the Israeli army. 
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Leila Parnass (L) and Orna Stilmonl, two mother* 
of Israeli soldier* killed In Lebanon, In a cycle tour 
campaign to end the SI -year-old Israeli occupa- 
tion In sdafli Lebanon. 


CHI LD PI LGRIMS FACE SERIES OF HAZAI 


MINA (AFP) Children faced a variety 6f 
hazardi not least of which Was getting lost' • 
In a Sea of humarilty, arthe annual pilgrim-' 
age to (slam's holfest Sites that drew to a 
dose Monday. 

Around 150 children of Various national 
ties iost their parents during the Arafat .: 
stage alone ofthe five-day pilgrimage, said 
Mohammad hen Said Wahlli.an organizer 
.of the pilgrims' camps. ; ; . :v • 

Nasser . Al Khalili, In tfia^eof a depart- 
ment for lost children, said jhey were'all . 
found without tile arm tags vvhjch pijgrinia 
an? supposed to wear V'idenllhcad&t in ! - 


^Bufclt does not exejn^ifen ? 
• 8 S e d , between three and • ing to carry dut thedutyjigalhaV 

13. either- raVen alotig by (heir parents out he said, explaining that all abU 
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ISRAELI LAWMAKERS ACCUSE 
NETANYAHU OF BRIBERY 


rSL AVIV (AP) — T^° lawmakers have 
Id police to open a criminal investi- 
gation against Prime Minister Benjamin 
etanyahu based on a published report 
lhat he solicited financial favors from a 
right-wing Australian billionaire. 

In the request made Sunday, the legis- 
lators accused Netanyahu of soliciting 
and receiving hundreds of thousands of 
dollars from Joseph Gutnick. a prominent 
member of the ultra-Orthodox Chabad 
movement and a vocal opponent ofland- 
lor-securlty deals with the Palestinians. 

Yossl Sarld and Ran Cohen ofthe oppo- 
sition Meretz party cited a report in the 


Israeli daily Yediot Aharonot that said 
Netanyahu "made sure that Gutnick's fac- 
tion in the Chabad movement received a 
huge budget, political influence and 
access to power points that determine 
Israel’s foreign policy" in exchange for 
the gifts to Netanyahu's family friends. 

Their request also said Netanyahu 
helped appoint Gutnick to a powerful 
committee on restoring Holocaust-era 
property. 

Sarid and Cohen allege that Gutnick 
bought out an ailing business owned by 
a nanny once employed by Netanyahu; 
donated money to a research project 



Orthodox Jew. In thn religion* ««<■ sh 1 « ,rim ■? ?*?*£* ** 


partly run by Netanyahu's father and a 
newspaper run by Netanyahu's chief- of- 
staff; and bought pro-Netanyahu adver- 
tisements in US newspapers at the 
request of top Netanyahu aide David Bar- 
llian. 

Yediot Aharonot quoted Gutnick as 
confirming some of the gifts. 

Bar-ilia n called the charges "outra- 
geous,” saying he only recommended 
that Gutnick support the Zionist 
Organization of America, a small US 
Jewish organization that has backed 
many of Netanyahu’s policies. 

"He |Gutnick| asked me if I could rec- 
ommend an organization he could sup- 
port.” Bar-lllan said, adding that he was 
not speaking for the prime minister. 

Netanyahu has dismissed the accusa- 
tions as attempts by "an army of journal- 
ists" to discredit him and has said the 
money was given to charitable organiza- 
tiorfs. 

Sarid said Monday that Gutnick s 
investments constituted a dangerous 
attempt by a foreign citizen to buy the 
elections. 

■•To buy kiosks for the childrens 
nanny?” Sarid told The Associated Press. 
“That belongs to politics, not charity. 

Police will not investigate the charges 
without approval from the attorney gen- 
eral. said police spokesman Ofcr Sivan. 
The justice ministry would not immedi- 
ately say whether it would recommend 
an investigation. 

Accusations of misconduct from across 

the political spectrum have increased as 
May 17 elections draw near. 


SAUDI ARABIA DECLARES 
PILGRIMAGE SAFE AND CLEAN 

... l - „ r~A” wealth Minister reported Monday a fire 


ECCA (R) — Saudi Arabia on 
onday declared this year's 
uslim Haj pilgrimage safe, 
ean and free of infectious dis- 
ises and tragedies as thou- 
mds of pilgrims prepared to 
itum home. 

Pilgrims in seamless white 
ibes performed the symbolic 
coning of the devil on the third 


and final day of the ritual 
before heading back to the 
Muslim holy city of Mecca on 

their way home. 

"It gives me great pleasure 
on the occasion of the, end of 
the Haj season and after the pil- 
grims completed their rituals... 
to declare that the Haj for this 
year was safe and dean, thanks 




w.%r r: V". •,<* v-‘v 

• . , ’ :'<*>■ ft ft. ft • 'V 

"r " ft f 

v . ^ ft* vV • ft i ftr r * H 

-..3 ; V Ai • • Vv : ill'll' - r \ -L 


.ft-' ..•ft^:ft-^ft 

uiuJ roils of thousands of Muslim pilgrim., move t 
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be to God” Health Minister : 

Osama Ben Abdul Majid 
Shobokshi said in a statement. 

He said the pilgrimage was 
“free from epidemics and infec- 
tious diseases and that the pil- 
grims’ health in general was 
reassuring." 

Saudi authorities had Issued 
instructions to travel agencies 
to start ferrying pilgrims home 
from Monday. Pilgrims who had 
not visited the Muslim holy city 
of Medina before were given 1 1 
days to do so. 

Meanwhile, Saudi authorities 
began distributing meat from 
more than 400,000 sacrificial 
animals slaughtered at the pi1 : 
grimage to poor people. 

SPA said 13 tons of meat 
where flown tp Pakistan on 
Sunday for distribution to 
Afghan refugees in the country. 

Tlii^ agency said up to 
172.00D sacrificial . animals 
: would be distributed to needy 
people In 26 countries. 

•fonts destroyed 

; Vftin Mecca blaze 
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ISRAEL TREASURY,PUBLIC 
SECTOR UNIONS STRIKE A DEAL 

TEL AVIV IR) — Israeli unions struck a wage deal with the Treasury on 
Monday after a four-day nationwide strike whidi dismpted travel ai d 
shut down law parts ofthe public sector, officials on both sides said 
“Reai wages have been maintained." said Treasury spokesman 
Aviram Cohen. Levi Morav. a spokesman for the Hisiadnit : federation 
ofiabor unions, said "it can be assumed the stnke is oyer 

Officials said the deal, reached after marathon overnight negotia- 
tions. would be signed later today. Israel Radio said the agreement 
included a 4.6 percent public sector pay raise. it 

Finance Minister Mcir Shectrir said the agreement was good for 
the economy good for the workers, without breaking the oyeraH 
wage framework.'’ He did not elaborate in brief comments to 

^ Tli^Histadrut had demanded a 14 percent pay increase to com- 
pensate for 1998 and 1999 inflation, inflation was 8.6 > i^went m 
?998. The TVeasury had offered a 3.58 percent pay luke for the pm- 

^The strike affected municipal services, government offices, trams, 
po£! Ben-Gurion international airport, hospitals and state-owned 

utilities. 


reported Monday a fire ignited 
by cooking gas bottles has 
destroyed 40 tents and left a 
dozen Muslims requiring treat- 
ment for smoke inhalation at 
the annual pilgrimage near 
Mecca. 

No-one was seriously hurt in 
the fire on Saturday night at 
Mina, just outside the holy city, 
the Aljazira dally said. 

The 12 people who went to I 
Mina's Al Wadi hospital were 
able to leave after treatment. I 
Pilgrims- were safely evacuat- 
ed from the area and the fire 
doused by Saudi civil defense 
workers. 

The Saudi authorities have 
taken a package of safety mea- 
sures to combat fire Including 
erecting 28.000 fireproof tents 
equipped with water sprinklers 
and alprips. . 

Another 12,000 mort are due. 
to be added In time for the Haj 
- ' 2000. at a total cost of S64G 

million. ' . !■ ft 
' More than V.7 million 


Muslims have taken part in this 


LOCKHEED, ISRAEL'S ELBIT 
SION ACCORD 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Lockheed Martin Aeronautical Systems and Israeli 
defense contractor Elbit Systems Ltd. signed an agreement Monday to 
develop a mariteting package for C-130 Hercules aircraft. 

The companies have also formed a joint team to analyze their mar- 
ketplace and determine how to apply their joint expertise to capture 
new business across the globe, a joint release said. 

The memorandum of understanding was signed in Te Ayw by 
James A. Blackwell, president and chief operating officer of loddteed 
Martin’s aeronautical sector, and Joseph Ackerman, president and . 

B1 ackwell has^offerwf to give Israeli defense contractors S2 billion 
worth of high-tech defense projects iflsrael buys 110 mte ^Unes 
from Lockheed Martin, an Israel-based spokesman for the US compa 

[ ^BUckwefl met on Sunday with Finance Minister Meir Sheetrit and is 
meeting Monday with Defense Minister Moshe Arens. 

ISRAELI CONVICTED OF 

KILLING BRITISH TOURIST 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Daniel Okev a former paratrooper in the Israeli 
array was convicted Monday of. murdering a British tourist and 
1 seriously wounding the victim’s .companion. . ' ■ _ 

However the Beereheba District Court ruled that Okev suffered 
"diminished mental capacity." when he ‘shot 22-yea^old Jeffrey 
Hunter on a desert road in August J 997. courts spokesman Moshe 

Gorali saidi . . ft 
















NATO MILITARY B< 
CLINTON'S SOUTH 


WHEN TWO BRIGHT young l-.VWy ■, -i 

Americans arrived at Oxford in [. I ft ifl i • | 

the 1960s they had much in h: t' V*- ' ' 

common, at least, on the sur- 

face. Both were brought up in I J 

Little Rock, Arkansas, both ' ' : ~ ' ' 1 J " ; " ‘ ^ I 

were Southern Baptists and both were Rhodes scholars. One of 
them played it straight. The other was Bill Clinton. 

Now Wesley Clark, two years older than the president of the 
United States at 54, is a four-star General and NATO's supreme 
allied commander in Europe. He is also in charge or the assault 
on Yugoslavia. 

But back then he was a- h aid-working student who took his 
degree in politics, economics and philosophy, left early and went 
to serve in the Vietnam war. 

By way of contrast, the president did not do his finals and 
dodged rhe draft, Where Clinton famously did not inhale, I 
General Clark probably did not allow the joint to get as far as his 
lips. 

Instead, he was touring British universities armed with a mes- 
sage unpopular in such circles at the time, supporting United 
States policy in Vietnam. 

Even before General Clark made it to Oxford, he had come 
first in his class at West Point military academy, a distinction lie I 
shares with another famous Southerner, the commander of 
Confederate forces in the American civil war, Robert E Lee. 

The student debating society veteran swapped rhetoric for 
action when he got to Vietnam, where he commanded an 
infantry company and was awarded the silver star for gallantry 
in action - bur not before he was wounded four times. And it was 
there that he engaged in a small art of rebellion against his her- 
itage. trading in his Southern Baptist roots for Catholicism. 1 

The mantra chat a prolonged struggle in Kosovo could turn 
the Balkans into a second Vietnam has not been muted by the 
Clinton administration's insistence that, whatever happens, 
ground troops will not be used. And General Clark says’ 
Vietnam served as a military lesson Tor how such intervention 
should and should not be handled." | 

He did not return to action after Vietnam but chose the other 
fork in the road and arrived as an aide under Alexander Haig at 
the Nixon White House. There he was tutored in the ways of the 
modern political General, a line that includes Dwight 
Eisenhower and Colin Powell. 

■•r? U b’ S l 016 - ° f the stU(ient has never left the career soldier. 
Clark s boyish demeanor and charm masked, but only slightly 
his extraordinary intensity,” wrote the US peace envoy to the 
Balkans, Richard Holbrooke, in his book To End A Whr. 

Holbrooke was the chief US negotiator during the Bosnia 
peace talks which ended four years ago. General Clark, one of 
the closest members of his team, was not beyond the occasion- 
al show of abandon. One day the then three-star General, a keen 
swimmer, dived into the pool from the window of his third-floor 
room at the old Kastile Hotel in Split. Married with a son. that is 
as dose as he has come to scandal. 

If it ever came to It. General Clarfc could hardly claim that he 
was just following orders, He is nor that sort of soldier, in 
Bosnia, where only Holbrooke had more dealings with President 
Slobodan Milosevic of Yugoslavia. General Clark fell out with 
some US Generals with even more stars. And at NATO briefings 
since strikes against Yugoslavia began, he has offered the same 
sort of subjective analysis as Clinton, though in a stiflFer less 
folksy style. 

But his political touch did let him down when he went to see 
Serbian commander Ratko Mladic five years ago. When the haid 
bargaining was over, the Serb turned to the business of Clark's 
three-star cap, which he admired. They duly exchanged head- 
wear and the American was photographed wearing an emblem 
of brutal repression. But this apparent embarrassment did little 
harm and he took a leading role in the Dayton talks that ended 
the war in Bosnia. I 

“He’s bright, ambitious, willing to take some risks, incredibly 
hard-working and very knowledgeable," says Paul Woifowitz, 
dean of the school of advanced international studies at Johns 
Hopkins University, Baltimore. "I have a lot more confidence in 
the whole operation than I would if he wasn’t here.*' I 

Earlier this month General Clark said of Milosevic: “He’s wily 
shrewd and calculating but we are in a good position today 
because he respects NATO air power and Is very much aware of 
what it can do." 

The course of the operation in Kosovo will determine what 
conges next for Wes Clark, But For now he shares a sobriquet 
with another authentic American hero from a different field of 
endeavor. Like Bruce Springsteen, they call him The Boss. . ■ 

. By Michael Ellison In Washington 
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ROUNDUP OF REACTIONS OVER~NATO 
AIR STRIKES ON YUGOSLAVIA 


Russia says its air defense system 
shot down US plane 
AGENCIES — A Russian air defense system 
shot down a US F- 1 1 7A Stealth fighter bomber 
on Saturday night over Yugoslavia. Russian 
Defense Minister Igor Seigeyev said on 
Monday. 

The "Kub" system was designed to defend 
ground troops against air attacks within a 
radius of 3.5 kms and 28 kms and between alti- 
tudes of 25 and- 14.000 metres, Itar-Tass news 
agency said. 

It said Kub was 70 to 80 percent effective 
against a stable target, 50 to 70 percent effec- 
tive againsra target moving ar high speed, but 
only 10 to 30 percent effective against a cruise 
missile. 

Once it had locked-on to a target, the sys- 
tem could fire one or several missiles from var- 
ious launch ramps, the news agency said. 
Britain expects Belgrade 
to listen to Russians 
British Defense Secretary George Robertson 
said on Monday a Russian peace team heading 
for Belgrade was likely to get a good hearing 
from Yugoslav authorities. 

Robertson told reporters he hoped the 
Russians could convince President Slobodan 
Milosevic to end the ethnic cleansing which 
NATO has accused him of pursuing against eth- 
nic Albanians in the rebel province of Kosovo. 

"They (the Russians) are listened to in 
Belgrade, perhaps a little more than we are. 
But the fact of life is that Milosevic stopped lis- 
tening some time ago," Robertson told 
reporters during a visit to British pilots 
involved in rhe NATO bombing of Yugoslavia. 

President Boris Yeltsin on Monday ordered 
his three top ministers to fly to Belgrade for 
urgent talks with Milosevic to seek a political 
end to the Kosovo crisis. 

ICRC withdraws foreign 
personnel from Pristina 
The international Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) on Monday withdrew 19 foreign 
workers from Pristina, rhe provincial capital of 
Kosovo, spokeswoman Suzanne Berger said in 
Geneva. 

“They are headed for Belgrade," she said, 
explaining that the dedsion to leave the south- 
ern Yugoslav province had been made “for rea- 
sons of security." 

The ICRC team in Pristina has been unable 
to work for the past four days, shuttling only 
between the aid organization’s office and 
homes. 

It had tried but failed to obtain security 
guarantees allowing its workers to continue 
their mission, which had been limited to a 
tight circle around Pristina since NATO air 
strikes began last Wednesday, Berger said. 

The ICRC said it had sent five members from 
Macedonia to reinforce Its operation in 
Albania, where most of the refugees were 
headed. 

Man shot dead during 
Kosovo protest in Prague 
A man was shot dead here Monday during a 
demonstration calling for a rapid end to the 
Kosovo conflict, the Czech news agency CTK 
reported/ 

Police arrested a man suspected of the 
killing, which took place as the demonstration 
was ending, CTK said. 

Around 200 people, mostly ethnic Albanians 
from Kosovo, had turned out to call for p e ac e 
In the Serbian province. . * 

NATO’s Clark says Kosovo 
campaign will go on 
NATQ's Supreme Military Commander, 
General Wesley Clark, said on Monday that 
alliance, air strikes on Yugoslav forces were "a 
long way from being over”. 

The American general said: "This is a cam- 
paign that is a long way from being over mill- 


rariiy. We knew it was not going to be a three 
or four-day. one or two-bomb affair." 

Primakov meets 
Schroeder today 

Russian Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
will meet German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder on Hiesday after visiting Belgrade 
to try and mediate in the Kosovo conflict, 
Bonn confirmed on Monday. 

A government spokeswoman said the two 
leaders had agreed during a telephone conver- 
sation to meet. No firm time was set for the 
meeting. 

Germany is rhe Western country which has 
enjoyed the closest ties with Moscow, 
although relations have come under massive 
strain since Bonn joined NATO's air strikes 
against Yugoslavia in its first offensive military 
action since World War Two. 

Bonn holds the rotating presidency of rhe 
European Union. 

Romania reopens two airports near 
Yugoslav border 

Romania has reopened two airports near 
the Yugoslav border, dosed last week at 
NATO’s request to avoid air traffic hazards fol- 
lowing air strikes on Yugoslavia, the Transport 
Ministry said on Monday. 

The ministry said a regional airport at Arad 
and a smaller one at Caransebes had been 
reopened for domestic flights. Another major 
airport near the western town ofTimisoara, 60 
km from tiie Yugoslav border, remained dosed. 
Unidentified airplane 
crashes in Bosnia 
An unidentified aircraft crashed Monday 
afternoon near the Serbian stronghold Pale in 
Bosnia, the Yugoslav news agency Tanjug 
reported. Quoting the interior ministry of the 
Bosnian Serb Republic, Thnjug said eyewit- 
nesses reported seeing the plane flying from 
die direction of Yugoslavia before it crashed 
during a possible landing attempt. Further 
details were nor immediately available. 
Yugoslav people 
'cannot be enslaved’: Milosevic 
President Slobodan Milosevic said Monday 
that the Yugoslav people "cannot be enslaved" 
and would resist the “aggression of NATO 
criminals," the official agency Tanjug said. 

Milosevic, talking by telephone to President 
Alexander Lukashenko of Belarus, said: "A peo- 
ple which has fought unfailingly for its free- 
dom and dignity cannot be enslaved," the 
agency reported. 

He added: "Yugoslavia, whose people and 
leaders are firmly united, will resolutely and 
effectively defend the country against the 
aggression of NATO criminals." 

Lukashenko tpld him Belarus "resolutely 


condemns NATO aggression a**. 
Yugoslavia), which poses a direct 
European sea, city and undenni„ es X? 
dauons or the international legal 
Yugoslav foreign ministry said. 

Yugoslavia says it shot down sewn 
NATO planes 

’lugoslav forces have shot down seven NATO 

STh T helicopters - 30 <*** m!2 

and three drones since the alliance's air strike 
began the commander of Yugoslavia's anti^ir. 
craft defenses said Monday. 

The Jugoslav Forces had suffered seventh 
and 17 wounded since rhe start ofNATOaii 
raids last Wednesday, General Spasm* 
Smiijamc said. p 

He pur the cost of damage to YYigosJav 
installations at about 300 million dollars. 

NATO has dropped some 1,900 tons of 
explosives on Yugoslavia, the general said 
From the start or NATO attacks' «i 
Wednesday at 1800 GMT, until Monday 0600 
GMT. Smiljanic added, some 400 missiles have 
been launched on Yugoslavia. 

Ethnic Albanian leader reportedly 
executed iii Kosovo 

Fehmi Agani, a key ethnic Albanian political 
figure from Kosovo reportedly executed over 
the weekend, was considered a voice of reason 
amid the conflict and hatred in the Yugoslav 
province. 

A white-haired university professor with a 
doctorate in sociology, Agani, 66, was a 
founder of the Democratic League of Kosovo, 
the moderate party of ethnic Albanian leader 
Ibrahim Rugova. 

As the longtime negotiator for Rugova. 
Agani was part of the ethnic Albanian delega- 
tion at peace talks in France earlier this year. 

Last November, Agani was the first eilmk 
Albanian leader to publicly float the possible 
acceptance of a peace agreement that stopped 
short of granting his people rlieir goal ofinde- 
pendeuce. 

He also Inst year signed an agreement with 
the Serbs which envisioned the return of eth- 
nic Albanian students and teachers to all state 
buildings by September. 

That position eventually was adopted by the 
ethnic Albanians, including rhe hard-line guer- 
rilla Kosovo Liberation Army, when their repre- 
sentatives signed the Rambouiller peace agree- 
ment that would grant Kosovo autonomy, but 
not immediate independence. 

Air Commodore David . Wilby, briefing 
reportera ar NATO headquarters, said Agani. a 
close adviser to ethnic Albanian leader Ibrahim 
Rugova. was executed Sunday. He had just 
attended the funeral of Bajram Kelmendi, a 
human rights lawyer who was taken from his 
home and killed on Thursday. 



nYi:';* 

(FILES) Photo shows first advisor of ethnic Albanian leader Ibrnhint 
Rugova, Fehmi Agani, shaking hands with Yugoslav President 
Jdobodan^Milosevic at a meeting in Belgrade 15 May 1988. 
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STRONG earthquake in northern 

INDIA KILLS DOZENS 


HERZOG AND CHINESE FOREIGN 
MINISTER MEET IN BERLIN 


N EW DELHI (AP) - A severe earthquake 
L* a seismic hot zone in India s 
ilimalayan foothills early Monday, killing at 
least 87 people and injuring scores more 
under the debris of rlieir crumpled homes. 

officials and news agencies said. 

India's seismologica! department said it 
was the strongest earthquake this century 
a, the quake-prone mountains. It's magni- 
,ude of 6.8 was described as powerful 
enough to be "severe and damaging." It 

lasted close to 40 seconds. 

The epicenter was in a remote area of the 
Kumaon hills in the state of Uttar Pradesh, 
about 120 kilometers east of the city ot 
Delira Dun and 295 kilometers from New 
Delhi. 

Even many hours after the quake, which 
jolted northern India at 12:35 a.m. (1905 
GMT Sunday) reports of casualties and 
damage were sketchy. 

Aftershocks fumbled across the green 
mountains throughout the day, frightening 
people to leave their homes and stay in the 
1 open, said B. M. Vohra. the commissioner 
of the Dehra Dun district. 

Speaking to The Associated Press after 
surveying the quake zone by helicopter. 
Vohra said authorities were dealing with an 
uigent need for' tents and food. Four heli- 


copters and 300 rescue workers, mostly 
policemen and soldiers, were called into 
service. 

Telephone lines to the area were 
knocked out and roads were buried under 
boulders. Many of the villages in the region 
have no communications at all and can be 
reached only by dirt tracks. Reports were 
trickling in on crackling radio lines. Police 
said the number of victims was likely to 
rise. 

The road leading to Chamoli. a town of 
7,000 people near the epicenter of the 
quake, was cleared of landslide debris that 
had hampered rescue efforts tor most of 
the day. Vohra said. 

The area is known as a seismic danger 
zone. The Himalayas, one of earth's 
youngest mountain ranges, are still grow- 
ing and unstable. Eight tremors have been 
recorded this century measuring more than 
6, but Monday’s was the strongest in this 
region. One quake in 1991, measuring G.l, 
killed more than 1,000 people near the 
town ofUttarkashi. 

Last year, the same area was shaken by 
dozens of landslides, including one that 
wiped out a camp of Hindu pilgrims. More 
than 200 people were killed. 




A “severe" earthquake struck 
northern India early on Monday, 
killing at least 56 people and 
causing widespread panic In cities 
Including New Delhi 


Time: 1905GMT (Sunday) 

Rlchtar scale: 6.8 (several aftershocks) 


BERLIN (DPA) — German President Roman Herzog had ralks touch- 
ing on human rights issues Monday with Chinese Foreign Minister 
Tang iiaxuan, a presidential spokesman said. 

During the half-hour meeting, on the sidelines of the European 
and Asian foreign ministers conference, Herzog stressed his hopes 
that differences over human rights could be resolved between the 

two countries in the coming years. . .... 

Tang had already met Friday with German Chancellor Gerhard 

Schroeder. who is due to visit China in May. 
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HELICOPTER WITH FOUR 
FOREIGNERS CRASH-LANDS 
IN THE HIMALAYAS 
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The quake was the moat powerful in the 
region In 94 years, causing the collapse 
of nearly 80 percent of houses In towns 
near the epicentre. Police expect | 
I the death toll to rise shaiply 


NEW DELHI (AP) — A helicopter carrying four foreign tpurists on a 
heli-skiing trip to snow-capped mountains in the Himalayas crash 
landed Monday, but all on board escaped serious injuries, the Press 

Trust of India reported. _ . 

The state-owned helicopter crashed in the Sonamai g forest in 
northeast. Kashmir because of technical problems. PTI said. The 
plane was severely damaged. 

Tiie skiers and the pilot were rushed to an army hospital in 
Srinagar, the capiral of India's northern Kashmir state, all but one 
were released after first aid. Jack Nickol of Switzerland was being 
treated for a fracture. PTI said. The nationalities ol the others 
skiers were not known. 


uenr need for tents and food, four ne.i- _ - ..niiir 

LEGISLATOR URGES RECALL OF PHILIPPINE 
AMBASSADOR TO CHINA 

_ ... n .U. m\JU ill 1995. when octagoi 


MANILA (DPA) — A Philippine legislator 
urged the government Monday to immedi- 
ately recall the country's ambassador to 
China in response to Beijing's hard-line 
stance on efforts to ease a simmering dis- 
pute over a Spratly Islands reef. 

Senator Rodolfo Biazon. chairman of the 
Senate committee on defense and national 
security, said recent developments indicat- 
ed that China "seems intent in pursuing an 
aggressive policy against the Philippines . 

Biazon said: "in view of the fact that 
protests over rhe Chinese incursions were 
ignored, it is therefore justifiable for rhe 
Philippine government to temporarily recall 


Philippine Ambassador to Beijing Romualdo 

Biazon said Ong’s recall would raise the 
stakes in the Philippines' diplomatic offen- 
sive to stop what defense officials cal 
China's creeping invasion of the archipel- 
ago straddling key shipping lanes and 
believed to be rich in oil. marine and min- 
eral resources. “We are not declaring war. _ 
Biazon said. "Tills is only the fust step. 
President Joseph Estrada said his adminis- 
tration will stndy the proposal. “I will talk it 
over with Foreign Secretary Domingo 

Siazon," he said. . 

Manila ami Beijing first engaged in a 


diplomatic row in 1995. when octagonal 
huts on stilts were spotted on Mischief 
Reef. Tension Hared again in 1998 when 
China replaced the wooden structures with 
the concrete buildings. 

Beijing insists the facilities are mere shel- 
ters for fishermen and the work last year 
was badly needed repair on the dilapidated 
sanctuary. But Philippine security officials 
warned the edifices could have military 


DOZENS OF FORMER LEPROSY 
PATIENTS JOIN LAWSUIT AOAINST 
JAPANESE GOVERNMENT 


uaca. 

Aside from the Philippines and China, the 
Spratlys are claimed in whole or in part by 
Brunei. Vietnam. Malaysia and Tbiwan. 


mvemment to temporarily recall Manna ™j»» ■■ . 

pOUCE“MCAPTURll2 INMATES 
FROM SAO PAULO PRISON 


RIO DE JANEIRO (DPA) — 
Brazilian police on Monday 
said that they recaptured 12 
inmates who had broken out 
of a prison in the southern 
state of Sao Paulo. 

More than 80 prisoners, 
including a drug lord, broke 
out of the Braganca Paulista 
prison on Sunday with the help 
of eight armed men, who 
according to media reports 
marched peacefully* through 
the front door of the prison 
during visiting hours. 

The police said the men, 
who overwhelmed prison war- 
dens, likely wanted to clear the 
way for the drug ■ boss. 
Brazilian police have started a 
manhunt for the fugitives. ' 

The prisons reportedly!; 
robbed numerous shops and- 
attacked nearby drivers after-: 
they escaped the prison, There 
were no : deaths 1 or, serious 
injuries reported, '• . . 



TOKYO (AP) — Eighty-three former leprosy patients in Japan joined 
a lawsuit on Monday accusing tire government oT violating their 
human rights by segregating them from society, a news report sai . 

japan did not end its policy of placing sufferers ot Hansen s 
Disease, also known as leprosy, into remote colonies unul 1996. 
The government apologized that year for its belated action to 
bring disease sufferers back into society. 

There are now 128 plaintiffs seeking a total of 14.72 billion yen 
IS 123 million) in compensation in a suit originally filed last July iy 

13 former patients at the Kumamoto District Court in southern 

Japan. Kyodo News agency reported. 

The plaintiffs, who were kept in colonies in western and south- 
western japan. claim the government's 88-year-old policy of forced 
isolation violated their constitutional rights to seek freedom and 

^Eighteen former patients joined the lawsuit last September and 

14 more joined in December. 

On Friday, 13 former leprosy patients sued the government for a 
total of 2.4 billion yen (S20 million) in compensation in a separate 
lawsuit filed in Tokyo. 


’ “ ,o 7r^lie inil nfter fhe dramatic escape in 

-- 100 kilometers north of Sao Paulo- 


CHINA ORDERS HALT 
TO SALES OF FAKE VIAORA 

BEIJING (AP) — The Chinese government has ordered tougher mea- 
sures to halt sales and production of fake versions of the impoten- 
qy pill Viagra, state news media said Monday. 

The State Drug Administration recently issued an order to local 
offices to root out copies of U.S.-made Viagra and to confiscate and 
destroy them, the state- run Xinhua News Agency said. It said 

penalties would be.strkt, but gave no details. 

Hospitals in Beijing. Shanghai and Wuhan are conducting tests of 
the drag to determine its safety and whether it can be-soM to 
Chihn. Since China lias not' yet approved Viagra , 6r ^ny- slrnllar 
domestic ding, all of what’s on tiie market is fake. Xinhua said, 
Viagra V maker, the JJ -pharmaceutical giaht ^ zer Lj i " c - i ^, 
. applied to market the little blLiff. pills in Gliiha ■' M bl dek 

’ : markets forhave sprung up , in MW 

Viagra Is kriowp In Chma'as YVfelge (:’W?y^h> translates 

, as “Great Man"; - . . ' >'•' 1 ..-.J ;. if l 
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PARAGUAYAN PRESIDENT RESIGN? 

~ . P#,S,DSNT named 


ASUNCION (AGENCIES) — 
Fireworks echoed through rhe 
streets of Asuncion early 
Monday as crowds feted 
Paraguay’s new head of state, 
celebrated his predecessor's 
resignation and hoped the 
country's violent political crisis 
was over. 

In a dramatic turn of events 
that capped six days of vio- 
lence. President Rau! Cubas 
announced his resignation late 
Sunday, and Senate leader Luis 
. Gonzalez Macchi was quickly 
sworn in to replace him. 

At the same time, Argentine 
authorities arrested a 
Paraguayan ex-coup plotter on 
the lam. 

Tens of thousands of people 
took to the streets, cheering, 
hugging and lighting firecrack- 
ers as Gonzalez Macchi, 52, 
pledged there would be no 
more violence or corruption 
and that demoa acy would pre- 
vail. 

"I believe in the reconcilia- 
tion of all Paraguayans," the 
new president said in his accep- 
tance speech in Congress. | 

A former player for the j 

national basketball team, the i 

heavyset, mustachioed presi- 
dent only recently emerged i 

from political obscurity when c 

lie was elected Senate presi- 1< 

dent in July. c 

The new president played an 
naive role in the political crisis rt 


- tliar racked this impoverished 
e South American country since 
y the assassination of Vice 

d President Luis Maria Argana on 

March 23. 

s The new president and the 
s late Aigana belong to the 

s Colorado Party, Paraguay's main 

political party, which has run 
: Paraguay for the past 52 years. 

Paraguay's armed forces 
issued a statement Sunday 
pledging loyalty to the new gov- 
ernment. a significant move in a 
country that has a long history 
of military dictatorship and 
attempted coups. 

Announcing his resignation 
earlier in the evening, Cubas 
defended his seven-month 
administration and said he was 
"not leaving because of corrup- 
tion or theft." 

"I am leaving so that my 
departure may serve national 
pacification . at this delicate 
moment," Cubas, 55. said in a 
statement he read at rhe presi- 
dential residence. 

The resignation came as 
Cubas' rivals in the Senate, led 
by Gonzalez Macclil, hoped to 
gather enough votes to oust the 
impeached president by Friday. i 
Cubas was charged with fail- | 
mg to comply with a court 
order to re-arrest former coup i 
leader General Lino Oviedo. ,i t 
close ally. ’ t 

General Oviedo was sen- c 
renced last year to 10 years in \ 


d jail for plotting a coup in 1996, 
e but was set Tree when Cubas 
e took power in August. 
n Oviedo had turned himself ii 
to presidential guards on 
z Wednesday, but fled the coun 
; try on Sunday, only to be 
1 detained just north of Buenos 
1 Aires a few hours later. 

Clashes between Cubas' foes, 

’ backers and the police over the 
past days left four people dead 
and at least 1 30 injured. 

Gonzalez Macchi pledged 
that those responsible for the 
deaths, widely suspected to be 
Ovipdo supporters, would be 
punished. 

Lino Oviedo, fleeing an arrest 
warrant, lias asked for political 
asylum in Argentina. Vice 
President Carlos Ruckauf said 
Monday. 

Ruckauf, who is acting presi- 
dent while President Carlos 
Menem is on an official visit to 
Italy, cold reporters that Buenos 
Aires was studying an extradi- 

rion request from Asuncion.' 

The vice president said a 
decision may be made later 
Monday on Oviedo, who was 
detained late Sunday in an air- 
port north of Buenos Aires. 

Oviedo landed at the airport 
in a small airplane from ■ 
Asuncion, and was arrested at 
the request of Paraguayan offi- 
cials. the Argentine Interior 
Ministry said. 
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IRANIAN PRESIDENT'S 
VISIT TO FRANCE 
TROUBLED BY WINE 

PARIS (AGENCIES) - Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami has postponed Indefinitely an April visit to 
France over differences over protocol, his office 
, announced on Monday. 

“As no agreement has been reached with French 
authorities on respecting Islamic and national norms 
during Khatami's visit. ...this trip cannot take place at 

the anticipated date," the presidential office said in a 
statement. 

, A French Newspaper reported that the prospect of 
the presidents of France and Iran. Jacques Chirac and 
Mohammad Khatami, clinking wine-glasses over dinner 

upset preparations For a visit to Paris by the Iranian 
leader. 

The daily 'Liberation' said Monday that Iranian diplo- 
mats had been insisting that Khatami, who had been 
scheduled in Paris on a ground-breaking trip on April 

. could not sit down for dinner with Chirac if wine 
was served. 

There was no Immediate official confirmation that 
the controversy over wine was responsible for the post- 
ponement. 1 . 

But Liberation bad.said the vjsit could be delayed or . 

diplomatically downgrade because of the dispute. 

n f; Fren< ; h had refusedto VaCkclqWn on the grounds 
that It was Internatiojial protocol for foreign guests to ■ 
adapt the culture of the host country. ■ YV ' ' j 


GUNMEN KILL 
THREE IN 
PAKISTAN 

KARACHI (DPA) — Gunmen 
Monday killed three people in 
the south of the Pakistan city 
of Karachi, police and hospital 
sources said. 

The shooting took place 
near a mosque where Muslims 
[ were offering Eid prayers but 
police say the incident is not 
related to any sectarian or 
political rivalry. 

"It was a result of a war 
between two gangs of crimi- 
nals who are involved In die 
drug trade in the densely pop-j ■ 
Lilaced district of troubled pprtj- 
city of Karachi,” a senior police- 
said. Many such gangs ,**■ ■ 
operating in the area, ' resi- 
dents said. •• . 

Authorities have taken 5fHcr 
security measured to.-iavfokf 
dashes betweeij polling) Wjj 
religious groups wha co ' 
hides of sacriflclal aqlrn.als ^ | 
the Muslim Eld festival. / ; Y- ;• 
• .. The; local administiatip^ h as ; ■ . 
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ANKARA WARNS ATHENS AFTER 
RADAR LOCKS ONTO TURKISH PLANE 


ANKARA (AP) — Turkey says it will attack 
Greek air defense systems if they threaten 
Turkish planes in the Aegean, a report said 

Monday. _ . . 

The warning came alter a Greek missile 

battery on the Greek island of Limnos 
locked onto a Turkish F-16 jet during a 
patrol over the Aegean Sea on March 19, 
Hurriyet newspaper said. 

It said Hirkey lodged a formal complaint 


after the Athens incident, wanting that mis- 
sile batteries engaged in “hostile acts” 
would be attacked in the future, the paper 
said. 

Turkish foreign ministry officials would 
not comment on the report. 

Turkish and Greek warplanes have faced 
off on numerous occasions over the Aegean 
and Greece frequently complains of Turkish 
jets violating its airspace. 


Turkey and Greece dispute air space 
rights over the Aegean. Greece says its 
national air space extends to 10 miles, 
Turkey only recognizes six. 

The two NATO allies are also nt odds over 
a variety of issues, including seabed miner- 
al rights and territorial waters. 

War over a tiny island was averted at the 
last minute in 1996 by U.S. mediation. 


THAAD MISSILE DEFENSE SYSTEM 
FAILS TO INTERCEPT FOR 6TH TIME 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Hie most advanced US 
missile defense system under development failed 
Monday in its sixth consecutive attempt to inter- 
cept an incoming missile, the Pentagon said. 

The test of the Theater High Altitude Area . 

• Defense (THAAD) system was carried out at 
White Sands Missile Range in New Mexico, where 
an interceptor missile was fired at a target Hera 
missile, the Pentagon said. 

The interceptor “did not achieve intercept of a 
Hera missile target in a flight test." the Pentagon 
statement said without explaining what caused 
the latest failure. 


"The flight did, however, provide additional 
data that will be usable in future development of 
theater missile defense systems,” the statement 
said. 

THAAD. the furthest along of the Pentagon's 
missile defense programs, is a system that is 
designed to detect, track and intercept incoming 
Scud-type missiles in the high atmosphere, offer- 
ing protection to an entire theater of operations. 

But despite an investment of more than 3.2 bil- 
lion dollars, it has failed in all six attempts to 
intercept an incoming missile, raising questions 
about the viability of the program. 


WARSAW DOES NOT WANT 
TO WALL OFF THE UKRAINE 


WARSAW (DPA) — Poland said Monday it does 
nor want to wall off the Ukraine when it becomes 
a European Union member, and Prime Minister 
jerry Buzek said he regarded Poland s member- 
ship since this month in NATO as useful to Kiev as 
well. 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Boris Tarasyuk was 
visiting Warsaw Monday preliminary to a swing 
through western capitals to mediate on the 
Kosovo conflict. Poland’s Integration with the 
West makes the Buk River between Poland and 
the Ukraine a new east-west divide. 

Free movement across the border should be 
maintained even when Poland joins the E-U- 


Polish Foreign Minister Bronislaw Geremek sug- 
gested. 

“Poland will do all it can to prevent the wall on 
Poland’s border to the west simply being shifted 
io the east.” Geremek said after talks with 
Tarasyuk. He said Poland would explain to other 
E.U. members that such a wall was the wrong 
approach. 

Tarasyuk attended a first meeting ot the new 
Pnlish-Ukrainuiit commission on E.U. integration. 
Aides said he would then travel to Germany. 
France and Britain to propose mediation on 
Kosovo. He met Saturday in Belgrade with 
Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic. 
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FRENCH, ITALIAN 
PMS HONOR 
TUNNEL VICTIMS 

CHAMONIX (DPA) — French 
Prime Minister Lionel Jospin 
and his Italian counterpart 
Massimo d’Alema on Monday 
honored the at least 40 people 
who died last week when a fire 
broke out in the tunnel under 
Mont Blanc on the France-ltaly 
border. 

The politicians met at the 
French exit of the tunnel 
Monday and were briefed on 
the latest in the search and 
clean-up operations. 

The operations have been 
called off for security reasons. 

The risk is mo high to contin- 
ue the work for numerous rea- 
sons. including because stone 
slabs could fall ftom the tun- 
nel's roof since the tunnel has 
been cooled, said chief fire- 
fighter Philippe Pathoux. 

The blaze broke out 
Wednesday morning after a 
Belgian truck laden with 20 
tons of margarine and flour 
burst into flames inside the 
tunnel. The fire quickly spread 
to engulf some 30 other vehi- 
cles and raged on until Friday 
evening. 

Electricians on Monday, 
were testing how to provide 
more lighting so clean-up 
work could eventually contin- 
ue. 

French officials said identi- 
fying the bodies of the victims ■ 
will still take more time. They 
also did not exclude the possi- 
bility that more bodies could 
be found within the tunnel. ' ' j 
French Transport Minister- 
Jean-Claude Gayssot meffl-.’; 
while announced thatYan. 
investigation would ■ be made 
f ;into the accident and would 
make recommendations for 
Improving the safety stan- 
dards. 

-'The newspaper Le Parisian 
quoted.an Italian manager of 
■ flic tunnel company, Franco 
Colombo, as saying that dam- 
age was es^matfed at seyeral 1 
, hundred . million francs. The ; 
tunnel .would have to be 
dosfed for several Weeks, • 


SEOUL — South Korea's Red Cross plans to ship 5.000 tons of 
artificial fertilizer to famine-plagued North Korea on Tuesday, 
government officials said. 

The freighter “Slierpa*’ was due to head for the northern port 
of Nampo in the morning to deliver the cargo, which is part of an 
aid shipment agreed earlier this month. 

The Sou tli Korean government has promised to take part in the 

effort and give 50,000 tons of fertilizer. 

The country's Korean Sharing Movement Association also 
announced it would send 400 goats, donated by farmers, to die 
country's northern neighbor in May. 

Communist North Korea has suffered widespread food short- 
ages for years due to droughts, floods and economic mismanage- 
ment — Dcutdie Pressc-Agentur. 




LONDON — The British High Court postponed its hearing into a 
request Tor ex-Chilean dictator Augusio Pinochet's release until 
after April 15. to give Home Secretary Jack Straw time to decide 
whether to allow Spain's extradition request to proceed. 

It also authorized lawyers for the 83-year-old general to appeal j 
against Straw's decision last December to give the green light to | 
extradition proceedings — Agcnce France Presse. 




MOSCOW — President Boris Yeltsin on Monday promoted 
Russia's lop internal security chief, Vladimir Putin, to head the 
powerful Security Council, the Kremlin press office said. 

Putin. 47. will also keep his current leadership post at the 
Federal Security Servin', Russia's chief KGB successor, which he 
came to head last July. 

The Security Council chairmanship was vacated earlier tins 
month when Yeltsin fired his chief of stuff. Nikolai Bnniyuzhn. fol- 
lowing a sex and videotape political scandal. 

The council groups the country's top defense and security min- 
isters along with the president and leaders of Russia's two cham- 
bers of parliaments — Agcnce France Presse. 


LONDON — A British man was considering suing British Telecom 
after an over zealous promotion campaign unwittingly alerted his 
wife to an affair he was having, the British press said Monday. 

BT. under pressure from rivals in the telephone sector, sent the 
couple a letter telling them that a number that appeared fre- 
quently on their phone bills was not one of their ‘friends and 
family" numbers, which benefit from a cheaper rates. 

It only took the baffled wife a few minutes to dial the number 
and discover that her husband, a man in his sixties, had been hav- 
ing an affair with one of their neighbors for several years. 

The man, thrown out of his house by his wife, said: “1 wonder 
what my chances oF suing BT would be." He said the phone com- 
pany had “wrecked" a 40-year marriage — Agence Fiance Presse. 






MOSCOW — A Moscow couple survived with only minor injuries | 
after railing eight stories in their car ; from a Moscow garage 
where the husband was teaching his wife to drive, the dally 

Kbmsomolskaya Pravda reported Monday. 

Gleb Mouline was giving his wife Lyudmila a driving lesson jn 
his Moskvich car when Lyudmila mixed up the pedals and irtttead 
of the brake, pressed the atcelerator sending the car crashing 
throiigh-the bay window. ' 

The car flew over the street beside the building and crasited on 
Its roof In the middle of a dump of trees.. ' 1 - , 

Thetrees broke the car’s fall, the paper said.tiiough a photo of 
the damaged vehide ihpwed It was badly crashed. . , J 

> Gleb arid Lyudmila wlto thought their, last hour had come, 
escaped With only a few minor fraqtu res aind bruises — Agerjce 
IFrance Pre^./.. ;• r .- ..:;-' . . : 
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0.3900 

0.3981 

3.8801 

3.7990 

0.4018 

4.8063 

04292 

1.4828 

8.5109 

1.6065 

1.8401 

15.9833 

15.6491 

1.6550 

19.7966 

1.76B1 

6.0257 

1.6702 

0.3153 

0.3219 

3.1366 

3.0710 

0.3248 

3.8853 

0.3470 

1.1825 

2.8693 

0.5397 

0.5510 

5.3698 

5.2575 

j.5560 

6.8516 

0.5940 

2.0244 

11.8405 

2.1973 

2.2432 

21.8607 

214037 

2.2635 

27.0790 

2.41 B3 

6.2415 

25.1234 

4.7423 

4.8414 

47.1814 

46.1950 

4.8853 

58.4439 

5.2193 

17.7874 

52.3432 

9.8803 

10.0868 

98.2997 

98.2446 

10.1782 

121.7844 

10.8741 

37.0E90 

2.2194 

04189 

0.4277 

4.1680 

4.0809 

0.4318 

5.1629 

04611 

1.5713 

4.2133 

0.7953 

0.8118 

7.9125 

7.7470 

0.8193 

9.8012 

0.8753 

2.9830 

0.7516 

0.1419 

0.1448 

14114 

1.3819 

0.1461 

1.7483 

0.1561 

0.5321 

17.B532 

3.3700 

3.4404 

33.6281 

32.8272 

3.4716 

41.6315 

3.7089 

12.6401 

2.1328 

04028 

0.4110 

4.0053 

3.9216 

04147 

4.9614 

0.4431 

1.5100 

1.2974 

0.2449 

0.2500 

2.4364 

2.3865 

0.2523 

3.0180 

0.2695 

0.9186 


INTERNATIONAL CURRENCIES 


US DOLLAR 
Q. BRITAIN STERLING 
GERMANY MARK 
SWITZERLAND FRANC 
FRANCE FRANC 
JAPAN YEN* 
HOLLAND GUILDER 
SWEDEN KRONA 


BELGIUM FRANC 
AUSTRALIA DOLLAR 
GREEC DRACHIMA 
CYPRUS POUND 
AUSTRIA SCHILLING 
.CANADA DOLLAR 



1.0000 

1.6380 

0.5565 

0.6836 

0.6105 

1.0000 

0 . 3398 - 

0.4174 

1,7968 

2.9432 

1.0000 

1.2283 

1.4628 

2.3961 

0.8141 

1.0000 

6.0257 

9.8701 

3.3536 

4.1193 


118.2500 

2.0244 

8.2415 

177874 

37.0590 

1.5713 

2.9830 

0.5321 

12.6401 

1.5100 


193.6935 

3.3160 

13.4996 

29.1358 

60.7026 

2.5739 

4.8862 

0.8716 

20.7045 

2.4734 

1.5045 


65.8114 80.8381 


0.1660 

0.1013 

0.2982 

0.2428 

1.0000 

19.8243 


0.8457 

0.5163 

1.5195 

1.2370 

5.0957 

1.0000 


0.4940 5.6220 

0.3016 3.4322 0.6647 

0.8876 10.1015 1.9562 

0.7226 8.2238 1.5926 

2.9765 33.8762 - 6.5602 

58.4124 6647964 128738 


1.1267 

1.3839 

0.3360 

1.7120 

1.0000 

11.3811 

V 

4.5868 

5.6341 

1.3677 

6.9696 

4.0711 

46.3334 

6.9 

9.8995 

12.1598 

2.9519 

. 15.0422 

8,7665 

1.0000 

19,31 

20.6250 

25.3343 

6.1502 

31.3395 

18.3062 

208 . 3441 ; 

m 

0.8745 

1 . 0742 . 

0.2608 

1.3288 

0.7782 

8.8340 


1.6602 

.. 2.0392 

04950 

2.5226 

14735 

16.7703 

r*ul 

0.2961 

: 0.3638 

0.0883 

04500 

0.2628 

2.0914 


7.0348 

8.6410 

2.0977 

10.6893 

, 6.2439 

71.0821 

,-- 13 . 7 f 

0.8404 

1,0323 

0.2506 

1.2770 

0 . 7459 i 

8^802 

ML 

0.5112 , 

0.6279 

- 0,1524 

0.7768 

0.4537 

:■ 5.1639 



ARAB CAPITAL MARKETS 


M ARAB INS GROUP 
ARAB INT.INS. 

ahlt coml. bank 

a. b.c. -$- 
BAH insurance 
bank BAH + KWT 
BAH coml falt 
bah hotel 

b. duty free 
bah rilLLS 
BAH ISLAM. BANK 
BAH ISLAMIC INS 
BAH + KWT INS. 

| BAH INT. BANK 
bah. leisure CO. 
bah MID E. BANK 
31 BAH MAR. +M. INT 
BAH SAUDI BANK 
1 BAH SHIP R ENG 
BAH TOURISM 

, > bah telecom 

DELMON POULTRY 
FAYSAL ISLAM -$- 
i&S TRAFFCO 
: ?0 UNION GULF INS. 
NATL. IMP+EXP 

ahlia detergent 

AHLIA INSURANCE 
-m N/A 

al amal ind 

.rS® ANWAR IND & TRAD 
■ :V^V BATINAH DAIRY 

ALIANCE HOUS BK 
BATNAH HOTELS 
BRAIMI HOTEL 
s u!: KHWR DEV SVC 
• --"a RAWDHA QUARRIES 

t B ALLAN FOOD IND 
ALSAWADI RES 
AREEJ VEG OILS 
BANDER RAWDAH QU 
BAHRAIN INTL BK 
BK MCT AHLl OM 
BK OM BAH & KUW 
COMM BK OMAN 
CONST MATERIALS 
V|5g COM STAT IND 

DHOFAR BVGS CO 
jggj DOFAR CATTLEFEED 
DHOFAR INVST DEV 
.*’ip DHFR MARBLE GRAN 
DHOFAR INSURANCE 
.■y$ DHOFAR TOURISM 
FINANCIAL SERV 

8 $ GULF HOTELS OMAN 
§ GLF INV SERV 


AUDI BANQUE 
BQ. EUROPEENNE 
BOU KHALIL MKTS 
BQ LIRANAISE COM ' 
BANK OF BEIRUT ’ 
BYBLOS BANK 
ETERNIT . 

LEB. BLDGS' FUND' 
RYMCO 

STE CIM BLANCS B 
STE CIM BLANCS N 
STE CIM LIBANAIS 
SOLIDERE A '• . 
SOLIDERE Bi ‘ 

UNJ CERAMIC B C : 


0.84 

+0.01 

0.083 

+0.008 

0.410 


6.25 

+0.10 

0.274 


0.222 

+0.002 

0.244 


0.200 

-0.002 

0.500 

-0.005 

0.175 

-0.002 

0.272 

+0.012 

0.298 

+0.018 

0.400 


0.150 

+0.001 

0.098 

+0.001 

0.158 

+0.001 

0.472 


0.151 

+0.002 

0.520 

+0.020 

0.136 

-0.002 

0.555 

+0.005 

0.178 

+0.012 

2.08 

+0.08 

0.302 


0.106 

-0.003 

0.610 

-0.005 
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M 
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mi 
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0.930 +0.060 


HBAD INDEX 3731. 63 

COMM. BANK OF DUBAI 89 

NAT. BANK OF SHARJAH 15 

EMIRATES INT. BANK 37 

NAT. BANK OF RASALKHAIMAH 30 
NAT. BANK OF UMM AL QUWAIN 290 
ABU DHABI COMM. BANK 595 

INVEST BANK 33 

NAT. BANK OF FUJAIRAH 300 

NAT. BANK OF ABUDHABI 700 

DUBAI ISLAMIC BANK 20 50 

NAT. BANK OF DUBAI 980 

BANK OF SHARJAH 29 

COMM. BANK INTERNATIONAL 8 

UNION NAT. BANK 45 

ABU DHABI ISLAMIC BANK 24 50 

MASHREQ BANK 1300 

UNITED ARAB BANK 38 

FIRST GULF BANK 6 50 

ETISALAT 1735 

ABU DHABI NAT. HOTELS CO 165 

NAT. MARINE DREDGING 600 

UNION PROPERTIES CO. 41 

: ABU DHABI AVIATION 620 

i ABU DHABI NAT. FOODSTUFF CO. 38 
' DUBAI INVESTMENT CO. 15 

; ABU DHABI SHIP BUILDING CO. 30 

. E M A A R CO. 29 

OASIS INT. LEASING CO. 20 

TABREED 11 5 

JULPHAR 4 2 

PRIME BULDING TRADING EST. 9 5 

: OMAN INSURANCE CO. 990 

• ALAIN AHLIA INSURANCE CO. 1370 

AL DAFRAH INSURANCE CO. 640 

~ ABU DHABI NAT. INSURANCE CO 115 

THE EMIRATE INSURANCE CO 86 

: AL KHAZNEH INSURANCE CO. 146 

' AL BUHAIRAH INSURANCE CO. 15 

DUBAI NAT. INSURANCE CO. 5 £ 

UNION INSURANCE CO. 10 

AL WATHBEH INSURANCE CO 5 

AL SHARJAH INSURANCE CO. 9 


AMMAN STOCKS 
Week Ending March 25. 1999 



Kawther 

+ 19.61* 

NT'L Steel 

+ 16.39% 

Ind. Resources 

+ 11.90* 

Port. Securities 

+ 6.52* 

Cliem. Veg. Oil 

+ 6.40* 


il li li 1 ■ 


Paper Converting 

-11.40* 

Jo French 1ns. 

-9.26* 

Beit El Mas 

-6.35* 

Irbid Electricity 

-5.21* 

Food Factories 

-5.00* 


LONDON — The euro sank co a new low point against the dollar 
on Monday in London, reversing gains earlier in the day. 

The euro was being traded at SI .0697. the first lime it has come 
under the 1.07 dollar level. 

Earlier on Monday the euro was being traded at S1.0771, up 
from SI. 0737 late on Friday — Agencc France Presse. 


1.15 
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2.950 

+0.050 
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1.400 

+0.040 



SUEZ BAG 
ALEX COM MART E 
ALEX RE INVEST 
HELIOPOLIS HOUS 
MI SR HOTELS 
TORA CEMENT 
HOUSING & DEV BK 
HELWAN CEMENT 
SUEZ CEMENT CO E 
EFG HERMES HOLD 


584.60 

381.00 
112.45 

193.01 
127.90 
71.13 
68.50 
.60.60 
■57.01 
98.00 


1.850 +0.030 

2.000 + 0.100 


28.2500 


7.5625 

2.6250 


8,:oooo 

813750. 
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ARAB BNK CORP 

AERATED CONCRETE 
ARABIAN GEN TNV.‘ O.. 

ahleia ins. co. - 

ARAB REAL EST. 

ARAB INS GROUP . O. 
BKME KUWAIT • O. 

BORG AN BANK ’ ■ 

LIVESTOCK T.T CO' O. 

NATIONALCLEANING. o . 

. KWT COMPUTER CO.' O. 
COM. FACILITIES . O. 
FIRST INV. FUND 
KWT FOOD CO. ■ O. 

GULF CEMENT 
GULF INS. CO. 

INT FIN ADVISERS O ■ 
INTL INV GROUP ■ 
INT * L INVEST PRJ O, 
INDEPEN - PETROL O , 
AL-AHLI bank o 

al-arabi holdi ng o 

AREF INVEST GRP O 
AL- AH LEI A INV CO O 
AJIAL REAL EST. 
BAHRAIN tNT. BNK O 
BOUBYAN PETROCH. i o 
GULF CABLE IND. 1 

COMMERCIAL BANK 
COAST. INV. & DEV. 
EDUCATIONAL SERV u 
FUJAIRAH CEMENT 0 
UNITED '.FISHERIES C 
GULF BANK • • *■ 

. GULF „ GLAS3 £<W . 

HILAL -CEMENT. ao. C 
. INDUST INVEST CO 
■ THE INT - INVESTOR 
I NT ' L MURABAJIA • 


+ 4 . 88 
+4 . 96 
+4.96 
+2.54 
+ 3.08 
+4 .62 
+ 3.55 
+ 3.56 
+3.73 
+2. OB 
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+0 . OO 
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+O.Q1 

+ 0 . oo 
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+ 0.00 

+o . oo 
+0 r OO 
+0 i oo 


- 0.00 


+0 . oo 
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JERUSALEM — Tire Bank of Israel announced Monday that it was 
anting its tender rate by 0.5 percentage points to 12.5 percent as 
of April I , a move denounced as too tiinid by unions and business 
leaders. 

The central bank justified its decision to limit the size of the 
rate reduction despite negative inflation this year, saying the tight 
money policy was needed “to consolidate progress in fighting 

Union and business lenders countered that the bank s high real 
interest rate was worsening the economic slowdown winch has 
plagued Israel over the past three years and contributing to unem- 
ployment. , , . 

"This (rate cut) is insufficient to gel the economy back on track 
and bring down unemployment." said Amir Peretz. head of the 
country's main union federation. Histadrut. 

Dan Gillerniiin. president of the Israeli chambers of commerce, 
said the bank’s move was “too little, too late." 

Economic growth in Israel has slowed from an average six per- 
cent during the first half of the 1990s to 1.9 percent last year 
while unemployment has risen from around six percent m 1996 to 

8.6 percent last month. , „ „ _ . . 

Reflecting the slowdown, consumer prices tell 0.5 percent in 
January and 0.8 percent in February, compared to an annual intla- 
tlon rate of 8.6 percent for 1998 — Agencc France Presse. 


LONDON — Three times as many people in Britain live in poverty 
today as 20 years ago. according co a government report released 

Monday. ... 

The study, based on 1997 Figures, showed that there were 12 
million people in “relative poverty," meaning one person in every 
five out of Britain’s population of 59 million. That figure is almost! 
three times the number of poor recorded in 1979. 

The study by Prime Minister Tony Blair's Labor government also 
said that four million children were in. poverty in 1995, also up 
three times on 20 years ago. 

Jt.said that two out of five children are bom poor and that one 
in six families were pushed into poverty with the birth of a child. 

Children bqrn into p overty were more likely to remain In pover- 
ty, the study said, detailing that by the age of 22 months poor chil- 
dren already showed clear differences Ip their rate of educational 

development. L L 

Half of people who grow up without gaining qualifications then 

fail to get a job, the study said, while eight out of 1 0 poorpeople 
who entered the workforce then managed to lift themselves oUt 
of the ranks of the. poor, . , 7 . . ' 

The period studied in the report und^rlliied lefhrir^lnbpt 

; tetees that poverty intrea^ed ,under . 1 7-year fete 
rijjhtwlng Conservative pa^l whlch began in 1979 apd ended in 
I997 with a ^lalr lahdslide.victoiy—- Agence France PrOssd. 
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EGYPTIAN CEMENT SHOWS 

GOOD GROWTH 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt's cement sector is set for 
robust growth in the next three to five years, dri- 
ven by ambitious housing and construction pro- 
jects. 

"There is a positive outlook because Egypt is 
one of the few remaining emerging markets with 
a very active construction sector operating with- 
in a buoyant macroeconomic environment," said 
London-based Ghassan Medawar, an equity ana- 
lyst for the Middle East and North Africa ar ABN- 
AMRO Equities. 

Egypt, whose economy is growing more than 
five percent a year, enjoys a relatively stable 
exchange rate, low inflation, a small budget 
deficit and foreign reserves of about S20 billion. 

Medawar said demand for cement was expect- 
ed to grow eight percent a year for the next three 
to five years. 

The government is harnessing private sector 
investment to back major projects including the 
Toshka irrigation scheme in the south, ports and 
industrial zones at East Port Said and Ain Sukhna, 
several airports, bridges, roads and new cities. 

President Hosni Mubarak hopes to expand 
populated areas to 250,000 square km <96.530 
square miles) from a current 40.00D over the next 
20 years to relieve congestion in the Nile Valley 
where Egypt's 64 million people are concentrat- 
ed. 

RISK OF OVER-SUPPLY SEEN EXAGGERATED 
Eight cement firms are currently active in 
Egypt, producing 21.1 million tonnes of the 24 
million used in fiscal 1997/98 (july-June). In 
1996/97, 22 million tonnes were used. 

Analysts say concerns of over-supply have been 
overstated, given Egypt's long-term housing and 
construction plans. 

“The problem is less serious than the market 
has perceived," said Ahmed issa, a researcher at 
the Commercial International Brokerage 
Company (CIBC). 

Worries about over-capacity had increased on 
reports that seven new cement firms would start 
up In the next three years, while existing compa- 
nies have expansion projects. 

Issa said the concent was exaggerated as the 
utilisation rate, the rate at which supplies are 
used, was a good 108 percent in 1998. and was 
seen sliding to 100 percent in 1999 and to 86.1 



And building* need cement 

percent'by 2002. 

“Investors just have to select companies that 
will be able to out perform the market utilisation 
rate," Issa said. 

“Obviously, it’s a healthy, promising sector," 
said a regional-based analyst. "Economic growth 
in Egypt is seen as the highest in the MENA 
(Middle East and North Africa) region for at least 
the next year or so." 

Derek Hammond. Africa analyst at London bro- 
kers T. Hoare and Co. said: "We’re bullish in the 
short term given the government’s current com- 
mitment to infrastructure projects." 

Bur he said Egypt would probably see over-sup- 
ply in the next five years without a larger expan- 
sion in capita] projects. 

Medawar said local cement supply was seen 
reaching 27 million tonnes in 2001 against 
demand for 30 million tonnes, while government 
infrastructure projects would sustain demand. 

"We also have to assume that certain produc- 


t ‘ 

■ i J 


tion lines will shut down due to inefficient tech- 
nology or old-fashioned types of production, par- 
ticularly the wet kiln process," he said. 

"The government's adoption of Build-Own- 
Opera te-Transfer (BOOT) schemes in infrastruc- 
ture projects will definitely (hoist) growth 
prospects," a C1BC research report said. 

It said Egypt's per capita consumption of 
cement was 350 kg, compared to more than 400 
in Hirkey and nearly 1,000 in Lebanon, but it 
expected growth in per capita consumption, as 
well as a 2.1 percent annual population increase, 
would boost demand. 

GOVERNMENT RELAXES GRIP 

Egypt's privatization program, pursued vigor- 
ously since 1996, is loosening state control of the 
cement sector. 

The French construction materials firm Lafarge 
and Greece's Titan Cement Co are completing a 
deal to buy 76 percent of Beni Suef Cement. 

Issa said the government was planning to sell 


at least 75 percent of Assiut Cement at 40 pounds 
per share. 

Egypt's state Holding Company for Chemical 
Industries announced on March 23 the sale of its 
74 percent stake in Alexandria Portland Cemem 
tu investors in April. 

"This (privatization) is very good for the 
cement sector. It's going to introduce new tech- 
nologies and expertise," said one analyst, adding 
that only firms acquired by international cement 
companies were likely to survive in the medium 
Term. 

C1BC tipped Suez Cement and Alexandria 
Cement as “buys," citing strong earnings per 
share growth potential. It put a * , hold/positiw , ' 
recommendation on Amriyah Cement saying tax- 
ation and competition would dampen its EPS in 
the medium term. 

Issa said all three companies were underval- 
ued. 

CIBC saw Tora Portland Cement as a “hold/neu- 
tral" pending privatization. A regional analyst 
said it would be feasible to offer investors more 
of the equity of Tora, which has a free float of 
around 22 percent. 

"But, fundamentally, it deserves a buy. It's a 
growth story, with good valuations and expan- 
sion plans underway," he said. 

CIBC rated Helwan Portland Cement, 47.9 per- 
cent state-owned, as a “hold/negative “ saying it 
could benefit from privatization. “However, it will 
be more difficult to revive the company’s bids for 
growth in EPS, compared to Tora's," it added. 

But a report by Cairo-based EFG-Hermes bro- 
kerage recommended Helwan as a “buy," citing 
its attractive valuation. In late March, the stock 
was trading at a price/earnings ratio of around 
7.8, against a sector PE of 8.9 and a'market PE of 
around 8.87. 

CIBC said the cement sector might be an 
under-performer, but “has proven to be one of 
die most stable in the market and an excellent 
safe haven for investors who wish to minimize 
their loss during a bear market." 


COLOMBO (R) — A planned sale of Sri 
Lanka's CTC Eagle insurance Co Ltd to 
Zurich Financial Services Group could pave 
the way for more global insurance giants to 
enter the local market, an industry official 
said on Monday. 

“If the Eagle deal goes through well it 
will be the signal for more big foreign play- 
ers to enter the market." Gottfried Thoma, 
chairman of CTC Eagle, told Reuters. 

Ceylon Ibbacco Co Ltd, which holds a 
63.82 percent stake in CTC Eagle, is negoti- 
ating with a consortium including the 
National Development Bank (NDB) to divest 
, hs stake in the local insurance firm. 

NDB, the biggest development bank in 
• Sri Lanka., already holds a small stake in 
QTC i Eagle through its. subsidiary Capital 


Development and Investment Co Ltd and is 
looking to increase that under the Zurich 
deal. 

The planned changes are due to the glob- 
al restructuring of BAT Industries Pic, which 
saw the tobacco businesses of the group 
handed to British American Tobacco Pic and 
the financial services arm being sold to 
Zurich Financial Services. 

British American holds an 84.1 percent 
stake in Ceylon Tobacco, Sri Lanka's ciga- 
rette monopoly. ‘ 

Thoma said the entry of Zurich Financial 
could also entice reputed foreign insurers 
to bid for a stake in the state-run National 
insurance Corp (NIC), which is looking to 
divest some 30 percent of Its equity. 

"The privatization 'process of NIC could 
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be made much more successful," Thoma 
said. 

Current legislation prohibits foreign 
firms from holding a direct stake in local 
insurance companies. 

A special task force, appointed to pre- 
pare a new insurance law to create a more 
level playing field, submitted its report to 
the government in April 1996. 

But no action has yet been taken to 
Implement the new insurance Act which is 
also expected to remove the barrier to for- 
eign firms' entry. 

Sri Lanka opened its insurance sector to 
private firms in 1988 after 26 years of gov- 
ernment control. Currently there are sty pri- 
vate and two state-run' insurance compa- 


INDIA'S TAXES BRING IN 
SMUGGLED GOLD 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Gold smuggling into India through neighboring 
countries lias risen following New Delhi’s decision to hike import 
duties, a World Gold Council official said Monday. 

■ "Due to the import differential compared to India, the smuggling of 
the yellow metal into the sub-continent lias pined a new momentum 
through Nepal, Singapore and Sri Lanka," said Derrick Machado, finan- 
cial institutions manager at the Geneva-based VyGC. • ; V 

Tills has made smuggling gold very lucrative, with profit margins of 
at least diree dollars assured for every 10 grams (035 ounces) ofgold. 

India, the world's largest consumer of gold, hiked customs duty on 
imports by 60 percent In January this year, to 400 rupees (S9.5 } fa 
every 0.35 ounces of gold. . . * . 

The increase was aimed at controlling gold imports, raising tjk 
country’s foreign exchange reserves and extracting an extra 60 m®** 
dollars iri tax revenue. 

However, many analysts say the real beneficiaries have been. dw . 
smugglers and black marketeers. , 

, Machado pointed out that the duty differential In Dubai *|»- 
Singapore compared to India, was six dollars for every 035 ounces. 
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LONDON (R) — Casting a | 
wary eye over a rack of 
glistening fowl adorning a 
Chinatown restaurant win- 
dow, Brian Hinton 
scratched his chin and gave 
voice to the British public's 
deep suspicion about what 
ends up on its dinner 
plates. 

"You know, I'm looking 
at that duck and wondering 
exactly whatron earth it's 
coated in," he said with 
unease. 

When The Mirror tabloid 
screamed "Prime Monster" 
at Tony Blair in February 
after the Prime Minister 
said he was happy to eat 
genetically modified (GM) 
food, it was tapping into 
long-standing national anx- 
iety about food safety. 

But despite a moral panic 
that has seen newspaper 
columnists and supermar- 
ket telephone advice lines 
twitching due to national 
worries about so-called 
i "Frankenstein foods," the 
68 percent of Britons who 
tell pollsters they are con- 
cerned about eating GM 
foods have been slow to 
ask questions of their 
restaurants. 

Under new legislation 
extending European Union 
labelling laws on GM soya 
and maize to include 
Britain’s 125,000 food out- 
i lets, the government aimed 
this month to restore con- 
sumer confidence by order- 
ing caterers, from hot dog 
stands to top restaurants, 
i to reassure customers 
about what they're eating. 

Restaurants and cafes 
will face fines of up to 
5,000 pounds (S8.H4) 
after September If staff 
cannot tell diners whether 
their food contains GM . 
ingredients when asked. 

A CONCERNED PUBLIC 
KEEPS' QUIET 
Yet few of central 
London's catering estab- ■ 
lishments from the sand-, 
wieh chains to Micheiin' 
starred restaurants report 
much evidence of serious - 
customer concern about 
CM food. ,i 
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“1 get a lot more vegetar- 
ians phoning me each week 
asking me about the vege- 
tarian aspect of our menu 
than GM foods and I must 
admit I am surprised," said 
Robert Bird, quality control 
manager for the Pizza 
Express chain's 200 restau- 
rants. 

“When it ail came out on 
the radio and the television 
I thought we’d be inundat- 
ed with customers asking 
questions, but no," he said, 
reporting only two queries 
in the past fortnight from 
an estimated weekly clien- 
tele of 250,000. 

Restaurants at the upper 
end of the scale are no dif- 
ferent. 

"Customer-wise no, we 
haven't really been asked, 
said a spokeswoman for 
British style guru Terence 
Conran's fleet of “gas- 
trodomes." "It's been more 
of a press question really." 

So why, when 92 percent 
of . Britons polled by the 
Consumers' Association 
call for all Ingredients from 
GM sources to be clearly 

labelled on food packaging,. 

are diners keeping quiet? 

^impie,; said orte diner at 
• Innovative Spanish restfcu* 

rapti'Moto; ’■l-dohlt thjnk; 


decent restaurants use 
them. It's something I 
would worry about at a 
supermarket, but not at a 
restaurant." 

BRITAIN’S GM FEARS 
The 1,000 callers in two 
days to a GM foods advice 
line set up by supermarket 
chain J. Sainsbury Pic in 
February and its subse- 
quent derision to set up a 
European supermarket con- 
sortium to ensure no GM 
ingredients end up in its 
own-label products testify 
to the strength of con-, 
sumer feeling on GM food. 

Government attempts at 
reassurance after bio- 
chemist Arpad Pusztai pub- 
lished claims that laborato- 
ry rats fed on GM potatoes 
. had suffered internal organ 
damage failed to placate a 
British public still reeling 
from the BSE "mad cow dis- 
ease" crisis. . 

"BSE and various other 
food scandals over the last 
• 10 years have undermined 
people’s trust in official 
sources - of. advice." said 
Julie Sheppard of . the 
Consumers' Association. 
"The best way to have a 
/fobi scere! Is. for a food 
minister ;to : stolid Up and 




sny it's safe." 

Environmental concerns 
about cross pollination 
risks from GM crops grown 
by U.S. agrochemical giant 
Monsanto and Swiss life 
sciences group Novartis 
have added to suspicion of 
the two firms' new weed 
and insect resistant plant 
strains designed to 
increase the world’s food 
supplies. 

INFORMATION GAP 
BREEDS CONCERN 
The public's general lack 
of understanding of the 
complex Issues behind the 
"Frankenstein food" furore 
may have made British 
restaurantgoers compla- 
cent, consumer groups 
fear. 

The revelation that 
restaurants themselves lack 
Information to provide the 
reassurance customers are 
increasingly; expected to 
seek could overturn diners' 
reluctance to ask ques- 
tions. 

From sandwich • chain 
Pfet a M an 8 er through 
, colourful Chinatown to the 
latest fashionable restau- 
rants, almost all the outlets 
surveyed by Reuters said 
their Food was, as far as 



they knew, GM free. But 
they couldn't always be 
certain. 

“If we are serving GMOs 
we're unaware of It,” said 
Kevin Graham, general 
manager of Jean-Cristophe 
Novelli’s restaurant group. 

"In our ignorance we can 
quite dearly state that 
we're getting locally pro- 
duced veg but who knows 
the actual origins?" 

President of the Master 
Chefs or Great Britain and 
restaurateur the Earl of 
Bradford is worried about 
the onus placed on restau- 
rants. given their depen- 
dence on wholesalers and 
the ingredients of ingredi- 
ents used in food prepara- 
tion. 

"1 think GM Food is 
absolutely appalling." lie 
said. "I wouldn’t want to 
touch it with a barge pole. 

"But vve rely on the infor- 
mation that's given to us | 
by suppliers." he added, 
pointing to the U.S. prac- 
tice of mixing GM and nat- 
ural crops at source and 
the impossibility of know- 
ing whether animals have 
been fed GM soya or maize 
derivatives. 

"The sad reality is we are 
all pawns in economic and 
political power games,” he 
said. 

Restaurants like Oliver 
Peyton's The Atlantic Bar 
and Grill, Mash and Coast, 
which are taking a strong 
line on GM foods because 
they see themselves cater- 
ing to more discerning din- 
er's are less of an exception 
than they presume. 

“It’s not just me," said 
one diner at classic British 
institution Slmpson’s-in- 
the Strand. “The man in the 
street doesn’t want this 
. stuff and he'll go right out 
of his way to avpld it. 

“1 haven't asked, a waiter 
about GM fopd myself yet, 
but that time will come and i 
soon,'' he said'. “And the 
minute people think about 
it with all this publicity, 
they're going to.qsk too.". 
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Y ou’ve heard all about how toddlers are picky 
eaters, how they love routines and saying no. 
But what about the countless odd-yet-endear- 
Ing little things your child does every day? If you’ve 
been puzzling over your toddler's behavior, here's 
how to decipher it: 

Q: Why does my son line up his toy cars 
and blocks? 

A: Don't knock it; you could have a child who will 
grow up to make his bed without being asked. 
"Some children are just neater than others, and hav- 
ing things in a certain order gives them a feeling of 
control and security — - both of which are very 
important to toddlers," says Alice Sterling Honig. 
Ph.D., professor einerita of child development at 
Syracuse University. 

It's possible, too. that your child is beginning to 
learn to sort things by certain characteristics. Check 
to see If there's any pattern, such as cars of one 
color- grouped together or blocks lined up in order 
of size. 

Q: Why does my toddler insist on going 
back again and again to a particular page 
in her favorite book? I'm ready to scream. 

A: Either because she’s fascinated by something on 
that page — a color or a shape — or she's noticing 
something new about it each time. "Children at this 
!tge learn by repetition, and when they, find some- 
thing interesting, they'll look at It until they tire of 
it completely before moving on to something else," 
says Bennett Leventhal. M.D.. director of child and 
adolescent psychiatry at the University of Chicago 
School of Medicine. 

Although it’s best to be patient when your child 
seems mesmerized, If you just can't spend another' 
second looking at the balloons in her book, you 
mfght suggest going on a "hunt" to find others. But 
don’t be surprised if she comes right back to her 
favorite page. Toddlers feel a sense of mastery in 
familiar things. .. 

Q* Why does my 15-month -old love to 
carry keys or blocks when he’s walking 
around? 

A: Chances are, lie’s only recently become an adept 
walker, so it’s likely that this activity is the next 
biggest physical challenge: walking while carrying 
something at the same time. “When a child first 
learns to walk, it’s all he can do to balance himself; 
now he can bend down, pick something up without 
falling on his tush, and carry it across the room. 
That’s a fantastic advance in his motor skills" says 
Honig. 

Q* Although my daughter usually points 
to her hose when I ask; "Where’s your 
nose," . she sometimes points to her 
mouth. Why? 



Ai The answer may lie in: her expressjon when she’s 


responding ro you. ir she looks frus- 
trated, For example, she might not know the answer 
ns readily as you think. "Children often knqw things 
in certain contexts but not in others — they might, 
for instance, be able to identify a cow in one book 
but not in another" says Jacqueline Haines, execu- 
tive director of the Gesell Institute for Human 
Development in New, Haven, Conn. Or. she says, 
"your toddler might just be frustrated with answer- 
ing the same question over and over, so to stop the 
questioning she'll answer incorrectly on purpose." 

Although it can be fun to ask your child to point 
to things as you name them, if she’s either bored or 
not quite ready to answer a- particular question, 
move on to something new. "Children pay more 
attention to an activity when they Initiate it,” says 
Haines, “so if you want your toddler to point to the 
cows in the book, it may be best to wait until she 
starts pointing to or naming them first." 

Q: My son loves to play hide-and-seek 
and peekaboo, but he either hides in real- 
ly obvious places or just covers his eyes. 
Does he actually think I can’t see him? 

A; "Toddlers are naturally egocentric, so your son 
probably thinks that if he can't see because his eyes 
are covered, then no one else can see either," says 
Larry Kubiak. Ph.D., director of psychological ser- 
vices at Tallahassee Memorial Behavioral Health 
Care Center in Honda. "Also, the fun of these games 
is In riie finding. He wants to hear you say, ’There 
he hr It's the sense of excitement and discovery 
that he enjoys most, not the hiding." The searching 
part becomes a thrill by age 4, when most children 
understand the concept of hiding. 

By Laura Flynn McCarthy 
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1 .Declare the first Saturday of every 
month "old-fashioned day": No answering 
machines. No TV. Unplug all those gadgets 
chat make you feel the world is moving too 
fast. 

2. Have your child read you a story: 
Remember a time when the only thing that 
reajly counted was what was between “Once 
upon a time" and "They lived happily ever 
after”? 

3. Buy your kids an ant farm: Watching all 
those worker ants scurry may give you new 
perspective on your day. 

4 . Take a mental health day: Call it playing 
hooky, call it a sick day — but whatever you 
call it, take the day off. Let the hours 
unwind as rhey will. 

5 .Do a jigsaw puzzle: Working with your 
hands and focusing on small problems 
forces you to banish all those mental lists 
from your mind. 

G.Put a plant in your office: Once a day, lie 
% 

down your pen, clear your mind and watch 
that fern grow. 

7 .Cut your commute: Get off the bus one 
stop early, or park a few blocks from where 
you work. Walk the rest, 

8 .Celebrate Thanksgiving every day: 
Spend five minutes a day concentrating on 
what you're thankful for. 
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MALE BRITISH TEENAGERS IN 
CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE 



LONDON — "Boys have a secret second 
life on the inside and a shell outside." says 
David. 17, from the north of England. “A 
lot of boys who appear Totally OK are 
falling npart inside. Girls are treated 
like another human being. Boys aren't. 
We're strong, we're men. Some are dying 
inside but too tough, too scared to admit 
it to themselves," 

David is not alone. As they sip Cokes 
and eat crisps in a cafe while chatting 
about growing up in Britain, groups of 
teenage boys say they are confronting a 
crisis. “In 100 years' time women will be 
totally dominant. I don't think it will ever 
swing to even.” says Gary. 18, frowning. 
“People are scared of boys ‘cos of the rep- 
utation some boys have given us." 

His best friend Dean interrupts: ‘Tin not 
bothered by girls doing better but ir is 
slagging boys down when they need sup- 
port that l don’t like. There are no rules 
like there were for our parents. They knew 
what was what. We just make it up as we 
go along... It's a new world. And it's a 
scary place to be.” 

Young males today are caught in no 
man's land between Nineties New Man 
and New Lad. The Leenagers' views - 
which will be published This week in the 
report Tomorrow's Men - paint a grim and 
confusing picture of growing up in Britain. 

Uncertainty, tension between being one 
of the lads and a sensitive New Man. and a 
general unease about the way boys are 
viewed in our culture, have upset tradi- 
tional ideas of masculinity. Boys are 
increasingly turning to laddlshness for 
comfort. 

Parents know life is difficult for boys, 
the report says. Concern about them is 
voiced everywhere. They do less well than 
girls at school, they play truant more, 
offend more, and suicides among young 
men are higher than ever. Special needs 
classes are filled with boys, and news 
headlines about them over the past 18 
months have almost all been negative. 

But the debate over what to do about 
{he “backlash boys” swiris over the heads 
of the people who know most about it. 
Tomorrow's Men asks boys In the UK their 
views, their hopes, worries, attitudes. 
Through anonymous surveys plus one-to- 
one interviews, 1 .400 males aged 
between 13 and 19 were questioned and 
their answers compared with a similar 
group of teenage girls. 

The two groups' answers reveal that 
while: girls in Britton are growing In self 
confidence, boys' self-esteem ‘diminish- 
ing. The proportion of alienated .boys , is 
growing all the rim*. the - 

report says, are. expresSiKg inseairities 

and Hesitancy: about the fu^irfe, aqd-;rjsk 
"dropping into the bottom. 15 per cent vyho 

' ' are •• . ; . • 



depressed or suicidal, alienated from 
school and have been in trouble with the 
police. 

To make matters worse, teenage males' 
self-confidence is at its lowest at 19 - just 
when girls are at their most self-confident. 
“The 'can-do' group are smallest at 19, 
and the ‘no can-do’ group are at their 
highest," the report says. "Nineteen is a 
difficult time, as boys make the transition 
to work or further education." 

Adrienne Katz, who led the UK research 
and wrote the report, says obvious warn- 
ing signals are being ignored. “If a boy 
goes out and smashes something up, peo- 
ple say lie is just doing what boys do. We 
don't think he needs help. IMie is stays in 
his room listening to CDs all day, then 
'that's a teenage boy'. Well, there are an 
awful lot of hoys smashing tilings up and 
sitting in their rooms. The signals must be 
read and barriers broken down.” 
Tomorrow's Men looks at youngsters 
with high and low levels uf self esteem - 
can-do and can't-do hoys. Il explores what 
makes a confident youngster. If some boys 
are doing well - and 25 per cent are in the 
“high can-do" category - can others be 
helped? 

Despite the bleak outlook many boys 
say they have, the report’s authors insist 
they can - and must - be helped. Alienation 
is already so deep and widespread that a 
worrying backlash against girls is emerg- 
ing. More than two-thirds of problem boys 
believe It's “harder for men" these days. 
They say ir was easier “when roles were 
clearly separate". Almost half say the 
struggle for sex equality has gone too far. 
The worse boys do. the more resentment 
builds up - threatening the future or rela- 
tions between men and women. 

Dr Ann Buchanan, lecturer in applied 
social studies at Oxford University, who 
analysed the research, said: “Any effort to 
convince alienated boys that they have a 
stake in the future will be a hard task. 
However, the cost of not helping them 
would be far higher. Those who do badly 
haVe had their self-esteem bashed. 

“But with a little help they can become 
can-do bays. These boys don't have to be 
tills way." ' ■ /■ 

The report provides an. action plan for 
parents worried about their sons. "Boys 
must feel good about themselves, and lov- 
ing is not enough. You've got to give a 
guidance and advice, and then allow boys 
to make their own mistakes - practical par- 
, . entlng jn attion," Budtonah says. , . 

Listening tq boys' problems and views Is 
' essential , find t jje key listener is the father. 
„s;i feUndjievidende 1 that some fathers 
had little or no involvement with their 



sons. Fathers who took an interest in sons 
and school work helped to encourage self- 
confidence. We must tackle the dad 
deficit," says Buchanan. 

Nat being brought up in the traditional 
nuclear family does boys little harm, the 
report concludes. "Parents are the key but 
It is not the family structure, it is the fam- 
ily style that matters.’’ 

School Is also a strong factor in creating 
a confident attitude to life. Peer pressure 
and "masculinity myths" limit boys’ devel- 
opment and encourage laddlshness. Fear 
of being seen as different, weak or vulner- 
able inhibits find restricts some boy$.- - 
"Behaviour must be acceptable within 
the pack- Bullying and violence are wide- 
spread." : • _ ; *' -. 

; A school where jtlie're Was' an anti-bully-: 
jng strategy which was ■seen ' to ' work; 
* where boys were hQt . made to feel stu'jjld 
In dass If they made n mistake and vyhe’re 


teachers knew youngsters as individuals 
was praised by can-do boys. Not so the 
“low can-do” group or the anti-school 
group. 

"Boys’ world,” Katz says, "is governed 
■ by 'the virtual laws of masculinity'. These 
decree that you act like a man and stand 
on your own two feet - but they form bar- 
riers to asking for help. Boys whose self- 
image is low may withdraw or turn to anti- 
social behaviour" 

The key to resolving the problem, Katz 
concludes, is to stop telling boys to be 
boys;' ''The irony is that boys who are. told 
to act like a man and stand on their own 
. two feet tend tp puffer from low self- 
esteem, whereat those: with emotional 
. support Vjrt, more likely to be can-dp, 
■felling a bay to toughenup is the Worst 
'*■ thing you can dpi Adults owe it .to boys to 
create ''fl ; saf£t social ehyli!onment r a :', ' 
' i v • • 'i ci ;1 i i JOI^ ARUnnP 













18 BODY & MIND 



RANA ASFOUR 


Health editor 



B ody Image has more to do with what's going on in the 
mind than in the mirror and like those other products of 
the mind, thoughts and feelings, it changes from one 
situation to the next. We may feel pretty good about our- 
selves while getting dressed in the privacy of home, but that 
feeling of satisfaction dissolves when we’re trying on bathing 
suits in front of a store mirror or when we're walking past an 
exceptionally slender and attractive woman. We tend to dis- 
like our bodies right after eating, even if the meal was not fat- 
tening. And we feel fatter before and during menstruation, or 
when we're in a bad mood and under stress. Most of us dislike 
our bodies the most when we feel we are losing control, even 
if what we want to control lias nothing to do with our appear- 
ance. 

Women's common pattern is to become seif-critical when 
we're feeling threatened or anxious. Unlike men, who most 
often respond to the same feelings by lashing outward, we 
turn this negative power against ourselves. We use earing and 
weight to punish ourselves and to avoid confronting more 
serious problems. It's a form of narcissism, really. 

We. women, have to learn to deal with the problems of liv- 
ing. ro face the inevitable conflicts in life instead or ducking 
or denying them. We must develop positive ways to soothe 
"‘irselves when we are feeling down, to steady ourselves 
when we are nervous and to reward ourselves for jobs well 
tlniie. We have to scop picking ourselves apart and dwelling 
on our shortcomings and instead build on our strengths and 
accept ourselves as complete individuals, regardless of the 
messages we pick up from those around us. 

Only then can we finally free ourselves From the consrant, 
senseless obsession with weight. 
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K eep « diary# not |uct off what you 
oat but also off your moods and 
footings. You'll find clues to your 
progress like what people and places 
helped you stay In central. 



WOMEN'S HEALTH 
AFTER MENOPAUSE: 
ACT NOW FOR A 
HEALTHY FUTURE 



1 . Listen tu mellow music 
at mealtimes: pul on a sooth- 
ing CD and without even real- 
izing it, you'll probably take 
in fewer calories. 

2. Stand up straight: good 
posture fosters deeper 
breathing and that means tak- 
ing in more oxygen, when you 
breathe in more oxygen, your 
energy levels get a boost and 
you're more likely to jump 
into caloric-burning activi- 
ties. 

3. Have a drink, but make 
it water: down a glass before 
working out and you'll likely 
go longer and burn more 
calories. In a study published 
by the International Journal 
of Sports Medicine, exercisers 
who were slightly dehydrated 
stopped their workouts 10 
minutes sooner than those 
who'd drunk plenty of water. 


burning oil about 50 fne 
calories, 

4. Start fidgeting: ^ 
bodies bum up to 600 

tics more per day than pecplt 

who tend to sit m, 

researchers have found. Ewi) 

moment really counts, if ^ 
have a desk job, stand up and 
talk on the phone, rearrange 
your legs and make lots «| 
trips ro your co-workers. 

5. Dream like a thin per- 
son: dreams can help us break 
bad lifestyle habits, such u 
eating too much junk food. As 
you drift off to sleep, think 
about behaving in the wap 
you would want to the next 
day. See yourself urs| 
strawberries instead of ice 
cream. 

6. Wish for Spring: energy 

increases in the Spring, so 
you burn off more calories 
through physcial activity 



Yields IS Mnrfngs 
Nutritional valuo 
aorving: 

Calories: 97 
Fat: 0.3 g 
Protein: 2.7 g 
Cholasferol: 0 mg 
Sodium: 90 mg 
Flbon 1.8 g 
Calcium: 33 mg 
Potassium: 107 mg 
Iron: 1.1 mg 


Ingredients: 

1 cup bleached (lour 

3/4 cup whole wheat Hour 

1 tablespoon baking powder 

3 tablespoons maple syrup 

3 egg whites 

1/3 nip dark raisins 

2-3 tablespoons skimed milk 

Method: 

1. Combine the flours and 
baking powder and stir to mix 
well. Stir in the remaining 
ingredients, adding just, 
enough of the milk to form a 
stiff dough, 

2. Form the; dough into a ball 
and turn on to a slightly floured 
surface. With floured hands, 
pat the dough into a 7-inch cir- 
cle. 

3. Coat a baking sheet with . 


non stick cooking spray. Place 
the dough on the sheet and use 
a sharp knife to cut it into 12 
wedges. Pull the wedges out 


slightly to leave a I /2-inch Fahrenheit for about 20 

space between them. Brush die utes, or until slightly browned, 
tops lightly with skim milk. Transfer to serving plate and 
4. Bake at 375 degrees serve hoi. 



NEW BRUNSWICK (UPIJ — 
Between 1995 and 2010. the 
number of women over 50 in 
the United States will grow 
from 37 million to 52 million. 
As women age, they face 
increasing risk for disease, such 
as heart disease, breast cancer, 
and osteoporosis. Other dis- 
eases. such as gynecologic can- 
cers. and diabetes, may also be 
of threat. 

This is why the National 
Wbmen's Health Resource 
Center, Inc., (NWHRC) has 
become a founding member 
and a lead organization of the 
Partnership for 

Posnnenopausal Women’s 
Health. The Partnership is a 
national coalition of women's 
health education, minority, 
aging and advocacy groups 
dedicated to educating women 
about their health after 
menopause. 

The risks for developing dis- 
ease can be minimized by mak- 
ing healthy lifestyle choices, 
induding quitting smoking, 
exercising, and eating a well- 


balanced diet. When an illness 
can't be prevented, being . 
aware o( unusual symptoms 
can lead to detecting and treat- 
ing them in their earliest 
stages, which improves 
women's chances of survival. 

To educate women about post- 
menopausal health, the 
NWHRC is sponsoring the 
Partnership's national informa- 
tion telephone line, opera- 
tional early April 199% Here, a 
caller will learn about her risk 
for disease after menopause 
and will be able to receive free 
educational materials. This will 
include the NWHRC's February 
1999 issue of the National 
Women’s Health Report, enti- 
tled “Women’s Health After 
Menopause." 

A unique feature of the report 
is the “Postmenopausal Health 
8i Wellness Guide," listing risks 
and symptoms of various con- 
ditions and diseases, and rec- 
ommended questions women 
should ask their health care 
providers. 




l efits 

cardiovascular, 
if ybu rkeep 
•Builds' 


A more intermittent 

workout with a lot of 
stopping and starting, 
which can cut the cardiovas- 
cular and caloric benefits 
unless you make an effort .to 
stay in' motion. Does not 
build or, significantly tone 
abdominal muscles. 'Places 
stress on ankles, knees, hips 
and spine, which can lead to 
injury. May place too much 
stress on the cardiovascular 
• system if you have a preex- 
isting heart. cpnd|tion. .May 
. aggravate ^ ijjuptonts ' of 
arthritis.?' 1 • 
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GUM DISEASE AND DIABETES 


CHICAGO March 23 marked 
American Diabetes Alert and 
was an ideal time to remind 
consumers about the growing 
evidence linking periodontal 
(gum) disease and diabetes. 
The American Dental 
Hygienists’ Association 

(ADHA) reminds consumers 
that diabetics are more sus- 
ceptible to infection resulting 
in higher incidences of peri- 
odontal disease versus non- 
diabetics. Moreover, addition- 
al research has shown peri- 
odontal disease to exacerbate 
diabetes. 

According to . ADHA 
President Beverly P. Whit ford, 
RDH, BS, "Dental hygienists 
often recognize diabetic 
symproms such as foamy sali- 
va and unusually dry and irri- 
tated tissue inside the mouth. 
And, diabetic patients often 
lose more teeth compared to 
patients without the disease." 

Physicians routinely consid- 
er a dual diagnosis of peri- 
odontitis (advanced gum dis- 
ease) and diabetes as factors 


in patients who have trouble 
controlling their diabetes. In 
fact, a recent study concluded 
diabetic parients who 
received treatment for peri- 
odontal disease showed a 
reduction in the need for 
insulin. 

Diabetes mellitus, more 
commonly known as diabetes, 
is a disease in which insulin • a 
hormone manufactured in the 
pancreas to help break down 
sugars - fails to be regulated 
correctly, leading to diabetes 
type 1 and type II. 

People suffering from type I 
diabetes produce little or no 
insulin, whereas type II dia- 
betes produces an <ibiindnnce 
of insulin causing the body to 
become resistant ro its 
effects. 

According to the Center for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), diabetes is 
the fourth leading cause of 
death in America and its relat- 
ed complications will lead to 
more than 169,000 deaths this 
year. In addition, the CDC 


reports 16 million people in 
die United States have dia- 
betes - at least half of them 
are unaware of their condition 
- and more than four times as 
many people will be diag- 
nosed with the disease this 
year. 

The Alert, sponsored by the 
American Diabetes Association, 
is a one-day call to action for 
Americans to be tested to see 
if they are at-risk for diabetes. 
Dental hygienists suggest that 
Americans make a conscious 
effort to include oral health 
care when taking care of their 
overall health. 

A growing body of evi- 
dence, Whit ford says, has also 
linked periodontal disease to 
other conditions including 
heart disease, respiratory ail- 
ments. and premature, under- 
weight babies. According to 
Whitford, routine periodontal 
evaluations by your dental 
hygienist are the key to the 
overall health of your gums 
and a major factor in your 
total body wellness. 


R oll up a thick towel or. 
blanket and place it on 
the floor so it rests 
under your mldback. Lie back 
and place another rolled up 
towel under your head for 


support. Bend your knees, 
letting them rest against each 
other and place bare feet flat 
on the floor. Extend arms out 
to your sides, palms up. Keep 
chin up and feel your che$t 


opening and your back natu- 
rally curving over the blanket. 
Breathe deeply and rest here 
for 1-2 minutes. 






THE SUPPORTED 
BACK BEND 


DEAR DR. GOTO About a 
year ago, 1 saw a psychia- 
trist who proscribed 
Ativan. Fm now dawn to 
one pill a day, but I still 
fool depressed and 
fatigued. My family 
wants me to stop Hie 
medklno. What fa your 
opinion? 

DEAR READER: Ativan is rec- 
ommended by the manufac- 
turer for short-term treatment 
or anxiety disorders, both 
with and without depression. 
The drug is not an antidepres- 
sant. Moreover, it can cause 
many side effects, including 
palpitations, intestinal upset 
and fatigue. 

1 believe that you would be 
better served by taking an 
antidepressant, such as Paxil 
or Wellhucrin. These dings are 
specifically designed to treat 
depression. If, on a therapeu- 
tic dose, you still fed anxious, 
you could use an occasional 
Ativan to reduce your anxiety 
level. 1 suggest that you return 
to your psychiatrist, empha- 
size your feelings of depres- 
sion and see if the doctor 
wouldn't agree that a change 
in medication is in order. 
D1AR DR. OOTTi My 
husband is 20 and has 
used smokeless tobac- 
co for years. Instead of 
splHing, he swallows 
the |ulce. Is there any 
harni In this practice? 

DEAR READER: He must 
have a cast-iron, stomach. 
Because tobacco contains car- 
cinogenic compounds, your 
husband is at risk for 
esophageal or stomach can- 
cer, as well, as 1 malignancies of 
the (ips and: mouth. As I am 
sure ybu ard aware; tobacco iri 
any.fbrln lj, a dahgerous siila- 


I stance. 
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(Continued rrom Front page) 

create a new irreversible situ* 
atlon, by waging war on the 
people of Kosovo? 

Dominique Moisi: Well, they 
have already created that situa- 
tion on the ground. By the end 
of the next few days, they may 
have a small part of Kosovo 1 
while the big pnrt will become 
an independent state of Kosovo. 

In fact, what may happen 
tomorrow Is that the Serbs may 
loose Kosovo. 

They may gain a pie.ee of ter- 
ritory here and there... but the 
idea of simple autonomy for 
Kosovo is too late; I mean now 
it’s over. 

So after the war, most of the 
refugees will return to Kosovo, 
but as I said it will be an inde- 
pendent Kosovo. 

The Arab Daily: Some people 
believe this operation has been 
launched for the interest of the 
United States only and that the 
Europeans have been complete- 
ly manipulated... They say the 
bad consequence of these 
strikes Is that ■ the value of the 
euro is getting weaker and 
weaker. What do you think? 

Dominique Moisi: It's more 
complex than that. The 
Americans don't like to see the 


euro too weak. They believe a 
weak euro is bad for European 
exports. The American goals are 
in a way complex. 

It is a combination of princi- 
ples... I mean they can't accept 
to see people massacred in 
Europe by another group, with- 
out giving any answer to that. 
The entire region was becoming 
too unstable, too chaotic. 

. And of course, you were right 
to say that the Europeans are 
frustrated because they see 
NATO as an incarnation of the 
United States in institutional 
terms and that is of course a 
major problem. 

The war is taking place in 
Europe, but the priority of 
NATO seems to be the 
Americans' primary concern, 
while it is secondary to the 
Europeans. At the same time, 
the Europeans seem to be very 
contradictory about the United 
States. 

They feel, on one hand, that 
they are too powerful, and on 
the oilier hand, they pray that 
the Americans remain in 
Europe. [So it's a very contradic- 
tory feeling: | on one hand we 
feel abandoned by the Unired 
States, on the other hand we 
feel dominated by them, of 
course ' it is immature but it 


translates the European posi- 
tion. 

from MAHA FAYEQ 

In Paris 

The Arab Daily: Financially, 
who is going to loose more, the 
Europeans or the Americans? 

Dominique Moisi: It’s too 
early to say... It’s going to be 
very costly, i mean if you loose a 
stealth plane it costs... At the 
same time if you have an army it 
is better to use it. 

The Arab Daily: Some see the 
history of the Gulf War repeat- 
ing Itself... They believe a lot of 
Europeans are against the NATO 
strikes, and as during the Gulf 
War a lot of demonstrations 
have been staged by Europeans 
throughout Europe against 
these strikes... What is your 
comment on that? 

Dominique Moisi: If you 
remember, during the Gulf War, 
the majority of Europeans sup- 
ported the United States. Of 
course, there were communists 
'here and there; but someone 
like Jean Piere Chevenement, 
was extremely lonely in the 
French government. 

In fact lie resigned and if I 
remember well, there were no 
mass demonstrations anywhere 
in Europe to ask the Americans 


to stop their attack in the Gulf. 
There were some demonstra- 
tions but they were not very 
important. 

The difference today is that 
the people who are demonstrat- 
ing are the' Serbian minority 
within the various European 
countries. Also the communists, 
but they represent only 8% of 
the electorates in France and 
are only a few thousand people. 

At the time of the Vietnam 
war there were hundreds of 
thousands of people. 

The Arab Daily: You men- 
tioned the American principles 
about seeing people massacred 
in Europe by another group and 
consequently retaliating... But 
what are their principles regard- 
ing other problems, such as the 
Palestinian problem, the Kurdish 
one, and other sufferings all 
over the world? 

Dominique Moisi: There are 
two reasons for that: One is the 
media. There are no journalists 
in Kurdistan. There are no pro- 
grams that give any attention to 
those people on the eight 
o'clock news. Kurdistan is rela- 
tively further away from Europe. 

There is a reeling that we can- 
not accept those massacres to 
take place in our continent. This 
continent where civilization not 


only started Init continued. *lb 
someone who is not a 
European, it appeals an incredi- 
ble hypocrisy, and cynical, but 
basically 1 think the argument 
that you cannot allow massacres 
to take place in Europe, after 
what happened during the 
Second World War, is a valid 
one. 

Concerning Iraq, I think the 
line is different. The Americans 
did not attack Saddam Hussein 
because he was simply killing 
Iraqis, partly because lie was 
killing Shiites and Kurds, blit 
mainly because he had, accord- 
ing to them, weapons of mass 
destruction, which could desta- 
bilize the entire region. 

In fact he had used them 
against his own people and 
against Iran during the war... So 
he had proved that he could use 
them. I fully recognize how dif- 
ficult it can be to accept these 
arguments... But I think the 
west is moralistic, confused and 
terribly selfish. These are the 
three words you have to inre- 
grate about the west. 

Tile Arab Dally: Let's go back 
to France; you mentioned that 
Jean Pierre Chevenement was 
extremely lonely in the French 
government because of the 
position he took during the Gulf 


War... Rut today, ten days afa' 
the war a lot of French poDri- 
cinns believe that France's p*. 
ticipation in the Gulf War was a 
big mistake... Do you agree with 
that? 

Dominique Moisi: The longw 
the war will last In Kosovo, the 
inure there will be debate. 

But if you ask Hubert Vedrine, 
who is now the French Foragi 
Minister, and who was a dose 
advisor to President Francois 
Mitterrand during the time of 
the Gulf War... France simply 
had no choice. 

We are in the western camp., 
we arc a western power. In the 
Gulf War there was an aggres- 
sion by one member of the UN 
against the territory and (he 
sovereignty of another member 
of the UN. and this aggression 
could not simply be accepted by 
the international community. 

France is in the same position 
today. In fact, what is ironic is 
that France this time Is on the 
side of the Muslims, by support- 
ing the minority in Kosovo 
against the Christians... 

Yesterday. America were also 
against the Muslims, today they 
are with the Muslims, and that 
shows the complexity of (lie 


NATO TROOPS LACK MANDATE, CAPABILITY FOR GROUND ACTION 


(Continued from Front page) 

Britain lias already said it is con- 
tributing extra ground-attack Harrier 
and Tornado planes. The official indi- 
cated more would be needed but he 
declined to soy what kind of aircraft 
were being sought. 

Earlier on Monday, an A-10 
“Tankbusters" fsee separate story on 
page 2(), two Black Hawk helicopters, 
a Spanish F-1S and EA-6B prowlers left 
Avia no, according to Agence France 
Presse. The helicopters and some of 
the jets were flying in daylight for the 
first time since the bombardments 
began. 

Military experts and officers on the 
ground say NATO would need at least 
a few months of buildup and more 
than 200,000 troops before it could 
even contemplate any ground action. 


They point to the five months of all- 
out preparation that was needed for 
Desert Storm. 

“All NATO military commanders 
believe in a ratio of3-to-1. This ratio Is 
not there, that's why NATO comman- 
ders are very nervous about a ground 
force," said Tasos Kokkinides, a senior 
analyst at the British-Amerlcan 
Security Information Council in 
London. 

Combat officers admit the troops 
now training in a cow pasture south of 
the capital would be no match for the 
Yugoslav army in Kosovo, but they are 
confident they could defend them- 
selves against attack. 

Chief NATO spokesman Jamie Shea 
said in Brussels, on Monday that addi- 
tional equipment, counter-radar sys- 
tems and anti-aircraft systems, had 
been sent to Macedonia for defensive 


purposes only. 

Geography is in NATO's favor in the 
event of an attack on its troops. 

To reach Macedonia, Yugoslav 
ground troops would have to come in 
through high valleys that connect 
Macedonia to Kosovo and Serbia. Such 
troops would be decimated by air 
power. 

“But that also applies for us," said 
one officer on condition of anonymity. 
"From here we would have to go in the 
same way." 

Kokkinides agreed that “geography 
makes things difficult. Given all this, I 
think NATO cannot successfully main- 
tain a war against Serb ground forces. 
I think United States troops are essen- 
tial for any NATO ground operation In 
Kosovo. 1 ' 

But any US involvement would need 
congressional approval, aiid the added 


presehce of troops in Macedonia could 
upset Macedonia's fragile stability, 
threatened by both an influx of 
refugees from neighboring Kosovo and 
its role as host to NATO troops. 

More than 2,000 refugees crossed 
into Macedonia on Monday, in addi- 
tion to more than 1,000 that came 
across the frontier over the weekend. 

Refugees said more than 3,000 had 
gathered near the border to escape 
atrocities being committed in Kosovo. 

Eight of the fighters left Aviano air- 
base in staggered takeofTs ill the early 
evening before a wave of six F-lfis and 
two FI 5s took off in quick succession 
at 9:45 pm. 

The action was muted compared to 
die previous Five nights, when more 
than 50 fighters had taken off by the 
same time as NATO tried to force 
Milosevic to back an international 


peace plan for the southern Serbian 
province of Kosovo. 

Six French Mirages were seen taking 
off from the Istrana airbase near 
Aviano in the morning and four B-52 
bombers left from a British base. 

Five B- 1 bombers have been ordered 
to deploy in Europe to join NATO air 
strikes against Yugoslavia, a Pentagon 
official said Monday. 

The long-range bombers from 
Ellsworth Air Force Base, South Dakota 
were instructed to be ready to begin 
operations in Europe by Thursday, the 
official said. 

Meanwhile, four B-52 bombers 
armed with cruise missiles began arriv- 
ing at the Royal Air Force at Fairford, 
England Monday, joining eight ot * ier i ®' 
52s that have been engaged in NATO 
air strikes from the start of the cam- 
paign six days ago. 
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TANKBUSTERS GO INTO 
ACTION IN YUGOSLAVIA 


RUSSELS (AFP) — NATO A-10 
Hikbusrer planes have been in 
action over Yugoslavia since 
Monday afternoon, a NATO offi- 
cial here said. 

The official, speaking under 
cow of anonymity, told Agence 
Irance Presse that operations 
gainst Yugoslav military targets 
ittre ongoing and now "round- 
ihedock." 

It is the first time a NATO offi- 
dal has confirmed the use of A- 1 0 
planes whidi, as their name sug- 
gests. are specialized in hitting 

ranks. ' 

NATO warplanes have until now 
only flown at night, although sev- 
eral cruise missiles have been 
hunched in daylight hours. 

The alliance lias started step- 
ping up operations against 
Yugoslav military targets to 
ndude the tanks, heavy weapons 
aid artillery oF army and special 
police units engaged in repression 
in Kosovo. 

fit strikes were first launched 
late Wednesday after Belgrade's 
refusal to sign a peace accord over 
i Kosovo, whose 90 percent ethnic 
| Albanian majority is striving [or 
; independence. 


They initially targeted only 
"phase one" targets — air defense 
neiwoiks, command and control 
systems and logistics facilities. 

But, faced with a mounting 
humanitarian carastroplie in the 
province. NATO chiefs decided at 
the weekend to move onto phase 
two. which is aimed directly at 
Yugoslav anny and police units in . 
the province. 

Earlier Monday. Air 
Commodore David Wilby told a 
news conference here that NATO 
the fifth night of attacks overnight 
had Jiit a Yugoslav MiG-21, anoth- 
er plane and several helicopters 
on the ground. 

NATO did not lose any planes. 

A radar site for SAM-3 surface- 
to-air missiles had also been 
destroyed, as well as the head- 
quarters of Serbian special police 
in Pristina. 

Another key target hit was a 
"deployed combat group... which 
participated in ethnic cleansing 
and other deplorable activities in 
south Kosovo." 

Wilby said Yugoslav air defense 
systems had been “degraded 
hard." bur were not totally neu- 
tralized yet. 


After four days concentrating on YugoBlavla'B air defences 
NATOs air campaign moved to “PhaBe Two" on Sunday, a 
move to target Serb tanka, artillery and ground troops 

A toy weapon for Phase Two could prove lobalha A-IOThimdarboll II. 
variously known as "Warthog’ and TanWwstei' 


W A-10 ARMAMENT 

• One GAU-8/A 30mm cannon with l .350 rounds 

• Up to 16,000 lb of mixed ordnance Including; 

• Pavaway 3.000 lb Laser-guided bombs 

• Rockeye anti-armour cluster bombs 

• Maverick air-to-ground missiles 

• Mk 64, 2.000 lb bombs 

• Rockets 
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$ ‘SQUIRREL CAGE' TACTIC AGAINST A CONVOY - using 30 mm cannon 
Wtngman ~ '\ X H 


Chalf f 
dispenser 





Lead. } . \ 







Lead 


O Two A-iOs attack convoy from opposite directions 

Lead A-10 opBns lire, fallowed shortly by his wingman. each pass 

lhay large! front and rear vehicles to immobilise the convoy His wingman mirrors the manoeuvre sown: Bnghl Siar Work} Aictall toftvmanon fires 
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Fill enters 'MELISSA' VIRUS 

IT AGE STRONG , |KES MICROSOFT 


SUVA, Fiji (AP) — Fiji has launched the 
South Pacific's largest Web site, with 
Internet users throughout the world 
able to tap into more than 20.000 
pages of news and information about 
ihe island republic. 

"Fijilive” is a project of The Review 
Croup of Companies, publisher of a 
monthly Fiji news and business magn- 
dne, Tlte Review, and its regional off- 
shoot, Pacific Business, 

News input includes news and sports 
reports from magazines and locally- 
owned newspaper the Daily Post, 
which competes with the Rupert 
Murdoch-owned Fiji Times. 

Review group managing director 
Yashwant Gaunder said the company's 
had been to build a Web site that 
■was a source of information extensive 
en ough to “satisfy the most insatiable, 
of web surfers' appetites." 

Fijilive offers up-tq-the-mlnute news 
deluding business arid sports; Pacific 
regional reports; a travel and desflna- 
■ l ‘ on 8 u ide; de tailed statistics-including 
{ Economy, health, and education; 
Women's aqd farpily issuesi and enter-: 

faitlmenr' V'.-'- 1 ' 1 1 :■ 1 • 


Launching the Web site, Fiji s 
Minister for Information and 
Communications, Ratu Inoke 
Kubuabola, said Monday it will be 
accessible from anywhere in the world, 
at any time, for potential investors, 
decision-makers and visitors to Fiji, as 
well as Fiji islanders living overseas. 

"Information is power, as no doubt 
the backers of this project realize, and 
it Is important that we in Fiji don’t get 
left behind as the information and 
Internet revolutions sweep the world," 

he said. '\v. - 

’ He said the policy of his govern- 
ment, facing a general election in May, 
is to allow the introduction of compe- 
tition in. all areas over' time. . : . ; 

Ratu Intike also confirmed plans to- 
privatize the telecommunications sec- 
tor through offering shares ..m 
Amalgamated • Holding* Ltd. • comprtS' 
51 ;pe>cent, of. 
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NEW YORK (R) — A new fast-spread- 
ing computer virus could spread 
havoc on Monday after already forc- 
ing several large US corporations to 
shut down their e-mail systems, the 
New York Times reported on 
Sunday. 

The virus, which is named Melissa 
and is spread by e-mail, may have 
infected tens of thousands of home 
and business computers on Friday, 
the Times reported quoting network 
security companies. 

: The virus replicates itself by going 
into the address book of the com- 
puter’s user and e-mailing Itself to 
50 addresses — eventually overload- 
ing. network systems to the point 
. where they must be. shut down. It 
.dpes not appear to harm or disable 
: the computes, the experts told the 
ilmjes.- 

E-mail infected with the virus has 
'atoplt ; Une.w^lch begins “important . 
^message from" followed by the 
.name outlie person whose computer 
^ddreSs boOk inadvertently provided 
tlie redpitnt's e-mail address. ' . 


That is followed by the seemingly 
innocuous message: "Here is that 
document you asked for... don't 
show it to anyone else”. A massive 

‘Here is that 
document you 
asked for... 
don't 
show it to 
anyone else’ 

40K document called list.dod Is 
attached, the paper said. 

While opening the e-mail is harm- 
less, ;-. opening the attachment- 
• Unleashes the virus. It seeks out 50 
addresses in the recipient's aimi^ss- 
book, jserids Itself off, and the whole 
^process begins again. ' • '■{ 


The two e-mail programs most 
likely to be affected were Microsoft 
Outlook and its slimmed down 
cousin. Microsoft Outlook Express, 
the newspaper said. 

Eric Allman, a co-founder of 
Sendmail. told the Times that he was 
concerned that the problem would 
worsen on Monday morning when 
employees find die messages in 
their e-mail in-boxes. 

"This will get' into a lot of mall 
boxes and lay dormant," he said. 
"When employees come In at 8 am 
and read these messages, it will 
cause an explosive growth of the 
. ' virus* 

Allman described the vims as "not 
the worst I'd seen, but it's pretty 
;bad.'l . . • 

The virus brought the : e-mall sys* . 
tem to a halt on 1 . Friday at the GGI . 
• Group, a public relndons fiitn iVith 
•’ office s natioriwide, ' - ., ,/ . 

Leigh Anne- terftey .said 1 fche, got 
: riiore than 500 messages over, die" 
r^e. . of - the day. 'Tve never, had r 
J ‘jhis happen before." ■. ..M ^ , 
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TELL1TE LISTINGS 


07:00 Market as 

Watch CNBC 

07:30 Europe Today 
10:00 Market Watch 
15:00 US CNBC Squawk Box 
17:00 US Market Watch 
1 9:00 Europe Tonight 
20:30 US Power Lunch 
21 :00 US Street Signs 
23:00 US Market Wrap 
00:00 Europe Tonlght(r) 

01 :30 NBC Nightly News' 
02:00 CNBC Asia Squawk Box 
03:30 US Markel Wrap 
04:00 Trading Day 
06:00 US Business Centre(r) 
06:30 Lunch Money 


00:00 PflPfltes 
& Places: Spice 



EuroNews 


07: 

News 
11:15 Style 
11 :45 International 
12:15 Globus 
12:45 No Comment 
13:15 Cinema 
13:45 Europeans 
14:15 2000 
14:45 Cult 
15:15 Style 
15:45 International 
16:15 Globus 
16:45 International 
17:15 Cinema 
17:45 Visa 
18:15 Europeans 
18:45 International 
19:15 Style 
19:45 International 
20: 15 News & Analysis 
22:45 International. 
23:00 News & Analysis 
23:45 Cult 

00:00 News & Analysis 
00:45 No Comment 
01 :00 News & Analysis 
01:45 2000 
02:15 Visa 
02:45 Portamento 
03:00 End 


01:00 Journal- With 
Top Story _ 

01 :3Q The End of The Odyssey 
:00 Journal-Mit Tageslhama 
02:30 PoHtikAktuelFDafl 
Polltlkrnagazln 

03:00 Journal-Can Terra Del Dla 
Joumal-Wilh Top Story 
:3Q Germany Today 
04:00 Journal-Mit Ifagesthema 
04:30 Nahaulnahme 
05:00 Joumal-Wtth Top Story 
05:30 Tomorrow Today-Millennium 
Magazine 

06:00 Journal-Mil Tageaihema 
06:30 Deutschland Heule 
07:00 Journal -With Top Story 
07:30 The End ol the Odyssey 
08:00 Journal-Mil Tagasinema 
08:30 PollUk Aktuall-Dae 
Polltikmagazln 

09:00 Jouinal-WIth Top Story 

09:30 Germany Today 

10:00 Journal-Mit Tagestbema 

10:30 Nahaulnahme 

11 :Q0 Joumal-Wilh Top Story 

11 :30 Tomorrow Today-Millennium 

Magazine 

12:00 Journal-Mit Tageslhama 
12:30 Deutschland Haute 
13:00 Journal- With Top Story 
1 3:30 The End ol The Odyssey 
14:00 Journal- Mlt Tageaihema 
1 4:30 Politik Aktuell-Das 
Pollllkmagazln 

15:00 Journal- With Top Story 
1 5:30 Germany Today 
16:00 Journal- Mlt Tagasthema 
16:30 100 DautBChe Jahie 
17:00 Joumal-WIth Top Story 
17:30 Tomorrow Today-Millennium 
Magazine 

18:00 Journal-Mil Thgeslhema 
16:30 Dautchland Heule 
10:00 Journal-Wllh Top Story 
19:30 Close-Up 
20:00 JournBl-MIt Tag asthenia 
20:30 Auto Motor Und Sport TV 
2 1 :00 Joumal-WIth Top Story 
21 :3D Germany Today 
22:00 Journal-Mil Tageaihema/ 
Journal-Con Tama Dal Dla 
22:30 Primer Plano 
22:30 100 Deutsche Jahie 
23:00 Journal-Wilh Top Story 
23:30 People and Politics 
00:00 Journal-Mit Tageslhema 
00:30 Deutschland Heule 


07:00 Journal 
TV5 

07:15 Gourmandlae8 

07:30 Teiematln 

09:00 TV6 Minutes et meteo 

09:15 Journal tfe Radio-Canada 

09:30 4 at Demi 

10:00 TV5 Minutes 

1 0:05 Au De.la Dee Apparances 

11:00TV5 Minutes 

11:05 CentTilrea 

11:30 Habitat Tradftfonnel 

12:00 TV6 Minutes 

12:05 ZlgZag Cafe 

1 2:45 Gourmandises 

13:00 TV5 Minutes 

13:05 Volla Parte 

13:30 Journal de Prance 3 

14:00 Orages D'alo 

15:30TaIednema 

18:00 Journal International TV5 

16:15 llwbdo 

17:15 pyramids 

17:46 Bus et Compagnle 

18:30 TVB Minutes 

18:35 Jau 

19:00 Queallons pour un 
Champion 
19:30 Journal TV5 
20:00 toUa Paris 
20:27 Un Uvre Un Jour 
20:30 Journal de la TSR 
21:00 Temps Preeant 
22:00 LaPoint • 

23:00 Journal da Franca Telavlalonl 
23:30 Bguflton De Culture 
01:00 Viva 

01:25 Metso Internationale 
01:30 Journal de Prance 3 
02:00 Journal de la RTBF ■ 

02:30 La Carole De Minult 
03:45 Au Oela de a Apparances . 
04:30 Habitat Tadltionnel 


09:30 Rally 
11:00 Curling 
13:00 Football 
14:00 Four Wheels Drive 
14:30 Rally 
15:00 Trial 
16:00 Football 
18:00 CarOn Ice 
1 8:30 Tractor Pulling 
1 9:30 Strongest Man 
20:30 Dancing 
21:30 LIVE Figure Skating: 
Gala In Sarajevo, Bosnia- 
Herzegovlna 
23:00 LIVE Boxing From 
Levallois, France 
01:00 Golf 
02:00 Rally 
02:30 Close 


bIbIc 


WORLD 


02:00 BBC World News 
02:30 World Living: Earth 
Report 

03:00 BBC World News 
03:30 Asia Today 
03:45 World Business Report 
04:00 BBC World News 
04:30 Asia Today 
04:45 World Business Report 
05:00 BBC World News 
05:30 Asia Today 
05:45 World Business Report 
06:00 BBC World News 
06:30 USA Direct 
07:00 BBC World News 
07:30 World Focus 
08:00 BBC World News 
08:30 World Living 
09:00 BBC World News 
09:30 Hard Talk 
1 0:00 BBC World News 
10:30 World Focus 
11:00 BBC World News 
11:30 Hard Talk 
12:00 BBC World News 
12:30 World Living 
1 3:00 The World Today 
1 4:00 The World Today 
14:30 Wild World 
15:00 BBC World Nawa 
15: 15 World Business Report 
15:30 The World Today 
16:30 World Living 
17:00 BBC World News 
17:30 Hard Talk 
18:00 BBC World News 
18:30 Out Ol India 
19:00 BBC World News 
1 9:30 World Living 
20:00 The World Tbday 
21:00 The World Today 
21:30 Hard Talk 
22:00 BBC World News 
22:30 World Foucs, 



08:60 The Charmings 
0906 Silver Spoons 
09:40 Houston Knights 
10:30 Family Matters 
10:55 One Life OfUva 
11:45 General Hospital 
12:35 Sunset Beach 
1325 Port Charles 
,13:40 Designing Women 
14:15 1 Married Dora 
14:40 Daddy Dearest 
15:05 The Charmings 
15:30 Stiver Spoons 
15:65 Houston Knights 
16:46 Family Matters 
17:10 Minor Adjustments 
17:35 Step By Step 
18:00 blew Adventure Ol Robin Hood 
19:00 Tha Closer 
19:30 Newarado 
20:00 Charmed 
|21:00C-16: FBI 
22:00 John Larroquetle 
22:30 Larry Sanders 
1 23:00 FX The Series 
‘ 00:00 Martin 

00:25 Matcoim And Eddie 
00:50 Earty Edition 
01:40 Melrose Place 


§HOW TIME\ 


04:00 The Sicilian 
08:00 All Lias End 
In Murder 
08:00 Lean On Me 
10:00 A Dry White Season 
12:00 Welcome Home 
14:00 Lone Star 
16:00 White Mile 
18:00 Waiting For Guffman 
20:00 Memphis Belle 
22:00 Blood Ol The Hunter 
00:00 Just Like A Woman 
02:00 Memphis Belle 


ttWYVSOaO 


05:30 Judge 


00:00 El In Focus 
07:00 Jeopardy(r) 

07:30 Wheel Ol Fortune 
08:00 Hollywood Squares 
08:30 Sally Jessy Reaphael 
09:30 El Uncut 
1 0:00 The Roseanna Show 
1 1 :00 Sunshine Cuisine 
1 1 :3Q Cooking Secrete Ol The CIA 
12:00 El News Daily 
12:30 El FYE 

1 3:00 Regis And Kathy Lee 
14:00 El Behind The Scenes 
14:30 Movie TV 
15:00 Travel Update 
15:30 The View 
16:30 Main Roor 
17:00 The Roaeanne Show 
18:00 Jeopardy 
18:30 Wheel Of Fortune 
19:00 Hollywood Squares 
19:30 Judge Judy 
20:00 TBC 

21:00 The Best Of Extreme Closo 
) 

21:30 EIQ&E 

22:00 Model TV 

22:30 Late Show With David 

Lalterman 

23:30 El News Dai»y(;) . • . 
00:00 Jerry Springer 
01:00 The Vlew(r) 


1:00 Heaven's 


03:00 The Umblc Region 
05:00 Police Academy 
07:00 Soylent Green 
09:00 Thai's Entertainment 
11:00 Casablanca 
13:00 Return 01 The Seven 
15:00 The Great Escape 
17:00 New York, New York 
21:00 Shaft 

23:00 Midnight .Qowbov 


:00 Lost »- 

Civilizations 

03:00 Traumn ' 

04:00 Discovery 
Profiles Sorles 
05:00 Go For III 
08:00 Uehuaia 
07:00 Tha New Explorers 
08:00 Travelers 
09:00 Lonely Planet 
10:00 Inntimnle Escape 
10:30 Inntunnte Escape 
11:00 Eyowitness 
1 1:30 Spaito, 

12:00 Go For Itl 
13:00 The Now Explorers 
14:00 Tiavolors 
15:00 Inntlmate Escapes 
15:30 Inntlniflle Escapes 
10:00 Ushuaia 
17:00 Lonely Plnnol 
18:00 The Shark Flies 
19:00 ESPU 
19:30 Eyewilnes9 
20:00 Prevails 
21:00 Equinox 

22:00 Discovery Prollle Series 
23:00 Go For III 
00:00 Lonely Planet 
01:00 ESPU 
01 :30 Eyewitness 



04:00 The Secret 
World Of Alex Mack 
04:30 Mowgli 
05:00 Mighty Max 
05:30 Rocko's Modem Life 
06:00 Real Monslers 
06:30 Doug 
07:00 Arthur 
07:30 Wlmzle's House 
08:00 Blues Clues 
08:30 The Busy World Ol 
Richard Scarry 
09:00 Mr Men 
09:05 Mr Men 
09:10 Mr Men 
09:15 Magic Mounlaln 
09:30 The Dlgswell Dog Show 
09:45 Little Hippo 
10:00 Arthur 
10:30 Hey Arnold 
11:00 The Wild Thomborrys 
11:30 Rugrats 
12:00 Kenan & Koi 
12:30 The Secret World Ol 
Alex Mack 
13:00 Doug 

13:30 Rocko's Modern Ulo 
14:00 Real Monsters 
14:30 Hey Arnold 
15:00 RugralB 

15:30 The Wild Thornberrys 
16:00 Kenan & Kel 
16:30 Mowgli 



rO 

V 




i 

rr 


02:00 arnr Irak-The NaS — , 
Gonoraiion “ 

03:00 Silk Stalking 
04:00 Trazan 
04:30 Pacific Buie 
05:30 Acapulco Heat 
06:30 Water Rale 
07:30 Pensacola 
08:30 Inside Edition 
09:00 Pacific Blue 
*0:00 Early Edition 
,11:00 Real TV 
1 11:30 Acapulco Heal 
12:30 Inside Edition 
13:00 Pensacola 
14:00 Pacilic Blue 
15:00 PSI Factor 
16:00 Star Trek-The Next 
Goneraiion 
1 7:00 Early Edition 
18:00 Real TV 
18:30 Water Rais 
19:30 Cupid 
20:30 Paradox 
21:30 Silk Stalking 
22:30 The Premier Match 
00 30 Power 6 Jetport Wbdd I8SS 
Series 

01:00 Acapulco Heal 


02:00 Premiere: 
VH1 Country 
03:00 American 


04:00 VH1 Late Shift 
08:00 Power Breakfast 
10:00 Pop Up Video 
11:00 Upbeat 
14:00 Ten 01 The Best 
Tamare Beckwith 
15:00 Greatest HllsoL:Afc 
15:18 Pop-Up Video 
16:00 Jukebox 
18:00 Behind The Music 
19:00 Five @ Five 
19:18 Pop-Up Video 
20:00 Happy Hour With Toyah 
Wlllcox 

21:00 VH1 Hits 
22:00 Storytellers: Elton John 
23:00 Mills' N 'Clapton 
00:18 Greatest Hits 01...: 
Celine Dion 
01:00 VH1 Spice 


12:00 Home VidBO rw 

13:15 Moon Lighting £ 
14:00 Automobile ■ 
14:30 Slgne Future 
16:30 Maple Town 
17:00 Cartoons 
18:00 Fanelll Boys 
18:30 Studio Sud 
23:30 Croaswlnds 


06:00 Arabic Vedkj-CUp | 
07:00 Yen Can Cook 
14:00 Flash News/Uve 
15:16 Tble-Aulo 
10:15 Pino 
20:00 News ‘ 

23:30 Movle-Housd Party 


IS Bating and 

alth • 1 

07:30 News Head, , 
line . . ... . .1 

08:00 Thalflssa 
08:30 piQttends 
09:15 BeydnfJ.2000 

iQ:30Mo2arj.|rargg^ 
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ARIBsS 


mmm 

OANCBii 

LEO 

VIRG O 

(March 21 -April 10): 

(April ^.O-Moy pij): 

(May 21 -Juno 21): 

(•Inna 22- July 22 ): 

.(July 23-Aug.2S>) 

(Aug. 23-Sopt. 22); 

pay attention to what Is 
said of you In passing" 
today. Evan the most 
(jfttel Information Is like- 
ly to ; be of great Impor- 
V tancetoyou. 

Pay attention to those 
unspoken signals that 
only good friends can 
Interpret correctly. You'll 
receive a timely and 
invaluable message. 

Strategy is everything 
today, and you're going 
to have to use your wits 
If you expect to avoid 
the pitfalls that are 
plaguing others. 

The bizarre and unex- 
plainable will always hold 
a special fascination for 
you. but today you must 
keep your mind on more 
practical matters. 

What you see or hear 
by accident today, la 
likely to prove most 
important to you almost 
Immediately. You may 
have to swing into 
actidnl 

You may be longing 
for the grass that Is on 
the other side of the 
fence today. Perhaps it 
Is time for you to tend 
to your garden just a bit 
more. 

UBRA 

Scorpio 

SAGnTANUS 


mmsrnu* 

* 

(Sept. 23-Ortt. y.'t): 

(Ool. 24 Nov. 21) 

(Nov.r29.-Dnc. 21 ): 

(U<ic. 2?-. Lin. 10): * 

(Jan 20-h'ob. Ifi): 

(i ni;. in-MurchSO): 

You'll find yourself 
under soma Influences 
that you cannot Identify 
or name. It may be 
more difficult for you to 
proceed until you‘re 'In 
hirifi * 

Your own unpredictabili- 
ty may be the very thing 
that paradoxically lets 
the competition know 
just what you are up to 
today. 

A friend or loved one will 
be able to take advan- 
tage of your good will 
today. An enemy, howev- 
er, discovers that you are 
quite formidable. 

After a period of doubt 
and Insecurity on the 
job, today you may feel 
as though you'll be back 
on track and flying high 
during the coming 
week. 

It's important that you 
exercise the right of 
free-agency throughout 
the day, even when you 
are challenged by 
those who claim 
authority. 

There Is no point . 
denying what others 
already know today. 
Take the time to reflect 
on your motives 
before you begin 
changing your meth- 



•• • i I 
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THEY BABIED THEIR 
POT PLANTS 

A uthoriries say they found 93 
/a marijuana plants growing 
* "in a modified BAUY CRIB 
when they searched n home in 
Grovetown. Georgia, recently. 

Says Public Safety Seigeant Lee 
Araek - "I've never seen anyone 
treat marijuana like it was a baby." 
Well, not quite - the crib was 
wrapped in tin foil and had a lio- 
rexent light shining on the 
j plants. 

j Three people now lace charges 
j of manufacturing and possessing 
• marijuana. 

i 

OF COURSE, THAT ONLY 
HAPPENED AFTER SHE 
THREATENED TO TURN 
them INTO TOADS 

A teen-age witdi in suburban 
AA Detroit has won the right to 
■wear a pentagram to 
} school. 

Gystel Seifferly sued Lincoln 
j f^dc High School after it banned 
I Menis ffom wearing items that 
j pghr encourage gangs, violence, 
oxi drug use. That Included the 
Ntagram Worn by SeilTeriy. 

Tbe school In Lincoln Park, 
reportedly (according 
WXY2) has now agreed to 
^nipt students who wear relh 
jewelry or other symbois as 
P 91 * of their feith; • • ' 

Setffe r^ prescribes - to the 
^rellgioaWiccalsanbld': 

“W'sh tehp fp r wjtch. wicc^ns 
^tefcteorial and life cydes> 
fitjrn pteChristfarl 


KIPPS 

S • •• * 


Mi 


WHAT’S THE 
DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A CLOCK 
AND A WATCH? 

T he word "clock" comes 
from H cloca"...the Latin 
word for "bell." A clock 
rings, chimes or otherwise lets 
you know what time it is. The 
original concept of a “watch” is 
that it makes no noise - you have 
to watch it to tell the time. Sadly, 
tills distinction lias been blurred 
by tliose annoying alarm watches. 

CAN YOU NAME 
THREE FLOWERS 
THAT HAVE BULBS? 

H ere are several - begonias,. 

bluebells,;, crbcu^e^f 
fodils, ‘hyacinths, - 'Irises, 
lilies of the valley -ahb th^ orre ^ 
know you thought idf.firstj tullips. 
Some' others r in! cate you- w^re 
showing off and npiw,rided conflft. 
mation ; are' e^ahiren.; fteesia, 
snowdrop, star OfB^hleheqlian^ 
sword ; '•> 

■ : .h'i /' ■' ■ • . • . 


JOCKSTRIP 
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III E MAGIC 
SWORD 

I 2:30 CIALM-lUA I 
05:00 GALLERIA 2 


ART IMITATES LIFE 

A one-act play inspired by last year's shootings at a Springfield, Oregon, high school will premieie April 7lh in near- 
by Eugene. 

AikI a number of students at Thurston High School - site of the deadly rampage - will |jcrlbnu in the dinma...titlcd 
“Bang BangttHi'rc Dead.” It was written by playwright and screenwriter William Mastrosinwne. 

Following the world premiere, the script will be posted on the Internet in the hope other scltunls nationwide will 
perform the play. Masirosimune's only stipulation is drat no public admission fees be diaiged. 

(Thurston High Sdiool student Kip Kinkel is currently awaiting trial in connection with llie shootings time killed two 
and wounded 21 others.) 


TODAY'S THING WE DON'T UNDERSTAND 

Presidential dreamer Dan Quayle told the audience at a fund-raising luncheon in Chicago Tuesday that he expects 
to run against Texas Governor George W. Bush for the Republican presidential nomination. He also thinks Elizabeth 
Dole is more interested In positioning herself for the vice-presidential nomination. 

Tlie Potatoe-man himself took a few shots at Democratic VP A! Gore's recent daim to have invented the Internet. 
Says Quayle - "If Gore invented die Internet, titen I invented spell-check." 


NEWS OF OTHER LIFE FORMS 

Saturday was die American Human Assodation’s first annual ‘Tkg Day" The organization is urging all pet owners 
to put ID tags on their dogs or cats. 

According to animal experts and recent studies, a stray pet without an ID tag is most likely lost forever. Says die 
AHAY Carol Moulton - "For every 100 lost dogs in American animal shelters, only 1 7 will be reunited with their own- 
ers. Even worse, out of every 100 cats, that number drops to two." 

The day will educate pet owners about the Importance of an identification tag, a license tag, microchip or any other 
device tiwt can better help local agencies identify and return lost pets. . • 


TODAY'S SIGN THE WORLD IS ENDING 

A watchdog agency Is accusing a suburban Detroit judge of promising leniency to women defendants In exchange 
for sex. And (he Mldiigan JudidalTfenure Commission Is asking die state Supreme Court to suspend 4 1 st District Judge 
James Sc^ndirito (skaikJih-REF-toh) while it pursues misconduct charges. In one case., .according to the commis- 
sion-.Jhe 55yeaM>W married judge cankjdon an affair with a woman for three months while delaying her sentenc- 
ing in a traffic case; In the other cases, the agency says the judge foridled women In exchange for dismissing their tick- 
ets, The allegations prompted Scandlrito to take a leave ofabsgnce and go to Florida. .■ 


AND FINALLY, TODAY'S UPLIFTING 8T0RY 

„ a cameraman fora Uimpa TV station Is credited with saving the life of a five-year-old boy who bear-, 
ly drowned Monday In ? hotel swimming pool. ! ■ : \ 1 . ' 

While setting up for a shot pfSt. Fete Beach; John Barlow heard screams coming from the pool area 
of? Holiday Inruaitd Went to investigate. He ended up performing CPR on Zebldlah Carson. ..ah Indiana 
boy Who was visiting Florida with his family. V ' ' '■ >, v; 

. : The boy. was.latei; released froth a St. Petersburg hospital after being examined by docjors^His rnpttv- 
• dr s^:woid$'^nmit.de^te the fomil/s paHtudeTor what Barlow dld< i 
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™ MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE FEATURES 
SECRET STAR: THE STATE, OF MAjj l ^1 



ACROSS 

1 Lemon or 
lima 

7 Small, 
clotheB- 
wise 

13 Belong 

14 Accu8lomB 

15 Advocated 

18 Writing 

me star 

17 Gaelic 

18 Republican 

familiarly 

20 Facility 

21 Toon sea 
serpent 

23 Spring 
month 

27 Scoffed 

32 "The — 
Mutiny" 

33 Armadillo 

34 Nine- 
headed 
monster of 
myth 

35 Sentimen- 
tal person 

36 Prime 
character 

39 — Park, 
Colorado 

40 Surfeited 

42 Discover 

46 Caviar 

47 Rome's 


Villa d'— 

51 Narrate 

53 Juicer 

55 Likenesses 

56 Hospital 
doctor 

57 Municipali- 
ties 

58 Dead Sea 
Scroll 
writer 

DOWN 

1 Quote a 
source 

2 "Are you 
— — out?" 

3 So 

4 Nerve 
network 

5 Actress 
Mary — 

6 Swamp 
plant 

7 Apple 
variety 

8 Chemical 
suffix 

9 Adjust, as 
a motor 

10 La 
Douce” 

11 Oolong 
and 

souchong 

12 Medieval 
servant 

19 Mil. 
training 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


, jaunaa ubhejhq] 

SQQ HUH 

hhgideibh 

HMUUIISQ UUlUMii 

uhhsq] laanaa 
huhhh bhqsb 

OHLJHlil HE1EE100E 
aumaHisQ 
n Htu hsh 11012 
auuHBQ caaiHaniiJ 
HEJBIJUJn 

0000110 uhhhob 


program 

21 Gets ready 
for 

company, 

perhaps 

22 Rented 

23 Longing 

24 Compen- 
sates . 

25 Clears (of) 

26 Regarding 

28 Long 
heroic 
poem 

29 Huck 
Finn's con- 
veyance 

30 Art deco 
lliuatrator 

31 Week 
divisions 

37 Sign of 


affection 

38 World War 
II area: 
abbr. 

41 Uncanny 

42 Newsman 
Sevareid 

43 Half; prefix 

44 Real estate 
map 

45 TV antenna 

typo 

47 Ingests 

48 Pintail 
duck 

49 Seabird 

50 Another 
sea bird 

52 T^rpe of 

54 Printer's 
measures 



SEE SOLUTION TOMORROW 
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KidSnrs > fC s ° Lve ™ e rebus by writing 

■ THE names of the picture 
CLUES AND ADDING OR SUBTRACTING THE LETTER8. 


AUGUSTA (PRN) — “Message in 
a Bottle," currently one of the 
nation's most popular films, has 
a secret star. Only those view- 
ers who sit through the credits 
of this sweeping romance learn 
the star's identity. So who 
shares the screen with Kevin 
Costner, Paul Newman and 
Robin Wright? The star is the 
State of Maine. 

The story was set in such far- 
flung areas as the Outer Banks 
of North Carolina, the brown- 
stone mansions of Chicago and 
the beaches of Cape Cod. The 
reality? Almost all the scenes 
were shot in Maine, New 


England's largest state. The 
striking images of the Outer 
Banks of the Carolinas were, in 
Tact, the beaches and harbor 
towns of m id -coast Maine. 
Maine islands and lighthouses 
provided a vivid backdrop lor 
some of the film’s most memo- 
rable scenes. A historic house 
in Portland, Maine's “Old Port" 
district even acted as the stand- 
in for a Chicago brownstone. 

Maine's starring role in 
“Message in a Bottle" isn’t stay- 
ing a secret. Already, fans of the 
film are contacting the state for 
information about visiting 
Maine and, maybe, finding their 


own message in a bottle. 

'Message ill a Untile' lias real- 
ly stiuck a chord with people," 
said D. Lea Girardin, director of 
the Maine film Ol lice. “People 
want to know exactly where 
certain romantic scenes were 
filmed. We've li.ul people ask us 
for directions to specific inns 
shown in the picture. One per- 
son wanted l» find the antique 
furniture from a character's 
house. And one woman Irom 
the Midwest is even planning a 
vacation that lakes her to all 
the important locations." 


loSCARS DISAPPOINT PRISON PARTyI 


ANGOLA (UPI) — The Louisiana 
State Penitentiary was the 
scene of the most exclusive 
Oscar party in the world 
although It was tinged with 
some disappointment. 

As Hollywood celebrated, the 
men who starred in the docu- 
mentary “The Farm," and 
inmate co-director Wilbert 
Rideau, gathered in a cinder- 
block room where they 
watched the ceremonies on a 
prison television. 

Even though it failed to cap- 
ture the Oscar, the film about 
the life of six inmates inside 
one of the nation's toughest 


prisons was one of the most 
highly acclaimed documen- 
taries of 1998. 

Rideau himself has been at 
the prison for 38 years for mur- 
dering a bank teller in his 
youth. He is an award-winning 
prison journalist who has writ- 
ten a book and edits the prison 
magazine, the Angolite. 

Rideau said, "We celebrated 
just the same. That's the thing 
about prison, you take your cel- 
ebrations anytime and any- 
where you can." 

"The Farm" lias already won 
a long list of awards, including 
first prize from tile National 


Society uf Film Critics, the New 
York Film Critics Circle and the 
Grand Jury Prize at the 
Sundance Film Festival. 

Angola warden Burl Cain 
said, "I liked the movie because 
I thought it showed us the way 
we really are. It showed that 
these are real people, people 
who have done something bad, 
but haven't stopped being 
humans." 

The film was shown in the 
United States on the A&E net- 
work twice in the past week, 
has aired in England and begins 
a theater run soon. 


V.'- ' U T T 
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KANSAS CITY (AP) — Saxophones 
wailed and mimpets blared as a 
sculpture of Jazz legend Charlie 
“Bird" Raiker was unveiled In his 
hometown. 

Hundreds gathered Saturday in 
warm, sunny weather in Kansas 
City's historic 18th and Vine Jazz 
District, where Parker once played 
with such greats as Count Basie and 
Dizzy Gillespie. 

Parker’s ex-wife Doris and his 
daughter Win were on hand as the 
10-foot (3-rfieter) bronze sculpture 
of Parker's liead was unveiled, with 
the words "Bird Lives" at its base. 

Parker began his career at the age 
of 15 in Kansas City's thriving jazz 
scene. His talents nourished after he 
moved to New York and helped 
develop bebop. He died there in 
1955 at age 34. 

MELVILLE (AP) — Steve Martin, 
unmarried and childless, can't draw 
from his own life to portray a vexed 
family man. 

Martin, 53, is divorced from 
actress Victoria ’fennant, and the 
couple Had no children. Yet the 
coinedic actor folds himself cast in a 
fetheriy role once again in “The Out- 
oFTowners," opening Friday ' 

"I like playing ... a man who has a 
normal life and gets involved in sim- 
ple events with a lot of emotion 
attached - as long as it's played with 
humor," Martin says in Sunday’s 
■ Newsday “Spencer Tracy played die 
. perp lexity of this type of man." . 


.niMTe 


He added: “I’ve grown ro like chil- 
dren more, from making so many 
movies with them. But l do have a 
dog - and they never leave you." 

OOOOOGOO 
NEW YORK (AP) — Is tenor Andrea 
Bocelli ready for the opera? 

"I don’t feel I’m really credible 
enough yet," the Italian singer says. 
”1 still have to suffer a little while 
longer." 

Bocelli’s silky ballads have sold 20 
million records woridwide and have 
earned a Grammy nomination. List 
week, he sang a duet with Celine 
Dion at the Oscars. 

In fall, Bocelli is scheduled to step 
from die confines of pop to mate 
his U.S. opera debut at Detroit's 
Michigan Opera Theater, ringing 
Hie title role in Massenet's 
"Werthcr." It's an opportunity he 
credits to his commercial success. 

“When I was younger, if I liad 
sltown up to audition in an opera 
house, they would have suggested I 
check Into a lunatic asylum," he says 
in Sunday’s editions of Newsday. 

If opera proves a comfortable fit, 
Bocelli says he wouldn’t mind for- 
saking his pop farcer for the fine 
art. 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — ■ Claire Danes, 
whose image became synonymous 
■ with teen-age angst in "My So- 
Called Life," has a, simple solution 
, for eryoying her real life - ditch the 
suffocating team of agents, man- 
, agere and publicists. 


“I live in New Yorkj I go to school: 

I have a neiwoik of friends who are 
entirely unrelated to die business," 
she said. 

"The majority of my friendships 
are with people like that." And 
when school is in session, Danes 
lives in a campus dorm with a room- 
mate, the Daily News of l.os Angeles 
reported Sunday. 

"1 function on campus pretty 
well," she said. "People who meet 
me are immediately disillusioned 
and are nut awkward around me." 

Danes, 19, Is a freshman at Yale, 
the alma mater of lier iiiciul and 
mentor Jodie foster. Danes appeals 
in "Tlie Mod Squad." which was just 
released, as recovering addict Julie 
Barnes. 

<a o • ft a o o 

PORT WORTH (AP) — Attorneys fur 
model Christie Brinkley have agreed 
to settle a lawsuit against an aircraft: 
parts copipany stemming from a 
1994 helicopter crash in Colorado. 

A state district judge dismissed 
Brinkley’s |»rt of the suit last week. 
Tferms of the settlement were not 
disclosed. 

In 1 996, Brinkley and others sued 
American Eurocopter, a Grand 
Prairie, Tfexas parts suppliei; alleging 
negligence in a mountain helicopter 
crash in which Brinkley was injured. 
The company pojnted to a National 
Tt-ansportation Safety Board mling 
tliat bad weather and pilot error, 
caused the crash. 


"The gene pool could use a Tafe 
chlorine." 

"Luigli alone and the world dinks 
Viui're an idiot." 

"I want m die in niy sleep Ike ^ 
gr,iiullolliec..Not screaming ^ * 
yelling like tlie jassoigeis in fa 


“Forger about Worid Peace. 
Visualize Using Your Him SignaT 

"He who buglis last thinks stov- 


“Vbiy funny. Scotty. Now beam 
down mydotlies." 

“Ever stop ro think, and forget to 
start again?' 

“Auntie Em: Hate you, Hare Kansas. 
Taking the dog. - Dorothy" 

'All generalizations are false." 

"Change is inevitable, except Iran 
a vending machine.” 

“Tune is what keeps everything 
from linppening at once." 

“As long as there are tests, there 
will Ire prayer in public schools. - 

'Visualize Whirled Peas." 

When you do a good deed, get a 
receipt, in case heaven is like the 
IRS." 

"Sony, 1 don't date outside my 
species." 

"I may be fat, but you're ugly-lean 
lose weight!" 

"No. Radio- Already Stolen." 

"Real women don’t Iwve hot Rash- 
es, tlrey Itnve power surges " 

"Okay, who stopped the pay*"® 11 

oii my reality check/ 1 

"fow women admit their age, 
men act itf • - - ; ; 

"1 don’t suffer fronf Insanity I 
every minute of itf s 


"Haid work has a foture 9®* 
Laziness pays off NOVVf : : : 


; . < «■ 


"IRS: got ir t£*'® 

rate'WHatypu \ ?/. / . 

• V K ' i' - - •' ' ’’ i ;; s ; / ;■ 

tileffbes^ . 
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□□□□□□□ n 

S© 0 m m ® 0 S&ta T55T 

PAR SCORE 195-205 

bV JUDD FIVE RACK TOTAL 

' T;- • ' tiiig i ikSiT. 4C MINI 


bV JUDD FIVE RACK TOTAL _ 

TIME LIMIT: 25 MIN 

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2 to 7 letter word from the letters In each row. Add 
points ol Satrfl word, using scoring directions at right. 7-tetter words get 50- 
polnt txjfius. .“Blank8" used as any letter have no point value. All Judd's words 
are In', The Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (Merrlam-Webster) and OSW 
Offlqtal Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD’S SOLUTION TOMORROW 
'380-09 . © I&9B, United Feature Syndicate, Inc. 


WORDY GURDY^unw 

1. Bonce In n mouse-catch I ng device ( 1 ) Evrry answer ls a rhyming 

— f—i — r^mk — I — I — I pair of words (like FAT CAT 

MBII1 and DOLtBLE TROUBLE), and 

2 . Actress Loretta held tisthtlv (1 they will IU In the leUer 

— [ — — squares. The nimtlJCT after the 

1 1 1 Li deflnIUon tells yea how ninny 

3 . Demonstrated to frog’s cousin Cl) syllables In cacli word. 


4. Swollen "Dallas" actor Patrick (2) 


5. Batter bank holder-upper (2) 


8. “Casablanca" actor Peter'a tales (2) 


© 1MB Uni so FMlm ByrflWl*. Ina 


7. First La 


serin’ (2) 




ANSWERS TO YESTERDAY'S WORDY GURDY 

1. HIP 8 HIP 2. MIGHT BITE 3. CZARS JARS 4. LIVER SLIVER 
8. MESSES TRESSES 0. OYSTER 110JSTER 7. HARRISONS GARRISONS 


VHb :7 WHHevr«.«!uWDiMn 


BY BRIAN CRANK 


SeMBBLEf GRAMS SOLUTION BY JUDD 

. brand ©1999, United Feature Syndicate. Inc 

H« Ui Mi Da Ri Ui Ma RA qk i = 65_ 

Si Oi Pa l-U li Si RACK 2 = 66 _ 

P[] [n] g @ ® □ RACK 3 = 20 

E! S E B [EH1D □ RACK 4 

PAR SCORE 95-105 JUDD'S TOTAL 

3-29-99 
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FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE 


BY LYNN JOHNSTON 
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HOT* BUTTONS 


FIRED GAY EMPLOYEE SUES BSA 





A veteran employee of die Boy 
Scouts of America is suing 
the ot^nization.^illeging he 
was Heed after the BSA discovered 
he was gay. Attorneys say the 
groundbreaking lawsuit ■ filed in 
Sacramento, Gdifomia - marks the 
first dine the Bay Scouts' policy of 
firing employees known to be 
homosexual has been challenged 
in the state. No 'immediate com- 
ment from Boy Scouts officials. 

46-year-old Chris Keener had 
worked foe the Boy Scouts for 22 
years., .most recently as assistant 
council executive with the Golden 
Empire Council franchise. He also 
was an Eagle Scout..the scouts’ 
highest honor. 

According to the lawsuit, 
Keener’s boss lined private Investi- 
gators to took Into his personal life 
and determine his sexual orienta- 
tion... indurling a three-hour inter- 
rogation of one of his co-workers. 
Soys gay rights lawyer Geoffrey 
Kors - "When 'the Boy Scouts of 
America invades its own employ- 
ees’ privacy In a zealous effort to 
Identify mid ‘weed out' gay 
employees, it is completely outside 
the bounds of the law." 

The suit seeks an undetermined 
amount of damages for lost wages 
and emotional distress. 

Did die Boy Scouts break the 
law when it investigated Keener’s 
personal life? Why pr wiiy not? 
What's the difference between 
doing a background check on an 
employee or potential employee 
and wliat was done to Keener? 

TO E 2000 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

*' 1 “**he latest Reid Poll of 
I California voters shows Texas 
1 Governor George W. Bush is 
preferred by Republicans in next 
year's presidential primary...and 
Vice President Al Gore by 
Democrats. In a hypothetical head- 
to-head race, Bush had a slim lead 
over Gore. 

Bush - a son of former President 
Bush - had a 37-to-19-percent 
advantage among GOP voters over 
Elizabeth Dole...tJie former 
American Red Cross president and 
- wife of farmer presidential candi- 
date Bob Dole. Former Vice 
President Dan Quayle was favored 
by six percent...and Arizona 
Senator John McCain and publisher 
Steve Forbes each by four per- 
cent.. .among a field of 11 GOP 
hopefuls lining up for California's 
March 7di, 2000, presidential pri- 
mary 

Gore was preferred by 39 per- 
cent of the Democrats ques- 
tioned... compared with nine per- 
cent each for former New Jersey 
Senator BUI Bradley and the 
Reverend Jesse Jackson. 43 percent 
were undecided. 

In hypotlietical general election 
match-ups, Bush edged Gore...48 
to 46 percenL..vyith six percent' 
undecided. He beat Bradley by 56- 
to-37 percent. Gore topped Dole, 
48 to 46 percent. .but Dole over- 
shadowed Bradley, SO to 42 per- 
cent. 

Who woutd you like to see run 
for president in 2Q00...and why? ■ 


Mill 

O utrageous new MTV 
star Tom Green is clever, 
subversive and loves 
animals. Sometimes literally. 

To get a laugh, Tom Green 
lias eaten human hair, slurped 
milk straight from a cow's 
udder and engaged in a bout of 
frottage with a dead moose. 
But there’s only one gag the 27- 
year-old Canadian , comic 
regrets. It was a segment for 
"The Tom Green Show,” then a 
fixture on Canadian cable, and 
now airing in a revamped form ' 
on MTV "I was out in the 
street, and we had a jug of 
grape juice and an empty jug,” 
says Green. “From one jug there 
was a tube that went to my 
mouth, and leading to the other 
jug was a tube that went to my 
groin. The point was to stand 
on the street for however long 
it took to get the juice from one 
jug to the other." Tasteless? 
Sure. But Green didn't care 
about that. Hie problem was 
the glue that Green used to 
affix the second tube to his 
anatomy. "All of a sudden there 
was this out-of-control burning 
sensation," he says. "I thought, 
'I've finally gone too far.. I've 
burned my penis off for the 
sake of comedy."’ 

As it turns out, he didn't — 
but stay tuned, he's still got a 
long career ahead of him. After 
just six episodes. Green's MTV 
show, a blend of pretaped 
stunts and in-studio shenani- 
gans that airs Thursday nights 
at 10:30 EST. has become the 
network's highest-rated regu- 




larly scheduled program. The 
slight, goateed comedian has 
also been visible during the 
NCAA hoops tournament, bel- 
lowing through a bullhorn in a 
series of garrulous Pepsi One 
ads. Parents may find Green 
sick, silly or just plain unfunny, 
but his young audience can't 
get enough. "He's become 
famous faster than anyone I've 
ever been associated with," 
says MTV programming head 
Brian Graden, who also recruit- 
ed the "South Park" boys for 
Comedy Central. "We go out 
and try' to shoot segments and 
he gets mobbed." 

What teen •■>■■■- 


It is great television. Green 
may occasionally {OK, frequent- 
ly) overstep the bounds of 
taste — as a guest on a Canadian 
talk show last fall, he whipped 
out a decaying raccoon, 
prompting the host to flee the 
set retching. But seldom is 
grotesquerie the sole point of a 
Joke. His antics are merely the 
setup; it’s the reaction of his 
audience — generally some 

unsuspecting bystander or 
riled-up authority figure — that 
provides the punch line. In that 
sense, there are elements of 
"Candid Camera" in Green’s 
shtik, but then again, 
. _ M Allen Funt 


could resist a INI 
guy who . ! || ^ 

paints his par- , 
ents' house plaid V 
while they’re away on 
vacation? Green's long-suffer- 
ing folks, retired government 
employees from Ottawa, awoke 
another morning to find that 
their son had commissioned an 
airbrushed portrait of two 
women in flagrante delicto on 
the hood of the family Honda, 
freshly dubbed “The Slut 
Mobile." And then there was 
the time he burst in on them at 
3 a.m. and flung a cow's head 
into their bed. "This Is a mes- 
sage from Don Corleone," 
Green announced, as'a camera- 
toting pal caught the reaction. 
"In the heat of the moment, 
there’s genuine anger from my 
mom, and genuine frustration 
from my dad," says Green. "But 
it's great television." 
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the early $oo% -MBsmeb, 
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ftapoo piece*/ 



tried to 


M ^ * anyone a 

•**'■■* chest-hair sand- 

wich. Indeed, the best of 
Green's man-in-the-street seg- 
ments are reminiscent of David 
Letterman in his transgressive 
prime. "I’m probably doing 
what I do because of what he 
did," says Green, who also cites 
the subversive ethos of skate- 
boarding as a primary influ- 
ence: "It created an attitude 
like ‘Let’s go out in the streets 
and mess with people. 1 " 

And mess with people he 
does. In one recurring bit, die 
comedian prerends to mistake 
passers-by for celebrities. 
Rarely, though, does Green's 
humor come across as mean- 
spirited. He wisely aims his 
most aggressive gags at his 
hapless cohost, longtime pal 


Glenn Huniplik, who knows 
what he's in for. He ought to, 
anyway: Green has been gear- 
ing up for his full-frontal come- 
dy assaulr since childhood. As 
his dad did a stretch in the ser- 
vice, young Torn ended up mov- 
ing every six months. Each new 
school brought a new audience 
to conquer. “I knew I wasn't like 
a complete loser, but I knew the 
situation was one where l was 
definitely going to be thrown 
into a loser category — a new 
skinny kid walks Into class, 
everybody already has their 
friends," he says. 

Green quickly won over peers 
with wisecracks, and soon 
began to show a flair for per- 
formance. In sixth grade, he 
represented his school in a pub- 
lic-speaking contest — with a 
speech about comedy. He 
began doing stand-up at 16, 
and, after flirting with a career 
as a rapper (no kidding), he got 
into broadcasting, first on 
radio, then on public-access 
cable, then on Canada's 
Comedy Network. Now Green's 
on MTV, where his buffoonery 
has found a fresh class of kids 
to win over. "I think people 
under the age of 30 get rhis," 
he says. “Once you get over 40, 
there are people who really 
don't understand why it's funny. 
It just doesn't register ns come- 
dy to them, which to me is 
hilarious. That's what it's nil 
about, confusing conservative 
people." And, of course, amus- 
ing the rest of us. 

By KENDALL HAMILTON 



lemons contain 
carbon that turns black 
when heated. 


WATER-COOLErI 
STORIES 


BUT WHO READS 
INTRODUCTIONS? 

A Florida State University 
behavioral genetics pro- 
fessor is under fire for 
writing a complimentary fo r . 
ward to a book by Klansim 
turned-politidan David Duke. 
In the book “My Awakening,* 
which Professor Clay* 
Whitney calls an "excelled 
work," Duke calls for separate 
nations for blacks and whites 
and maintains that blacks are 
inferior to whites, 

UNFIT KIWI 


T he Department of 
■fransportatlon has pro- 
posed revoking the oper- 
ating certificate of Kiwi 
International Airlines for fail- 
ing to meet federal fitness 
standards for air carriers, in a 
show-cause order, the depart- 
ment said that it tentatively 
has found that the Newark, 
N.J .-based, carrier no longer 
meets any of the three stan- 
dards for airline fitness. The 
three standards are' adequate 
financing, competent manage- 
ment, and a willingness to 
comply with applicable laws 
and regulations. 

GRAVE ERROR 

A 2G-year-old Alaska man 
who describes himself as 
an “Indiana Jones type" 
lias pleaded guilty to stealing 
the 1 ,400-year-old remains 
from an ancient grave site in 
Southeast Alaska. The 
Anchorage Daily News reports 
that Ian Martin Lynch, who 
also sees himself as a "treasure 
hunter." is the first person to 
be prosecuted in Alaska under 
the 20-year-old Archeological 
Resources Protection Act. He 
faces a possible six-month 
prison term and may hw* 

pay $10,000 in restitution » 
restote the grave. site- 
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VENUS BEATS KID SISTER 

FOR UPTON TITLE 



Venus Williams, right of Palm Beach Gardens, Fla., greets her sister Serena, 
left, after Venus defeated Serena 6-1, 4-6, 6-4, In the championship game 
at the Upton Championship at Key Blscayne, Fla., Sunday, March 28, 1999. 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (AP) — Talk about close 
sisters. 

Venus Williams beat kid sister Serena in the 
final of the Upton Championships on Sunday, but 
she needed three sets to do it. Venus took eight 
of the final nine points and won 6-1 , 4-6, 6-4. 

When Serena's forehand landed wide on match 


point, there was no show of jubilation from 
Venus, or even a smile. The sisters walked slowly 
to the net to exchange high-fives, and then 
Venus. 18, put her arm around Serena, 17. as they 
walked off the court. 

After staging file first all-sister women’s final in 
115 years. Venus and Serena shrugged off the 


achievement. 

"It's not too big,” Venus said. “!n the end we go 
home, we live life. You have to be happy after 
that. You have to remind yourselfit's a game, and 
there's only one winner. Next week there will be 
another opportunity," 

Their father, Richard Williams, watched most of 
the match from the stands, occasionally holding 
up signs for the crowd. One read: “Welcome to 
the Williams show.” 

Venus won 5265,000 for her second consecu- 
tive Lipton title. Serena's 16-match winning 
streak ended, and she settled for S 132,000. 

The sisters looked tense throughout the march 
but wpre broad smiles during the trophy ceremo- 
ny. 

“It's so great Serena is doing so well," Venus 
said. “It's so exciting. We're really happy." 

Their dad, however, struggled with his emo- 
tions and left his seat for several games. The fam- 
ily lived in a poor neighborhood in Compton. 
California, before moving to Florida in 1991. 

"I left the match because 1 thought 1 was going 
to cry," Williams said. "What was going through 
my mind was all the problems we've had in ten- 
nis. bringing the girls up, how difficult it was, the 
gang members, all the people out there. 

"I was saying, 'Look where you are today.' It 
was so difficult for me to believe it." 

Venus dominated the first set, with Serena 
rarely able to hit a ball beyond her sister's reach. 
Serena was inconsistent from the baseline 
throughout the match and had a whopping 66 
unforced errors, tu 41 for Venus. 

Trailing 4-3 in the second set, Serena rallied 
and won four straight games. But she couldn't 


sustain the sui^ge, and after falling behind 2-1 in 
the final set. she flung her racket across the conic 
in frustration. 

“Serena always comes back and beats people," 
Venus said. "I didn't want ro become another vic- 
tim. It was all 1 could do to hold her off." 

Serena's effort was never in doubt, but she fell 
behind 2-1 in the final set, then flung her racket 
across the court in frustration. 

“After a while you're thinking. 'I can win,”' she 
said. "You're not thinking about who you're play- 
ing." 

Serena broke serve with a backhand passing 
shot to even the third set at 4-4, but she had 
seven unforced errors in the final two games. 

“Venus played a great match,” Serena said. "It 
was very exciting. I’m glad I was able to come 
hack from the lirst-set deficit and make it more 
interesting for the crowd." 

Venus now leads the sibling rivalry 3-0. She'll 
remain No. 6 in next week's rankings, while 
Serena will climb to a career-best 1 1th, 

According to the WTA Tour, the only other ail- 
sister women’s final took place at Wimbledon in 
1884. when Maud Watson beat her older sister, 
Lilian. 

A Williams rematch is likely soon. The sisters 
plan to play in many of the same tournaments the 
rest of the year. 

“1 definitely look forward to another final with 
Venus," Serena said. "It's what we always 
dreamed of." 

Venus earned the distinction of being Upton's 
Nisi singles champion. Next year, the tournament 
will become the Ericsson Open. 


CASTRO, CUBANS MEET MAJOR LEAGUERS, AT LAST 


HAVANA (AP) — He walked onto 
the field like he owned the place, 
straight and tall and with a pur- 
pose, this old University of 
Havana right-hander. 

And by the time Fidel Castro 
had cut across the diamond to 
meet them Sunday, the Baltimore 
Orioles could tell this meant far 
mote than any spring training 
game they had ever played. “Fi- 
ddl Fl-delf the 50,000 fans 
tinted at Estadio 

Laiinoamerlcano at the sight of 
their president. "Cu-bal Cu-bar 
Albert Belle, Brady Andeison 
and the rest of the Orioles gath- 
fred around (he 73-yenr-old 
leader to shake hands, curious to 
5ee how he looked up close in his 
combat fatigues. Manager Ray 
Miller talked to Castro through 
“o interpreter. 

"He told me this was a good 
baseball town," Miller said after 
Baltimore beat a Cuban .ill-star 
team 3-2 In 1 1 innings. "He said 
m to worry, that we were play- 
m front of the greatest base- 
““ fen s in the world." 

While Cuban defectors such as 
.. ldo "E| Duque'' Hernandez, 
Hernandez and Rey 
™onez had left and found fame 
i! the majors, no one on the 
T^nmunlst island has seen, a 

! eague team since 1959. 
: Nobody came down liete look : 


ing to make history," Orioles out- 
fielder B.J. Surhoff said. 
“Everybody came down here 
looking to play a baseball game." 

Still. Surhoff carried the U.S. 
flag onto the field for the nation- 
al anthems and later gave his bat 
to the Hall of Fame in 
Cooperstown, New York. "For 
many years, we have been trying 
to have this match," star Cuban 
third baseman Omar Linares said 
through a translator. "I really 
hope these will not be the last 
games.” 

By local standards, though, the 
crowd was rather tame until the 
Cubans began rallying In the late 
innings. 

Tickets were issued on an invi- 
tation-only basis Instead of the 
10 cents they normally cost 
ensuring the stands would be 
packed with loyal Castro support- 
ers. In fact, many were in their 
seats three hours before game- 
time. • , 

But that left out many of Cuba 
s most passionate “pelota” fans, 
along with a lot of traditional 
touches. . 1 

Missing for most of the warm, 
sunny afternoon were the drums, 
sirens, air horns, singing, dandng 

and romba music that enveloped 

. the ballpark from the . first pitch 
• diiring SaAirddy hlght’ s; playoff 
• game ‘ between ■. *{ the * 


Industrialize and Santiago. 

No cheerleaders in black span- 
dex jumped on top of rhe- 
dugouts. no ball girls served cof- 
fee to the umpires during the 
fifth-inning break. No one smug- 
gled in Havana Club rum, and no 
beer was sold inside, either. 

Even the 53-year-old stadium 
was spruced up gone were the 
wild dogs that usually roam the 
concourse, hoping for bits of the 
pork-ieg sandwiches sold at con- 
cession stands. . 

Tie fans did, however, follow 
the custom o[ counting to 10 the 
way a referee counts a fallen 
boxer when Baltimore reliever 
Arthur Rhodes was chased in the 
eighth inning. 

Then there was the traditional 
first ball. Actually, former 
Washington Senators pitcher 
Connie Marrero, 88, threw four 
of them, then three more to 
Anderson when ■ he ■ led off the 
game. 

Charles Johnson's two-nin 
homer off Cuban ace Jose Ibar in 
the second kept things quiet until 
, the home team rallied in the late 
innings. That' s when It got loud, 
and Castro; grinned when Linares' 

, RBI single In the eighth tied It. 

/ 1 ' "The people who go to the sta- 
dium every day cannot go,” com- 
plained- 32-year^bld . Omar 
• Ramirez. 1 "WhY? Why?" , v 


A few blocks away, little boys 
were undaunted. With nothing 
more than rotted sticks for bats 
and rolled-up socks for balls, they 
kept playing Cuba' s national 
sport. They did it while dodging 
DeSotos and Ford Fairianes, 
banged-up cars with big tailfins 
from the 1950s. 

When the game ended, Castro 
made an "oh, well" gesture with 
his hands and later congratulated 
the Cuban players. The Orioles 
have a projected payroll of more 
than S80 million this season: 
Cuban players earn around SIO 
per month. 

Once a THple-A hotspot when 
the Havana Sugar Kings ruled, the 
Caribbean island had not seen a 
big league club since March 21 , 
1959, righr after Castro rook 
power. On that day at the very 
same ballpark, witl) guards 
strolling with machine guns, 
Sandy Koiifax led. Los Angeles 
over Cincinnati 2-1. 

Since then, it 1 6 been a black- 
out and blockade for Ciitran fens 
trying to follow major league 
bail. • 

The 1963 ’frad.ing. With the 
Enemy Act forbid most 
Americans from spending nioney 
In Cuba. Despite Angelos’ ■ efforts 
for several years he said he was 
: driveh . by sportsmanship only 
President Clinton' s recent 'relax- 



Cubait President Fidel Cafcfro 
(L) speaks with Baltimore Orioles Manager Ray 
' ■ Miller ' (bottom C) and other Orioles players In 
Irani pi. the visitors dugout In Hpvana March 28 ; 

ing of restrictions against Cuba tabid tennis matches with China 

.. made this game possible. . |ri the. 1970s. ‘Rather, these; are 
. ■; The U.S; government, hovvey- " considered . • "jpeopfe-to-pe ople" 
er. has stressed that these twti . contacts, much like those ebn- 
exhlbitions are not, q matte r.of ! ducked .with 'CO bait -artists and 
sports: diplomacy, , such as the academics-' •: ! ■ • , 
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MAGIC OVERCOMES HEAT DESPITE 

MOURNING'S EFFORTS 


ORLANDO (AP) — Darrell Armstrong's 
colossal fourth quarter keyed by a 
four- point play with 6:05 remaining 
sparked Orlando as the Magic over- 
came a 24-point, 15-rebound effort by 
Alonzo Mourning to defeat the Miami 
Heat 94-87 Sunday. 

Armstrong's 3-pointer and ensuing 
free throw put Orlando ahead 78-75, 
and the Magic never trailed thereafter. 
Armstrong scored 19 of his 25 points 
in the final period, making all nine or 
his Tree throws. 

Miami got 23 points from PJ. Brown 
and 21 from Tim Hardaway, but the 
Heat struggled from 3-point range, 
missing all but one of 13 shots. 

Miami .ail Orlando’s lead to 88-85 
with 1:25 remaining. Orlando's Horace 
Grant was called for traveling, giving 
Miami possession at the 1:05 mark. 
But Orlando's Isaac Austin blocked a 
layup attempr by Mourning with 48 
seconds remaining, and the Magic fin- 
ished on a 6-2 run to the final margin. 


In Auburn Hills, Michigan, Lindsey 
Hunter scored 20 points, and Jerry 
Stackhouse and Bison Dele added 18 
each to lead surging Detroit. 

The Pistons led by as many as 27 
points in winning for the fifth time in 
six games overall and 10 th in 12 at 
home. The Sanies, starting a five-game 
road trip, fell to 3-9 on the road by los- 
ing to the Pistons for only the fourth 
time in their last 13 meetings. 

The game - started at 9:35 a.m. 
Seattle time, and the Sonics were slug- 
gish. They trailed 28-8 in the first 10 
minutes. 

Hunter had 13 points In the opening 
quarter as Detroit went up 30-16, and 
the Pistons kept it up in the second. 
They outscored the Sonics 28-22 for a 
58-38 halflime lead, with Stackhouse 
getting nine of his 16 first-half points 


in the period. 


In Boston, Chris Mullin scored all of 
his 16 points in the third quarter as 
Indiana remained perfect in coach 
Larry Bird's- games against his old 
team. 

The Pacers. 5-1 in their last six 
games, improved to 6-0 over two sea- 
sons against Boston - with whom Bird 
spent his entire playing career. 

Mark Jackson had 15 points, Reggie 
Miller 14 and Jalen Rose 13 for the 
Pacers. Eton Mercer led Boston with 24 
points, while Antoine Walker had 20 
points and 1 1 rebounds. 

Indiana scored the game's first eight 
points and never trailed in raising its 
record to a franchise-best 20-8 at this 
stage of the season. 


in Toronto, Rookie Vince Carter had 
22 points and six blocks as the Raptors 
extended their franchise-recoid home 
winning streak to six games. 

The Bulls, who played without 
injured Toni Kukoc. lost their fourth 
straight. 

Dong Christie scored 20 points for 
Toronto, which has won eight of its 
last 10 games. Brent Barry led Chicago 
with 17 points. 


In Minneapolis, Haywoodc 
Workman scored 19 points as the 
Milwaukee Bucks beat the 
Timberwolves, who missed their last 
15 shots. 

Milwaukee's bench, led by Dell 
Curry’s 1 5 points, outscored the 
Wolves' reserves 35-19. 

Sam Mitchell led the Timberwolves 
with 20 points. Kevin Garnett finished 
with 16 points, 18 rebounds and nine 
assists. 


In Inglewood, California, Kobe 
Bryant scored 29 points, and Shaquille 
O'Neal had 2 1 points and nine 
rebounds as the Los Angeles Lakers 
beat the New York Knicks 99-91 in a 
physical battle Sunday. 

The win was just the fourth in nine 
games for the Lakers (20- 111, white the 
Knicks (16-14) suffered their fifth’ loss 
in seven games. 

With Lakers forward Dennis 
Rodman often in the middle of things, 
the game was marred by several physi- 
cal exchanges, and two New York play- 
ers - Kurt Thomas and Chris Dudley - 
were ejected. 

Patrick Ewing had 20 points, 13 
rebounds and three blocked shots for 
the Knicks. • 


In Charlotte, rookie reserve Brad 
Miller scored 24 points to lead the 
Hornets over the Cleveland Cavaliers. 

The Hornets trailed by nine at half- 
time but outscored the Cavaliers 32-10 
in the third quarter to take command. 
Charlotte opened the second half with 
a 14-0 run and finished the third quar- 
ter with a 12-1 spurt. 

Wesley Person led the Cavaliers with 
20 points. 


In Phoenix, the Portland Trail Blazers 
blew a 22 -point second-quarter lead, 
then held on to beat the Phoenix Suns 
on Arvydas Sabonis' inside basket with 
9.8 seconds left. 

Sabonis had 18 points and 13 
rebounds for the Blazers, who won 
their sixth in a row and improved their 
NBA-best record to 23-5. 

Damon Stoudamire had 18 points 
and 13 assists for the Blazers. Tom 
Gugliotta scored 18 points for the 
Suns. 


HACKETT TIPS RECORD 
AT SHORTCOURSE TITLES 


BRISBANE (AP) — Australian swim star 
Grant Hackett expects the country to 
demolish the 4x200-mcter freestyle 
world record at the world shortcourse 
championships starting in Hong Kong 
on Thursday. 

Hackett broke the longcourse 208- 
meter freestyle world record during the 
Australian championships last week in a 
shock result. 

While the shortcourse 1500-meter 
record holder is not tipping himself to 
break the mark for his favorite event, he 
believes the relay team should easily 
make its target. 

Hackett was a member of the relay 
team which set the record of 7 minutes, 
2.74 seconds at the previous world, 
shortcourse championships in 
Gothenburg, Sweden, in 1997. 

But Hackett has improved significant- 
ly while compatriot lan-Thorpe, the 400- 
meter world champion, was not on the 


. scene two years ago. "I think the 4x200 
will take die world record down if every- 
one's feeling okay, " Hackett said. 
"That'll be good to be a part of." 

Hackett holds the shortcourse 1 500- 
meter record at 14:19.55 but admits to 
being tired after a hectic national cham- 
pionships. 

"I would love to go out there and beat 
14:19 but at the same time I've just 
come off a huge meet which Has taken 
its coll on my body," Hackett said. "I’ve 
got to travel 14 hours and then within a 
couple of days of that I’m starting to 
compete again. It's a big call. 

"My rimes suggest I'm definitely 
. faster than 14:19 but whether I can get 
up and do it in Hong Kong has got a real 
question mark beside it." 

National head coach Don Tblbot said 
his aim Was for Australia to end the 
pieet on top of the medal table as it did 
'In Gothenburg where it won nine gold, 


two silver and eight bronze. 

“1 would like to keep that winning 
streak going as long os we can, Once 
you lose it, it’s damn hard to get back," 
TBibot said. 

"But defending is always hard. When 
you set the pace, you’re the frontrunner, 
the hare that eveiybody’s chasing." 

Ihlbot said the swimmers would also 
find it difficult to back up after some 
tough raring at the Australian titles. 

"The swimmers and the coaches are 
all a bit more tired than I thought they 
would be,” Thlbot said. “We’ve only got 
three full days until the meet starts and 
a day of travel wrecks you, sitting on 
your backside in an airplane." 

The team will be without Olympic 
champion Susie O’Neill, who recently 
broke the world shortcourse 200 -meter 
butterfly record. O'Neill did not attempt 
to qualify for the team last year and got 
married Instead. 
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Milwaukee Bucks guard Hcrywoode Workman (3) collides with 
Minnesota Timberwolves forward Sam Mitchell as he drives to 
the basket during tha first half of their game, March 28. 
Milwaukee won 94-8B. 

Rockets 107. Kings 93 the first 5: 1 4 of the fourth. He muscled 

inside for back-to-back baskets, 
In Sacramento, California, Hakeem putting Houston ahead 93-79 with 
Olajuwon had 24 points and nine 5.45 | c f t 
rebounds as the Houston Rockets won j,isnn Williams led the Kings with 21 
their eighth straight game. points. Sacramento forward Chris 

After sitting out the entire third vVebber, the league's leading rebound- 
quarter with a sore back, Charles er> |, ac | t |, e flu and did not attend the 
Barkley scored II of his 15 points in gnnie, 


HIRING 'FREEZE' FORCING 
BELT-TIGHTENING FOR SLOC 


SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Tough restric- 
tions on new hires at the Salt Like 
Organizing Committee are aimed at 
cutting costs, but they arc hitting SLOC 
managers where it hurts. 

Earlier this month, SLOC president 
Mitt Romney announced cost-cutting 
measures aimed at slashing $ 1 7 million 
from the organization's SI. 4 billion 
budget. 

SLOC still awaits S288 million in 
sponsorship contracts, and until thar 
money is assured, Romney has planned 
for lean rimes, especially since the 
Olympic bribery scandal has put would- 
be sponsors in a holding posture. 

Romney hoped to save $6 million 
from the freeze. 

“This freeze does not mean we won't 
hire anybody for six months," said Ed ; 
Eynon, senior vice president for human., 
resources. "It does mea'p we want to 
delay some hires, or perhaps do some 


job eliminations, In order (o yield $6 
million in savings." 

That’s supposed to happen in 
months, meaning the committee has 10 
save SI million per month. The entire 
senior stnfT is scrutinizing open po* 
tions. determining If the jobs can. 
delayed or' wiped out entirely. ■ 

"Everybody’s been very helpful ^ 
supportive, but with a lot of 
Eynon SHid. "It means just that 
more work for those who are sire** 
here." ■ 

Right now 188 people vvprK j*;: 
SLOC, about 20 fewer than th eCon1 . 
tee expected to have. Under.;®* . . 

schedule, the staff yvill bc SO ^*^ 
below projections at the ff|d 
month moratorium/ Eynon 

That is substantial 
, tion ejected to 

within the next thYee'years. ■ :j ; - 
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SILVER CHARM LOSES HIS FIZZ 
IN $5 MILLION DUBAI WORLD CUP 


IRTS 29 
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Richard Hills rides Almutawakel, (1), of UAE, to the finish during the Dubai 
World Cup 1999 horse race, Sunday, Mar 28, 1999 at the Nad Al Sheba race 
course in Dubai. Almutawakel won the race with Malek, of USA, ridden by 
Alex Solis, (No 5) coming second. 
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Richard Hill holds aloft his golden crop awarded to him after riding the 
winner of the Dubai Wold Cup, Almutawakcl, watched by the ruler of Dubai, 
Sheikh Maktoum Bin Rashid Al Maktoum (L) and other officials. 


DUBAI (AP) — Defending cham- 
pion Silver Charm lost his fizz 
Sunday in the $5 million Dubai 
World Cup, losing his crown to 
local entry Almutawakel and 
finishing a lackluster sixth in an 
eight-horse field. 

The S3 million first prize was 
picked up by Almutawakel, who 
is owned by the world-famous 
Godolpliin stables that belong 
10 Diibai's mling Al Maktoum 
family. The bay colt came to 
prominence when he won the 
Prix Jean Prat beating Gold 
Away and the St. James's Palace 
stakes winner Dr. Fong. 

Silver Charm's fellow U.S. 
horses did better than the 
defending champion. Malek, 
trained by Richard Mandella, 


picked up the S 1 million second 
prize, and the Elliorr Walden- 
trained Victory Gallop trotted 
away wills the S500.000 prize 
for third place. 

A win by Silver Charm, 
trained by Bob Baffert and the 
2-1 favorite with British book- 
makers. could have boosted the 
5-year-old colt into No. 2 on the 
career earnings list with $9.8 
million. The legendary Cigar 
Isolds the No. 1 spot with near- 
ly S 10 million. 

But l bar was not to be. 

“For souse reason today, he 
just It'll flat," said Gary Stevens, 
who was aboard Silver Charm 
on Sunday and who rode him to 
victory in Dubai last year. 

“I knew after two furlongs 


that it wasn't going to be his 
day." said the Hall of Fame jock- 
ey. "He was down on the rail, 
which was OK, but when I start- 
ed to maneuver him out I did 
not have any horse." 

The Al Maktounss, who have 
won some of the biggest races 
ill Europe and are making their 
first bid for the Kentucky Derby 
this year, were determined to 
keep the World Cup at home. 
They had four entries in the 
race - half the field. 

"Every race has its own plea- 
sure. but to win in Dubai is 
something special." said Sheik 
Hamdan bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum. deputy ruler of 
Dubai. 

Al Mutawakel was the odd 


horse out for a win. He was a 
14-1 shot with British book- 
makers. he had never raced on 
a dirt track before, and Isis life- 
time earnings were a meager 
$169,721 before Sunday's race 
on the 2.000 meter (1 1/4 mile) 
Nad Al Sheba racecourse. 

Silver Charm's earnings of 
more then $6.5 million were 
equal to the combined win- 
nings of the seven other horses 
in the field. 

After a level break. Silver 
Charm fell in third place behind 
Central Park and Malek. but he 
steadily lost more ground. 

With three furlongs to race 
Almutawakel, sent to the front 
by jockey Richard Hills, held oft 
the challenge of Malek, with 


Victory Gallop third. 

"Everything was good for 
me,” Hill said. “The pace was 
not as strong as l thought, and I 
did everything I wanted out 
there." 

There was a surge of excite- 
ment among a crowd of about 
5,000 spectators at tlse surprise 
finish, even tlsough betting is 
not allowed in Dubai in accor- 
dance with tlse Teachings of 
Islam. 

There was a picnic atmos- 
phere along the track, where 
poor laborers who do every- 
thing from sweeping streets to 
driving cabs in this oil-rich emi- 
rate, spread out on the grass to 
watch the day’s races. 

A world away, in a separate 


enclosure where spectators had 
to pay the equivalent of SZ 0 to 
get in, ladies in Dior dresses 
and men in outfits just as 
expensive and elegant sipped 
champagne, or were enter- 
tained sumptuoiftly in corpo- 
rate chalets. 

Must were westerners, who 
Isold many of tlse wliii e-col la 1 
jobs in the emirates, where 
expatriates outnumber rise 
native population of about 2.5 
million population by about 4- 
I. 

There was a competition for 
best hat for the ladies, and a 
chance to win a Rolls Royce 
Bentley Arnage for a raftle tick- 
et of $135. 


KENYA, ETHIOPIA SHOW THEY'RE 
TRACK CHAMPIONS IN WINTRY BELFAST 


BELfiAST (AP) — As four-time champion 
Paul Tergnt surveyed the course Sunday, 
J* 1 * 1 ** sank right along with his 
® 9ts lnt o the kind of mud he’d never 
^countered on tlse Kenyan savannah. 
But at the end of tlse Work! Cross 
ountry Championships flagship 
MOO-mcter senior men’s race, the 29- 

•k?r 0W star mS puilc * ,in 8 t,ie dank 
•fast air in celebration of his record- 

* ing straight gold in rise compe- 
tition. 

I saw the conditions I really 
JJ* think I would win not in all that 
■ ft was incredible," said Tergat, 
a Wat the record set by fellow 
"yanjohn Ngugi in 1989 with a 38- 
^second finish, 4 seconds 
Patr ick Crt un * lera ' c * e(I teammate 

runners hoped largely in 

Partirt.i'j eekend th8t the wet we^theK 
taw on Sunda 7’ toould help nar- 
e < 8 ap between them and the 


dominant African nations, since they 
were more used to training in it. But 
Kenya and Ethiopia between them 
shared the Individual golds from all six 
races. 

On an overcast but dry Saturday, 
Benjamin Limo beat several of his 
Kenyan teammates to win, the 4,200- 
meter ( 2 . 6 -mile) senior men’s short 
course in 12:28. while Ethiopia’s Geta 
Warn! won die senior women’s 8 , 000- 
meter ( 5 -mile) long course in exactly 2 ? 
minutes, 12 ticks ahead oF lier reani- 
mate Merjma Denboba and Britain’s 

Paula Raddiffe, the' crowd favorite. 

And right before [Wrgat set his. record 
Sunday in the process helping I he 
Kenyan men to their 14th straight over- , 
all No. I team yanking 20-year-old 
Jaddine Marariga worn pother gold for, , 
Kenya in the . senior .woman's 4£QQ*- . 
merer (2.6-Mlle) short course :lfi 1 5:09.;.- 

But two t 8 -yeaf-ddsr;fi^m,; Ethlppla ; 
delrtqrtstratdd their cbuntijffs hq)>& of : 

^ I V ip ' ft 


unseating Kenya as the dominant cross- 
country power in the coming genera- 
tion. 

' Hailu Mekonnen, who also won 
bronze in the men’s senior shorr race 
Saturday, beat two more heavily favored 
Kenyans in Sunday's Junior race. And 
Worknesh Kidane likewise triumphed in 
the junior women’s race. 

While the athletes generally disliked 
Northern Ireland’s dour version ot 
springtime, none' had any complaints 
about the warm welcome they'd 
received from the locals. 

The competition provided an unusual 
neutral Venue for Northern Ireland’s 
Protestants and Roman Catholics, who 
back differejst soccer teams and other- 
wise root for different local sports: 
Protestants for rugby ant( cricket, 
Catholics for Gaelic football and hurl- 
ing. It also attracted thousands 6 f resi- 
dents of the Neighboring Irish Republic 
Up north to a land most had never visit- 
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The first lap of tha ladles short Race is led by La|lt Legesse 
(no. 53) from Ethlopa during the IAAF World Cress Country 
Championships In Belfast March 38,1999. Tha winner of the 
race was Jackltne Maranga from Kenya. 


ed before. 

For a weekend, several, of the key 
political figures struggling tp put in 
place last year's Belfast peace accord 
took . turns watching the. action . and 
handing out medals Britain’s Northern 
Ireland Secretary Mo Mowlam threw a ! 
party, Saturday at her official cj?tfc 
home for all 73 competihg ,to\intries, 


and on Sunday the . designated 
Protestant leader of Northern Ireland's 
sdll-iinformH > . government.. ' David 
Tumble, sat besidelAAF President 
Pripno. NebiOlb in the stands^ ■ ;;. > • . 

“These games gayethe bpCSlde world 
a glimpse of a Nortberalreland at pedee. 

: With (cseifjT Trlmbie said. fWe al/ hope . 
they see much mofeoflt lq. rise fMtU're." 
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TALES FROM MYTHOLOGY 


DEBATE WHETHER 
TRANSSEXUAL IS MOST BEAUTIFUL 
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"Even in ancient Greece, (such) sto- 
ries were perceived as scandalous 
because Urey had so imich sex and 
violence — Roberto Calasso 
Italian author and publisher 
Roberto Calasso has had a life- 
long love affair with books - no 
matter how lung or in wliat lan- 
guage. Crowing up in his native 
Florence he read all of Proust, in 
French, at the age of 13. Some 
stories, possibly apocryphal, 
have it that he read all of 
Goethe in German at the age of 
14. After earning a degree in 
English literature at the 
University of Rome ■ he wrote 
his dissertation on the hermetic 
theory of hieroglyphs in the 
work of Sir Thomas Browne, 
the 17th-century English physi- 
cian and author - Calasso joined 
Adelphi lidizioue, a highbrow 
publishing house based in 
Milan. He is the firm's editorial 
director and CEO. Calasso 
emerged as an international lit- 
erary celebrity after the publi- 
cation in 1988 of his novel-like 
book, “The Marriage of Cadmus 
and Harmony,” a retelling of 
Greek mythology that became a 
best seller in Italy and was sub- 
sequently translated into IS lan- 
guages. His most recent work is 
“Ka: Stories of the Mind and 
Gods of India,'' a narrative 
based on Indian mythology as 
preserved in the Vedas and 
other texts. Typically, he pre- 
pared lor this undertaking by 
reaching himself Sanskrit, the 
language of ancient India. 
Calasso, 58, spoke wirh 
NEWSWEEK’S Vibhuti Patel by 
telephone from Milan. Excerpts: 
PATEL Wliat sparked your 
interest in India's mydis? 


CALASSO: 1 became interest- 
ed in ancient Indian texts in the 
late 1950s, when I was 13, long 
before it became fashionable. 
That interest has stayed with 
me all my life. 

Q: How and why did you learn 
Sanskrit? 

A: I taught myself Sanskrit in 
the last 10 years. I needed it 
because one can’t rely on trans- 
lations. I'd done the same with 
Greek for “The Marriage or 
Cadmus' and Harmony." my pre- 
vious book. I'd learned Greek in 
school, but I needed to know 
enough to 
read the 
texts. ■ Now, 
my Greek and 
Sanskrit are 
bn about the 
same level. 

Q: Why did you focus on the 
highly esoteric Vedas rather 
than on an Indian literary work? 

A: The greatness and scope of 
Indian thought comes through 
most effectively In the most 
ancient texts. I first read the 
Upanishads.the spiritual revela- 
tion at the core 'of the Vedas. 
They are so different from any 
Western text rhar they hit me 
like a bolt and aroused my 
curiosity. The sections of the 
Vedas called the Brahma tins, the 
liturgical commentaries on 
rites, are especially fascinating. 
Ritual lias much meaning in 
India, more than in Greece or 
Rome. 

Q: Like the Rig Veda, "Ka" 
focuses on sacrifice. What is its 
relevance in our time? 

A: All the great ancient civi- 
lizations had sacrifice, but none 
developed the concept to the 


extent India did. It is at the 
heart of India's metaphysical 
tradition: Gandhi referred to it 
constantly. Ancient Indians had 
an intense feeling of guilt over 
whatever they killed or 
destroyed - not just animals or 
human beings, bur also plants. 
Even the extraction of the juice 
of the soma plant was consid- 
ered a "killing," a sacrifice. The 
idea of nonviolence goes way 
back. 

Q: You mix fiction, literary 
criticism, history of ideas and 
textual commentary in a distinc- 
tive form. 

A: TWenty 
years ago, I 
had the idea 
of a work in 
three parts. 
The first, 
"The Ruin of Kascli," is about a 
legendary African kingdom vis- 
ited by a foreigner whose story- 
telling stops the practice of sac- 
rifice. The second part - Greek 
myths - became "Cadmus." I 
went back in time for "Ka.” It 
took eight years to write. 

Q: Wliat is the importance of 
myth? 

A: Myth can change your life 
totally. Myth is always there. As 
a Greek philosopher said, 
“These things never happened, 
bur are, always.” Yes, these sto- 
ries are immensely absurd, but 
life is absurd. Even in ancient 
Greece, mythical stories were 
perceived as scandalous 
because they had so much sex 
and violence. They are scary, 
but our lives have that quality 
of puzzling monstrosity. Reality 
is not tame. 


Q: How do you account for 
the eclecticism of your intel- 
lect? 

A: My mother took a degree 
in ancient Greek literature in 
Florence in the 1930s with a 
thesis on Plutarch. My father 
was a historian of law and dean 
of the faculty of law in Rome. 
My grandfather was a philoso- 
phy professor who started a 
publishing house that still 
exists. But there were no 
Indologists in my family. 

Q: You head a prestigious 
publishing house. How do you 
juggle that with being a writer? 

A: That's a professional 
secretl I’ve been with Adelphi 
since the beginning. 35 years 
ago. The publishing house is 
part of my literary work. The 
challenge was to create a book 
made of hundreds of books. I 
have a passion for publishing; 
it's not simply a job. And 
Adelphi is a literary house with 
a wide range: science, classics, 
anthropology, philosophy. 
Oriental classics. We now pub- 
lish 80 books a year, but we 
publish only books we love. 

Q: “Cadmus" covered the 
birth of Western civilization. 
"Ka" the birth of Eastern civi- 
lization. Wliat next? 

A: I've been offered the 
Weidenfeld Chair of 
Comparative Literature at 
Oxford for next year. It will be a 
series of 15 lectures that will 
then be published as a book. I 
don’t yet know what part four, a 
follow-up to "Ka,” will be - it will 
be a surprise. I have various pro- 
jects in mind, but I'm not fin- 
ished with Indian things. 










New Miss Tronveiflfe Pattlriya Slrllcyanwrong li 
flanked by first runner-up Patrlporn Slrlwron 
leff, and second runner-up Khalmok KIdonal . ' 

BANGKOK (AP) — Putting aside weightier concerns about politics 
and the economy, Thais debated a more philosophical matter 
Monday: who is the country's prettiest woman, Miss Thailand or 
the transsexual Miss Tiffany Universe? 

The question came to the forefront this past weekend whenihe 
venerable Miss Thailand contest went head-to-head with the year- 
old competition transvestites and transsexuals sponsored by the 
Tiffany cabaret in the seaside resort of Pattaya. 

"Tiffany boys show gender gap narrows,” was the front-page 
headline In the English-language newspaper The Nation and it had 
the photos to prove it. 

Apisamai Srirangsan, crowned Miss Thailand Saturday night, 
may have looked positively mousy compared with the stunning 
Duangthip Issarapakdi, who was not even the winner of the 
Tiffany contest's crown, only its Miss Photogenic. 

Every bit as feminine was 18-year-old Pattareeya Siringamwong. 
the 18-year-old transsexual named Miss Tiffany Universe 1999 by 
a panel of mostly gay male academics and entertainment figures. 

This year the Tiffany event, like the Miss Thailand competition, 
was broadcast live on national television. It was held oveT two 
days, Saturday and Sunday, as the field narrowed from 40 contes- 
tants to 10 and then five Finalists. 

Many of the contestants, most of whom work in gay cabarets, 
adopted women's first mimes. "The name Rosy sounds much more 
beautiful than Jack." said one. 

They also had to contend with the traditional round of ques- 
tions. which in their case included such .stumpers ns "Whar would 
you do if your parents begged you to enter the Buddhist monks- 
hood. or attend a military school?” 

People are quite accepting uf us," said contestant Nuanprang 
Pornanan. “But it's still not enough. It should be that we are all 
treated equally.” 
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MERZGUGA, Morocco (AP) — 

In the dark chill, Hillary and 
Chelsea Clinton mounted 
camels and plodded a snaking 
trail toward the Saharan sunrise 
. a hushed finale to a clanging 
Berber jamboree of song, 
dance, fire and beasts. 

The U.S. first lady and her 
daughter retreated to the 
desert Saturday and Sunday as 
the Muslim hosts of this week’s 
Moroccan leg of a North African 
odyssey slaughtered lambs For 
one of the religion's most holy 
events, Eid el-Adha, “Feast of 
the Sacrifice.” 

King Hassan lavished extrava- 
gances on the Clinton women 
and their entourage of 50, 
building especially for them a 
modenfArabian Nights” set in 
the crook of the shifting red 
dunes. 

Claps, chants and drumbeats 
of Berber tribal troupes from 
the Middle Atlas Mountains and 
Ouarzazate province in the 
south greeted the party and 
kept up a clamor for more than 
four hours, from sunset to bon- 
fire. 

In a giddy, predinner rite 
reminiscent of a gaggle of 
bridesmaids before a wedding, 
tribal women wrapped the 
Americans in traditional Berber 
costume. 

Mrs. Clinton wore that or an 
honored lady: the “alirouy," a 


silvered white, elaborately 
wrapped robe, and “tahrouyt," 
a black silk headscarf and shawl 
decorated with bangles. 

Chelsea, 19, opted for a 
shepherd's azure robe and head 
wrap. 

In green-and-whlte striped 
tents, staffed by white-robed 
servants wearing the tradition- 
al maroon fez, course after 
course came on gold-edged 
Bavarian dinner china and 
French silver. 

Whole quartered lambs, .cur- 
ried chickens, prune-stewed 
beef, rice, fresh fruit, hot green 
tea, sweet wine and, finally, 
champagne. 

Throughout Saturday night's 
dinner, Mrs. Clinton held court 
at a center table. Under her 
laughing watch, almost every- 
one in the party took a turn on 
the sand with the Ahidous and 
Ahouach troupes, whose flail- 
ing arms and hopping .feet fol- 
lowed neither rules nor rhythm. 

Women sat cross-legged on 
the red Berber carpets to have 
their palms, wrists and ankles 
elaborately dyed with henna. 
By midnight, the fortunetellers 
arrived. 

Aides who worked with the 
Moroccan government to plan 
the extravaganza said they had 
to restrain the king's largesse 
or else ruin the rustic "camp- 
out” feel that Mrs. Clinton 


wanted. 

They failed. 

Hassan. who remained at bis 
palace 260 miles away to 
observe the holiday, ordered 
electricity and cell phone ser- 
vice Installed for the encamp- 
ment. 

Refrigerated Coke machines 
supplied the sleeping tents and 
a half-dozen heated RV's - each 
with a television broadcasting 
CNN - offered toilets and show- 
ers. 

Hassan even bulldozed 
something of a dirt road to 
ease the Clintons’ caravan of 
more than 40 Land Rovers 
across 15 miles of rutted sand, 
rocks and dirt. 

Newly painted and planted 
pistachio-green posts marked 
the way. 

An American diplomat esti- 
mated the spread’s cosr in the 
“upper six figures." 

Just a few miles from the 
open Algerian border, the 
encampment was widely circled 
by uniformed sentries from the 
Moroccan military. A lone man 
stood here and there, ramrod 
straight in the sun, watching nil 
empty horizon that stretched 
for miles. 

Past midnight, quiet fell too 
on the camp, as the party 
awaited a 5 a.m. wake-up shout 
for Sunday's sunrise camel 
■ rides. 


CLINTON WOMEN FETED IN 
'ARABIAN NIGHTS' SOIREE 


LENOS CAMPAIGN TO CALL 
ATTENTION TO RESTRICTIONS 
ON AFGAN WOMEN 


SPAIN'S LOCO DECISION TO BAN 
SHINNIES FROM CATWALK 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Television talk show host Jay 
Leno and his wife. Mavis, are 
among the celebrities hoping 
to raise money Monday to alle- 
viate the plight of women living 
under strict religious rules in 
Afghanistan. 

Mrs. Leno is on the board of 
the Feminist Majority, which is 
leading a campaign to 
denounce oppression by the 
Taliban militia. The Ibliban con- 
trols about 90 percent of 
Afghanistan, where it has 
imposed its strict Interpreta- 
tion of Islam that forces women 
to wear the veil and bars girls 
from attending school. 

‘ "1 have a strong sense that a 
lot of people of both sexes, 
have been wanting to make a 
gesture toward women and say 
to the. world, ‘When we say 
human rights, we . mean 
womens rights also,’" said Mrs. 
Leno,.- 

She said she’s had no trouble 


getting Hollywood’s support. 

"It was instantly galvanizing 
to me and it has proven to be 
the same way to everyone I've 
told,” Mrs. Leno said. “Once, 
people understand this is not 
the culture or the ' nature of 
Islam, that it's something . 
imposed from the outside, thfy 
are with us." 

The Lenos donated $100,000 
to the Feminist Majority's 
Campaign to stop Gender 
Apartheid. Mrs. Leno will chair 
the hind-raising event Monday 
at the Directors Guild of 

America In Hollywood. 

The fund-raiser will also 
serve as an educational ses- 
sion, with celebrities, reading 
edicts of the Taliban and, 
accounts from Afghan refugees 
describing theft Ordeqls. Some , 
of the guests Include the singer 
; (slatalid ; Cole, ahd BCtresse.s 
Kathy Bates. Clalre! P^?r.;V 
. i Geena bavls and Sally Field, J 


WHAT SIZE DO you wear? An eight? A 23 and 
a half? A 40 extra long? Do 1 hear 60? And 
what do these numbers really say about you? 
Evidently, if you're a model and you're small- 
er than a British size 10, you’re no longer wel- 
come at The Salon Gaudi. Spain's annual fash- 
ion show. Salon director Paco Flaque said, "If 
we promote the image of skinny women we 
are hurting our young people, and 1 am 
against that." 

Well, bravo, I’m also against pain and in 
support of youth. After all, 1 live in the US, 
land of the two-for-one pizza and the eating 
disorder, the ultimate binge-purge culture. I 
have my own reasons for opposing ultra-thin 
imagery, reasons unrelated to the latest mar- 
keting ploy from the fashion industry. I am a 
fet rebel. I believe that life is too short for self- 
hatred and celery sticks. 

|t’s unlikely that you've met many women 
like me, one who actually likes her body - all 
270 pounds of it. (For the record, that’s a size 
28.) Perhaps you’re Imagining me as a slothful 
cow at tills point. Not so. I eat my veggies, 
exercise regularly, and I even floss. 1 do these 
things because I'm worth It, not because l 
want to make less Qf myself, 

■ - ’ As a ferrebel, I have nothing against thin 
people. The partintlar us and them that I'm 
'■ ‘fighting is not fet versus thin. No, I’m fighting 
V conformity, the narrow aesthetic, the stuff 
b that keeps us all - big or small • from feeling 


comfortable in our skins. Like Senor Flaque, 
I'm bucking an overwhelming tide. 

But, unlike Senor Flaque, I am opposed to 
this ban. For decades, a zillion influences 
have taught us to see in the following terms: 
vertical lines of thin bodies are good, hori- 
zontal rolls on fee people are bad. It's a hier- 
ardiy of the Y-axis over the X-axis. That old 
rebel Marx would say. "Reverse the terms, put 
fat on top”. 1 say, "Dichotomies are dumb. 


The Guardian j 
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Love Hail!" ■ . 

,'i We don’t expect a greyhound to bulk up 
like a St Bernard, or a bulldog to. trim itself 
down to dachshund-size. Likewise, a model 
should not strive to attain my charming 
curves, nor should ! be squeezed into the size 
eight mould. . . 

Now, if our friend Senor Flaque really 
wanted to be revolutionary, Instead of merely 
protecting our fragile egos from models With 
30-inch hips; he should let- these Waifs con- 
tinue their work ,» but also Include , in his 
show some models with 40-lndi hips, of even 
50-inch hips (much like my own lovelies). 

: These measurements are just numbers, 
Like children whojnsist oneating only beans, 


we've learned to see beauty only in certain 
body types. We could just as easily develop a 
more sophisticated palate, learning to savor 
both the linear grace of a size eight and the 
round rhythms of a size 28. Asparagus and 
artichoke are equally delicious. 

In a beautiful irony, the Spanish health min- 
istry immediately decried the Salon Gaudi 
policy, saying it is not fair to “illegalize" thin 
people. 1 can’t recall the last time a govern- 
ment official protested the lack of fat models 
in fashion shows, much less the very real dis- 
crimination fat people face on the job, in edu- 
. cation , and elsewhere. Isn't it equally unfair to 
■■“lilegalize", or otherwise render invisible we- 
rhe-fet7 

What a person Is allowed to wear iti a 
sodety says something about who that per- 
son is allowed to be. Young girls know this 
Fndelibly, and that Is why they undertake self- , 
destructive practices. They want to acquire •, 
' the privileges we accord to the thin and titej* V 
want to avoid the oppressions vve heap.Qn . 

: the fet. And who can blame theiri?., ljl6ne of ; 
this will change unless eacjt of us ? fat and : 
thin - stands up against the ovetwiwlpfaK 
. tide. Senor Flaque and- i bnVdo it alone. ;v . 

' r So, resist .tfo pressure to enyy someone ; 
who wears i ,9 small er'dress site; 'refuse tp. ; 
waste, your life wishing Y9U; were, spm^ne ! j 
; , else; Mcome A fefreM.Whatdver.yoUr size../ 





















